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• By the end of this 
century, the homes of 
4.2 to 13.1 million 
Americans could be 
inundated by rising 
sea levels.*

• Under the current 
system, the NFIP will 
likely pay to rebuild 
these properties 
multiple times before 
they are ultimately 
inundated.
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Sea Level Rise, Extreme Weather, and 
Flooding

*Matthew Hauer, Jason Evans, and Deepak Mishra; “Millions Projected to Be at Risk from Sea-Level Rise in the Continental United 
States,” Nature Climate Change 6 (April 2016): 691-695
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https://www.nrdc.org/flood-disclosure-map

FLOOD RISK DISCLOSURE LAWS
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Missouri
GRADE: F

Missouri has no 
statutory or regulatory 
requirements for a seller 
to disclose a property’s 
flood risks or past flood 
damages to a potential 
buyer. 
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Florida 
GRADE: F

Florida has no statutory 
or regulatory 
requirements for a seller 
to disclose a property’s 
flood risks or past flood 
damages to a potential 
buyer.
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Ohio 
GRADE: C

Per Ohio’s Disclosure law, a 
seller must disclose whether:
• the seller knows of any water 

or moisture-related damage to 
floors, walls or ceilings as a 
result of flooding;

• the property is located in a 
designated floodplain;

• and the seller knows of any 
previous or current flooding 
problem affecting the 
property.
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Louisiana 
GRADE: A

Per Louisiana’s disclosure law, the Real Estate 
Commission developed mandatory property 
disclosure requirements. The seller must 
divulge whether:
• any flooding, water intrusion, accumulation, 

or drainage problems had been 
experienced with respect to the land and, if 
so, the nature and frequency of the defect;

• the property is in a flood zone, and if yes, 
the flood zone classification of the property 
and the source and date of information;

• any structure on the property has ever 
taken water on by flooding and if so, the 
nature and frequency of the defect;

• there is flood insurance on the property; 
• the seller and/or previous owner was a 

recipient of federal disaster aid that would 
require an owner to obtain and maintain 
flood insurance on the property, and if yes, 
the type of aid and amount received.  
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Aspects of a Good Disclosure Law

America’s home buyers should have the right to know the 
following: 

• Whether a home has ever flooded, and if so, how many 
times and at what cost.

• If the home is located within a designated floodplain (i.e. 
100- or 500-year floodplain).

• If flood insurance is required.



10

Flood Facts

Public Right to Know

• Current and historical flood policy 
information

• Current and historical claims 
information

• Repetitive and Severe Repetitive 
Loss Properties

• Whether a majority of properties 
in participating communities were 
built before or after the effective 
date of the first FIRM

• Community compliance status

Homeowner Right to 
Know

• Insurance coverage requirements
• Damage assessments
• Payment of claims. 
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Support for Disclosure and Transparency

We support solutions that would reduce the risk borne by taxpayers and 
the government while creating more resilient communities. One of these 
simple, commonsense solutions would require sellers to disclose flood 
risk to homebuyers. 
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