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WHAT IS AMPHIBIOUS 

ARCHITECTURE?

Å Amphibious architecture refers to buildings that sit on dry 

land like ordinary buildings, except when there is a flood, 

in which case they are capable of rising and floating on 

the surface until the floodwater recedes.  

Å A buoyancy system beneath the house displaces water to 

provide flotation as needed, and a vertical guidance 

system prevents the rising and falling house from moving 

anywhere except straight up and down, returning it to 

exactly its original position upon descent. 



WHAT IS AMPHIBIOUS 

ARCHITECTURE?

Å This is a proven strategy that has already been applied 

successfully in the Netherlands since 2005 and in rural 

Louisiana for about forty years.  

Å Amphibious construction is an adaptive flood risk 

reduction strategy that works in synchrony with a flood-

prone regionôs natural cycles of flooding, rather than 

attempting to obstruct them.
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Amphibious House, BACA Architects, UK



Amphibious House, BACA Architects, UK



LOUISIANA

For about 40 years, amphibious houses at  Old River Landing 

in rural Louisiana have been rising and falling reliably with 

the level of flooding of the Mississippi River.   

AMPHIBIOUS FOUNDATIONS ARE NOT NEW!

Dry in September   . . .  The same house    . . .   Floating in February 



LOUISIANA

Dry in September   . . .  The same house    . . .   Floating in February 

Cost of buoyancy system 

is typically $5,000 or less.
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Old River Landing,

Pointe Coupee Parish, LA



Flood conditions at Raccourci Old River.   The house in the foreground is amphibious.  
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