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Flood Risk Professionals:
We Salute You!
Many of our members chose a public service profession. And let's face
it, it can at times be a very thankless job. Sometimes our only reward
is going home with the knowledge that we’ve improved our
communities and/or made them safer. The public might not
appreciate our efforts—until a flood hits, of course. Recognizing this,
ASFPM in the early 1980s decided it was time to start honoring the
hard work of flood risk professionals. Following is a rundown of all our
2017 award winners, who were honored May 4 at our national
conference in Kansas City.
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The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources received the 2017
Tom Lee State Award for Excellence in Floodplain Management. The
award is named for Tom Lee, a pioneer in state floodplain
management programming who passed away too early at 41. It
celebrates state projects, plans or programs that help elevate the
profession at the state level. NDNR received multiple letters of
recommendation and endorsement. The agency was lauded for its
outreach to local communities to help explain new flood maps. They

Job Corner……………………..…...……Pg. 15
Policy Matters!............................Pg. 16
Mark Your Calendars…….……..…..Pg. 17
What’s Happening?…….……………Pg. 18
FEMA News You Can Use............Pg. 19
NFIP Reauthorization….……….…..Pg. 20
Director’s Desk……………..…….…....Pg. 21
ASFPM Foundation News……...….Pg. 23
N&V Editorial Guidelines…………..Pg. 24

L-R: ASFPM Deputy Director Ingrid Wadsworth, Mitch Paine (NDNR),
Katie Ringland (NDNR), and ASFPM Past Chair Ceil Strauss.
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developed an interactive map for use with RiskMAP communication that enabled community leaders to annotate
their maps and point out issues to be addressed. The NDNR goes above and beyond in assisting counties with
local technical assistance, in-person visits (pre- and post-CAV) and policymaking. One nomination letter explained
that the NDNR is “continually raising the bar” to improve floodplain management in the state and its
communities. “I treasure and value the one-on-one service I receive whenever I need some guidance. They are
never too busy to lend a helping hand—by listening, giving suggestions and leading you down the right path to
find the answer or solution for whatever you are struggling with. They definitely deserve to be recognized.”

The James Lee Witt Local Award for Excellence in Floodplain Management went to
the Barnstable County, Massachusetts’s Cape Cod Cooperative Extension for
creating the first regional Community Rating System in the nation. This program was
established in order to make it possible for the 15 towns (all of which have limited
resources) that comprise Barnstable County to take advantage of flood insurance
discounts offered by the CRS in exchange for pursuing flood-resilience building
activities. The first step was to get the towns into the CRS, then perform various
activities that would better their CRS rating, as well as finding activities that could be
performed at the county level for cost savings.
That’s where Shannon Jarbeau comes in, the woman hired to coordinate the regional
program. Because of this new program, flood insurance policyholders would save
money with the discount and the towns and county would benefit by becoming more
resilient to flood events. In addition to the CRS program, Jarbeau provides town
officials and citizens technical assistance relating to flooding and floodplain
management such as flood insurance, grant opportunities, land use management,
maintaining floodplain functions, mitigation planning, and promoting effective flood
protection activities, as well as meeting basic requirements of the NFIP.

Greg Berman with
Woods Hole Sea Grant
nominated the program
for the award, and
accepted when it was
Other examples of assistance provided by the county to towns includes GIS mapping, learned that Shannon
production of outreach materials, on-the-ground support for NFIP/ISO site visits and
Jarbeau wouldn’t be
much more. This program has proved very effective so far by providing the benefit of able to make it to the
providing CRS policy discounts as a “carrot” to encourage towns to enhance their own conference.
local floodplain management capabilities, as well as providing a collaborative environment in which the county
can provide guidance, outreach and information.
This year’s Larry R. Johnston Local Floodplain Manager of the
Year is Tim Trautman, engineering and mitigation program
manager for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water
Services. He’s also ASFPM’s Mitigation Pod facilitator. This is
our local floodplain management rock star award, and the prize
is to attend the conference as our special guest. With more
than 17,000 ASFPM members, we are fortunate to have a
wealth of good people to choose from. Trautman is well known
for his work with ASFPM. However, this nomination has nothing
to do with his volunteerism at the national level. This award
begins at home. He was nominated by his staff and bosses, and
the letter was a doozy. To illustrate Trautman’s vision, he is
credited with developing a GIS-based tool to assess risk
reduction and losses avoided, providing better decision-making
L-R: ASFPM Deputy Director Ingrid Wadsworth, data for project prioritization and cost effectiveness. To
Tim Trautman and ASFPM Past Chair Ceil
illustrate his innovation, he and his team developed a
Strauss.
retrofitting program that grants funds to homeowners who do
News&Views June 2017

2

not qualify for other mitigation grants. The community has funded six projects in the last year. His collaboration
skills are exemplified in how his work with an agency resulted in a jingle contest to increase visibility for “Turn
Around, Don’t Drown.” Trautman led work to expand his city’s award-winning flood notification system to
incorporate rain and stage gauges, cameras and additional information to better serve the public. And while
anyone who has worked with the CRS can attest to the difficulty in moving above a Class 5, Trautman used his
integrity to push the community toward a Class 4. If successful, they will be only the second one east of the
Mississippi River. The nomination letter ends with this closing statement, “For the reasons stated above, as well
as out of our respect for his leadership and integrity as our local floodplain manager, we, the peers, colleagues
and grateful staff of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Storm Water Services proudly submit this nomination.”
The John R. Sheaffer Award for Excellence in Floodproofing goes to Glenny
Rodriguez with FEMA for exemplary work in the field of floodproofing. This
year’s Sheaffer Award honors a woman who has quietly made a significant
impact in the recovery process for Hurricane Sandy in New York City. As a
hazard mitigation specialist, she has reviewed complex mitigation projects in
New York after Hurricane Sandy, working closely with state and local
agencies to ensure they get the best advice. Rodriguez helped develop
integrated mitigation strategies to reduce long-term risk and increase
resiliency.
She also helped develop guidance on procedures that were eventually
adopted by FEMA, like dry floodproofing of functionally interdependent
L-R: ASFPM Past Chair Ceil Strauss,
buildings. Rodriguez evaluated flood risk using current and future sea level
Glenny Rodriguez and ASFPM
rise information, and took steps to illustrate how protecting for sea level rise
Deputy Director Ingrid
now is more cost effective than waiting for the impacts in the future. Her
Wadsworth.
efforts helped fund more than $1 billion (with a “b”) in hazard mitigation
projects in New York City, improving the resiliency of public housing, hospitals, schools and other critical facilities.
That’s quite the legacy. As her nomination letter states, “Without her research, guidance development,
promoting of mitigation, and emphasis on long-term resiliency, the integration of hazard mitigation measures
into repair projects following Sandy, which was more than eight times the normal average for federal disaster,
would not have been anywhere near as effective.”
The Outreach Award recipients are David Chapman and Mark Walton, inventors
of what is now known as the Ward’s Stormwater Floodplain Simulation System.
They were nominated for their development of an outreach tool that is fun for
kids and adults alike—although it was created for the kids. It helps convey to
users a better understanding of the causes and hazards associated with flooding
using a 'hands-on' approach. It includes a curriculum the inventors created to use
with this tool that is wonderful for multi-age groups and can be used to teach
several concepts relating to flooding, including runoff, sedimentation and flood
protection measures.
What began as a way to avoid death by PowerPoint in the classroom became a
hands-on, interactive, original “plug and play” watershed environment that was
picked up by the Ward’s Science Company for mass production and now serves
multiple states with dynamic, memorable outreach for floodplain impact
education. Ten percent of profits go to scholarships for students who study
floodplain management, and this scholarship program is managed by the
Mark Walton
Michigan Stormwater-Floodplain Association. As the nomination reads, “The
enthusiasm for flood education and the outreach efforts these two have done with this model is amazing.” Who
knew that some modeling clay, kitchen sponges, water buckets and Monopoly houses could be fashioned in such
a way as to impact the way thousands of children and adults think about floodplain management? Well, clearly
Mark and David knew.
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The 2017 Media Award recipient is “The Advocate” from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. This
year’s winner is definitely not a “fake news” outlet. Nor was it in a hurry to report on
and discuss the major flood event that occurred in their community this year. The
Advocate has been writing factual, in-depth stories about the devastating impact of the
flood on their community and surrounding area. Not limiting their reporting to photos
and text, they used average statistics from FEMA, worked into 1 kilometer blocks to
create an interactive map to show the local population where the nearly 129,000
applications for Individual Assistance were located. This provided an idea of the
geographic extent and damage caused by the disaster.
It’s easy to report on news when it’s happening. But this year’s honoree hasn’t stopped
because the flood event is over. They continue to publish impressive stories that
discuss spending increases due to flood-related rebuilding, the need for new
communications equipment, environmental impacts of flood, building codes, resilience
and mitigation options, how the NFIP works and how the NFIP SHOULD work, feature
stories of people affected by flood and how they’re handling the aftermath, and
profiles of flood heroes like the public works employees who stopped sewage from
flowing onto streets.

Steve Hardy, The
Advocate reporter
In a report to a local Rotary Club, newspaper owner John Georges informed the group that the website hits
jumped in the summer during the floods. This newspaper, which normally gets about 500,000 page views on a
Sunday, averaged more than 1 million page views a day…and on a couple of Sundays, that number climbed to 2
million. In an age where other papers in the state have stopped printing news daily, this newspaper “doubled
down” on their investments, expanded their coverage area, and became the largest daily newspaper in the state.
The John Ivey Award for Superior Efforts in
Certification went to Rachel Westerfield with the
Mississippi Department of Transportation. Past
winners were recognized for their exceptional
efforts to promote the professional certification of
floodplain managers. There are many ways to help
reach this goal, and we often we talk about state
coordinators or national program leaders who
advance the certification program or bring a
spotlight on the topic. This year’s recipient,
however, is honored for her focus on her local
community. Westerfield began work with her
state’s Department of Transportation in 2003,
working as a hydraulics engineer. Soon after being
promoted in 2014 to a new department that deals
Stacey Ricks (middle), Mississippi state floodplain manager, with, and I quote, “every drop of water that comes
accepted the award on Westerfield’s behalf.
in contact with” this state’s roads and bridges, she
sought to have employees cross-train in
engineering and floodplain management. Her new division covered employees who design box culverts and
bridges. As the nomination notes, many in the department felt that floodplain management did not apply to
transportation projects. Westerfield thought differently and encouraged staff to consider floodplain management
and become CFMs as well. Three years later, all six engineers under her department have now become CFMs, as
well as all the engineers in the state DOT hydraulics division.
This goes to show that you don’t have to work at the state and national level to make a difference. With the
additional knowledge a CFM status brings, Mississippi has a better chance to design roads that mitigate flood
issues and provide for safer passage for the state’s residents.
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Todd Davison, program director for NOAA’s Gulf Coastal Services Center, was named our honoree for
Meritorious Lifetime Achievement in Floodplain Management. Davison was quite surprised when ASFPM
Director Emeritus Larry Larson
announced the award after
Davison’s plenary talk on
Wednesday. His nomination letter
begins, “As a result of Todd
Davison’s three decades of diligent
public service, coastal communities
across the Gulf of Mexico and
southeastern U.S. have built their
capacity to prepare for, respond to,
and bounce back better from
flooding disasters.”
Awarded a FEMA Congressional
Fellowship in 1989, he spent a year
in the office of the ranking member
of the House Banking Committee
drafting legislation that ultimately
became the National Flood
Insurance Reform Act of 1994. This
Act made critical financial reforms,
established the first Technical
Mapping Advisory Council, created a
task force on the natural and
beneficial functions of floodplains,
expanded the Community Rating
System, and required a
comprehensive nationwide
evaluation of riverine and coastal
erosion hazards.
L-R: Larry Larson and Todd Davison.
In the early days of his career with FEMA, Davison trained hundreds of staff and response professionals in natural
hazards management. He gained extensive experience with tropical storm response starting in Hawaii in 1992
and working up to being a federal coordinating officer or deputy for Hurricanes Fran, Bertha, Bonnie, Floyd, Opal,
Marylyn and the four Florida hurricanes in 2004. This work culminated with Davison serving as mitigation director
for Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi, responsible for more than $1 billion in mitigation grants and extensive poststorm flood and surge mapping. He joined NOAA in 2006 and established a Gulf Coast office focused on
connecting natural resource managers and community leaders to NOAA coastal data, resources and expertise.
Ten years later, this office is seen as integral to improving coastal resilience in this vulnerable region. His
experiences have given him a unique understanding of the connections between hazard mitigation, land use
planning, coastal climate adaptation and resilience. Too often people working in these arenas are not connected,
but Davison worked to break down these silos, leading to leveraging of efforts and win-win projects that have
reduced flood risks and losses.
When Davison retires this year, the work he has promoted throughout his career will continue thanks to the
capacity he built directly with staff he supervised, and indirectly with thousands of colleagues and customers he
connected with over the course of his career. His time in public service has left enduring benefits and a legacy
that will be carried on by many coastal community resilience practitioners inspired by him.

News&Views June 2017

5

The Florida Floodplain Managers Association was selected as the 2017 Outstanding Chapter Award recipient
based on the creation, implementation and distribution of three documents completed over the last year:
 FFMA’s Annual Report
 Florida Flood Risk Symposia 2016 Action
Plan, and
 Its Board’s Strategic Planning Document.
The FFMA Annual Report helped the chapter
communicate how it intended to move forward as
an organization with regards to activities and
influence. It targets current and potential
members, and outlines the chapter’s purpose to
other organizations that resulted in greater
collaboration with partner organizations and
growth in FFMA’s conference participation. The report includes a visually-engaging infographic to communicate
the value of membership, participation at conferences to help local government, and corporate partners to justify
participation and support of the chapter. FFMA shared copies of this report via their exhibit booth at the 2016
ASFPM conference and the chapter meeting, on one of the 2016 quarterly chapter calls, and electronically with
all ASFPM chapters.
FFMA decided as a chapter they wanted to step into a higher level of exposure and influence to best accomplish
their mission to reduce risk and flood loss. To achieve this outcome, the chapter updated its strategic plan for
2016 to focus on three mission areas: education, advocacy and policy, with a three-year action plan to implement
activities to support these goals.
To build on the momentum from the 2014 Florida Flood Risk Symposia co-hosted with the ASFPM Foundation,
FFMA created the Florida Flood Risk Symposia 2016 Action Plan. The objective was to create a concise summary
document that allowed the chapter to incorporate the conclusions of the state symposia as actionable items in
the FFMA 2016 strategic plan. This document provides a framework to convert the one-time event to a living
process that can be implemented and adjusted over time to address Florida flood risk.
Michael Parker, this year’s honorary member, has had a long commitment to ASFPM. The Santa Barbara man
has never missed a Certification Board of Regents meeting. That’s
nice if you’ve been on the board for a few months, but he’s been
on the board since 2006. As a member of CBOR and the CFM
Exam Work Group, Parker goes the extra mile to make sure the
program is credible and accurate. He always arrived early for
meetings to help work on exam test questions, and stays late to
help ensure all issues were settled.
Beyond CBOR, he was often the first face new conference
attendees would see at the newcomers orientation, as well as a
consistent presence at every conference since 1988—except one.
He’s served on many conference committees and helped ensure
presentations chosen were timely and provided relevant
information for CFMs. He also created a registration system in
1996 for conferences that was used for decades by ASFPM. Only
four people can say they received a CFM designation before he
did—his is No. 5 on the registry and was earned in 1999.
In 2012, ASFPM honored Parker with the John Ivey award for certification. Now we honor him with a lifetime
honorary membership.
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This year’s Jerry Louthain Award for Distinguished Service to
ASFPM was somewhat tricky to pull off as one of the MCs for the
Awards Luncheon had no idea she was going to receive the honor.
As MC Allison Hardin clapped after what she thought was the final
award announcement, her cohort Jerry Robinson announced that
there was one more award to give out. Hardin looked a little
confused as Robinson started describing this year’s winner. He
said, “This years’ Louthain award winner was enthusiastically
nominated by not one person, but by three different ASFPM
members.
“One of the nominees said, ‘When I was starting out as a
floodplain manager, she was one of the first people I met that had
the passion for floodplains. She made me want to be part of
Allison Hardin (middle) is visible moved
something big. She helped me understand why managing the
upon hearing she was this year’s Louthain
floodplain was so important and how, when done properly, it
award winner.
protects property and saves lives. She also introduced me the
world of ASFPM. She spent time showing me that the ASFPM conferences were not just about the informational
sessions, but also the importance of networking. How I could meet the vast range of people that I could contact
when I have questions. She always had a way of taking complicated technical information and reducing it down
to simple terms.’”
But it wasn’t until Robinson started describing some of “this person’s” ASFPM activities, that Hardin realized she,
was in fact, the 2017 Louthain winner. She closed her eyes and put her hand over her mouth as Robinson pointed
out Hardin’s accomplishments: She was an ASFPM Coastal Committee co-chair, assisted with the early Digital
Coast meetings, teaches numerous training seminars at ASFPM conferences, spens many hours researching and
preparing for the awards presentations, received a South Carolina American Planning Association award for
planning advocacy in 2012, was the 2011 Myrtle Beach Public Services Employee of the Year, and spent the last
year working tirelessly for the National Disaster Preparedness Training Center.
Another nominee said, “Her motto is ‘laughter makes everything better’ and she consistently does her job as
though it is not a job at all, but rather an outpouring of her heart. So much so that she inspires that same passion,
dedication and hard work in others around her. She truly makes you want to be better at what you do and how
you do it!’”
Robinson ended with, “Most importantly, she has dressed up like the Superwoman that she really is.” We
couldn’t agree more!

Really REALLY Big Announcements…
No. 1: All of the plenary, keynote and award luncheon videos from our national conference in Kansas City are on
ASFPM’s YouTube channel.
No. 2: Most of the PowerPoints presented at #ASFPM2017 are available here:
http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuid=838
No. 3: In the mood to nominate someone for ASFPM’s 2018 awards season? You can do it online RIGHT NOW!
No. 4: Special thanks to everyone who served on the National Awards Selection Committee: Chad Berginnis, Larry
Larson, Michele Mihalovich, Jerry Robinson, Diane Brown, Mike Klitzke, Sally McConkey and Bill Trakimas.
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Greater Accuracy in the Rainfall-Runoff Relationship: It Can Be Done
Submitted by the Alameda County Flood Control District in California

The Alameda County Flood Control District’s new hydrology and hydraulics criteria are equally applicable to
small urban catchments and large rural watersheds, and from steep headwaters to flat downstream areas.
One of the most significant challenges in hydrologic engineering is determining the flood risk corresponding to
various rainfall events. Although runoff probabilities are not always equal to rainfall probabilities in nature, there
is usually a strong correlation.
For example, depending on soil moisture content prior to a rainfall event, a 100-year rainfall event may produce a
50-year runoff if the soil moisture content is low, or a 200-year runoff if the soil moisture content is high. But
with normal conditions, the rainfall event should correlate relatively closely with the runoff event.
Engineers often inaccurately interpret rainfall data, or use classic but inappropriate rainfall-runoff transformation
methods, which artificially influence this natural correlation between rainfall and flooding. The end result is an
inaccurate understanding of flood risk.
For many years, the Alameda County Flood Control District, like most flood control agencies in the U.S., relied on
criteria for rainfall and runoff based on classic textbook equations and conservative assumptions. Since the
district’s last hydrology and hydraulics guide was published in 1989, Alameda County’s population has increased
by 370,000 people and housing by approximately 80,000 units. More development means more runoff into
district’s facilities, many of which are now 60 or 70 years old. Development is expected to continue, and we knew
we could do better.
Big Data
The district undertook a comprehensive study and update of our hydrologic and hydraulic criteria, first evaluating
the county’s rainfall characteristics, then focusing on a refined rainfall-runoff transformation methodology that
matched the data from our large data set.
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Over the years, the district has
developed a large and robust
precipitation and streamflow data set
from a network of 50 rain gages, 60
stream or flow gauges, and 150 citizen
daily rainfall observers. We also have
access to similarly large data sets from
our southern neighbor, the city of San
Jose.
The district inventoried our entire
drainage network: open channels, closed
conduits and floodplains. We overlaid
detailed land use data, mapping building
rooftops, driveways and sidewalks,
roads, yards and greenways. We refined
our soils coverage using Natural
More accurate floodplain delineation allows the district to focus its
Resources Conservation Service data with
efforts on higher-priority areas.
custom soil testing and reclassification of
hydrologic soil groups. We used
hundreds of storm events, large and small, to calibrate hydrology models and understand our urban and rural
watershed physical characteristics.
These data and information were then input into detailed 1- and 2-D hydrodynamic models to develop final
hydrology models for catchments with long-term stream gauge data. The predicted flow rates from the model
were then compared to the discharge frequency estimates from the gauges.
Greater Accuracy
The results were remarkable. In general, many previously-mapped, widespread areas of potential flooding were
narrowed into better defined, smaller and more realistic zones. In other areas, additional flood hazard zones
were identified outside of the FEMA-mapped zones.
Even more powerful perhaps are the modifications the district has been able to make to our H&H criteria. We
infused greater accuracy into our important hydrologic parameters as a function of land use, soil types and other
relevant watershed characteristics. We have adjusted our rainfall intensity and depth equations with more
accurate coefficients. And our 6-hour and 24-hour design storms now relate the rainfall frequencies to runoff
frequencies more closely.
These refinements result in runoff estimates with a high level of confidence that enable the district to better
focus its efforts and funding toward the highest priority areas.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Written by Rohin Saleh, P.E., a supervising civil engineer in the Alameda County Flood Control & Water
Conservation District’s Watershed Planning Section. Reach him at rohin@acpwa.org. The District’s Hydrology &
Hydraulics Manual is available online, free-of-charge, at www.acfloodcontrol.org/hh-manual.

If you have a mitigation story you’d like to share with ASFPM newsletter readers, contact
ASFPM editor Michele Mihalovich at michele@floods.org.
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EPA Releases “Green Infrastructure in Parks: A Guide to
Collaboration, Funding and Community Engagement”
The Environmental Protection Agency produced “Green Infrastructure in Parks: A Guide to
Collaboration, Funding and Community Engagement” to encourage partnerships between
park and stormwater agencies to promote the use of green infrastructure on park lands.
Green infrastructure can help to maximize the environmental, economic, and social benefits
of parks. By building strong partnerships, agencies can improve park lands and access to
parks, better manage stormwater, increase community resiliency to shifting weather
patterns, and provide funding to implement and maintain park enhancements that benefit
the community.

2017 Storm Surge Report Indicates 6.8M Homes at Risk
CoreLogic® just released its 2017 Storm Surge Report, an interactive online story map, which reveals that every
state along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts has at least one community in extreme risk of storm surge.
This flood risk report includes:





Homes deemed at risk of storm surge
The reconstruction cost value for all at-risk homes
The 2017 hurricane season outlook
Probabilistic loss analysis of Hurricane Matthew in Florida
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Training Opportunities
Register for the 7th National Mitigation & Floodproofing Workshop
Aug. 14-17, 2017
Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel, South Iselin, New Jersey
Early Bird Registration Opened June 1 and ends July 31
How do we mitigate against flood risk? How do we make sure existing and new development becomes more
resilient to flood hazards? The National Flood Mitigation and Nonstructural Flood Proofing Workshop focuses on
these questions and more. During the workshop you will learn tools, techniques and best practices from the
nation’s leading floodplain managers, engineers, architects, designers and emergency managers that can be used
to reduce flood risk.
The workshop begins Monday afternoon with half-day technical workshops followed by an evening reception.
Tuesday and Thursday feature plenary sessions, mini workshops and break out concurrent sessions offering
detailed presentations on engineered mitigation and flood-proofing projects, policy, grant funding, natural and
beneficial uses including stream restoration, mitigation planning and outreach. All attendees are invited to
participate in our Wednesday technical tours to see these techniques being applied in the field. Exhibitors will
showcase their state-of-the-art materials, services, equipment, accessories and techniques early in the week at a
“Cracker Barrel” Tuesday evening. Plenty of time is planned for attendees to exchange ideas and view the
exhibits, so opportunities to network will be ample. View the “draft” program here.
The American Geosciences Institute's Critical Issues Program is offering a
free webinar, "Planning for Coastal Storm and Erosion Hazards" July 6 at
1:30 p.m. EDT. To register for this webinar, please visit:
https://crm.americangeosciences.org/civicrm/event/info?id=64
Critical Issues Webinar: "Planning for Coastal Storm and Erosion Hazards"
Coastal hazards are a widespread challenge that cost millions (and sometimes billions) of dollars in the U.S. every
year due to property loss, infrastructure damage and spending on mitigation measures. Reducing risk and
responding to coastal hazards is an ongoing challenge that relies on close coordination and cooperation between
geoscientists, coastal planners, floodplain and emergency managers, and communities at all levels. This free AGI
Critical Issues webinar will focus on efforts to anticipate, mitigate and respond to coastal storms, erosion and
associated hazards at the federal, state and local levels, with a focus on how geoscience informs planning at all
levels and examples of coastal hazard planning from the Pacific, Gulf and Atlantic coasts.
Speakers: Maria Honeycutt, Coastal Hazards Specialist, NOAA Office for Coastal Management; Patrick Barnard,
Research Geologist, USGS Pacific Coastal and Marine Science Center; Jeff Taebel, FAICP, Houston-Galveston Area
Council; and Jennifer Kline, Coastal Management Program, Georgia Department of Natural Resources.
CEUs and CECs: Certified Floodplain Managers who participate in the entire live webinar will earn 1 CEC from
ASFPM. All registrants who have paid for CEUs from the American Institute of Professional Geologists and have
attended the entire duration of the live webinar will receive 0.15 CEUs from AIPG.

EMI offering E0273 Managing Floodplain Development through the NFIP in August. This fourday course provides an opportunity for local officials responsible for administering their
floodplain regulations. The course will focus on the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
and concepts of floodplain management, maps and studies, ordinance administration, and the
relationship between floodplain management and flood insurance. The class will be held in
Emmitsburg, MD from Aug. 21-24. Deadline to register is July 9. For more information, visit:
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/bulletins/18a39fa
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EMI offering FREE course on the FEMA Coastal Construction Manual
Are you prepared for this and future hurricane seasons? Consider
expanding your knowledge of flood resistant design and construction
by attending a FREE course on the FEMA Coastal Construction
Manual. Space is limited.
Course Dates: Aug. 28-31, 2017
Course Length: Fours days
Location: Emergency Management Institute’s National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland
Course Description: This course is designed to train participants to effectively use FEMA P-55, Coastal
Construction Manual (4th Edition). The course and publication provide a comprehensive approach to planning,
siting, designing, constructing and maintaining homes in the coastal environment. The course contains in-depth
descriptions of design, construction and maintenance practices that, when followed, will increase the durability
of residential buildings in the harsh coastal environment and reduce economic losses associated with coastal
natural disasters.
Continuing Education Credits: ASFPM awards 12 CECs (core) for completion of this course.
Apply now, space is limited: Click the link to get information on how to apply for EMI courses:
http://training.fema.gov/Apply/. For additional information contact the course manager, Prasad Inmula, Ph.D.,
P.E., CFM at (301) 447-1374 or by email at: Prasad.Inmula@fema.dhs.gov.

Flood Apex Program: Rethinking America’s Costliest Disaster
The Department of Homeland Security Science and
Technology Directorate, at FEMA’s request, created the Flood
Apex Program. It brings together new and emerging
technologies designed to increase communities’ resilience to
flood disasters and provide flood predictive analytic tools.
The key objectives of the program are to reduce fatalities and
property losses from future flood events; increase
community resilience to disruptions caused by flooding; and
develop better investment strategies to prepare for, respond
to, recover from and mitigate against flood hazards
Work under the program follows six activity tracks, each of which will contribute products toward improving
flood resiliency and decision support over the four-year life of the program (2016 – 2020).
1. Reduce Flood Fatalities
2. Reduce Uninsured Losses
3. Improve Mitigation Investment Decisions
4. Enhance Community Resilience
5. Improve Management of Flood Support Data
6. Improve Predictive Flood Analytics
S&T recently released this video, which explains more about the Flood Apex Program. Visit this link for more
information, or contact first.responder@hq.dhs.gov.
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From the Chair
Maria Cox Lamm, CFM &
South Carolina State Floodplain Manager
Your Voice Matters!
I had the opportunity to go to D.C. and attend meetings on the Hill twice so far. The
first time was back in February as vice chair. It was very eye opening to see your
nation’s political process at work. Two things stood out on my first trip.
First, ASFPM is a well-respected voice on the Hill. It was obvious that through the
years the association has worked very hard to be the voice of good flood risk policy. Congressional staff listened
and asked informed questions. We even had one congressional delegation request a meeting with us (apparently
that is not the norm). I attribute this to all of the hard work ASFPM leadership has done over the last 40+ years.
Second, as a state employee and South Carolina citizen, staff from my state’s congressional delegation offices
paid extra attention to what I had to say. It was evident the staff appreciated the local perspective I was able to
provide. It was not uncommon to be asked how something was going to directly impact South Carolina. I shared
many specific cases that tied directly to the message ASFPM was trying to relay.
My second trip to D.C. during Memorial Day week was my first trip as ASFPM chair and at a very important time
with NFIP reauthorization and budget cuts. This time I was more familiar with the process and what to expect.
Once again, a couple of things stood out.
First, ASFPM has built very good relationships with committee staff members. We met staff from multiple
committees and were provided great information. They were honest and forthcoming with what we are facing
regarding budgets for FEMA as well as other federal agencies. This information is very helpful in how ASFPM will
respond in making sure the association’s message is being relayed effectively. Without this exchange, ASFPM
would not be aware of the areas to focus on and advocate for good policy and appropriate funding levels.
Second, Congress members like to introduce a lot of legislation. It was amazing to read through and organize
thoughts for every piece of legislation that had been introduced or might be introduced. Once again, ASFPM
leadership was prepared, having gone through all of the legislation. The preparation was time well spent as we
were asked to provide feedback on specific legislation or parts of legislation.
Both of my trips brought to light the benefit of ASFPM leadership going to D.C. and meeting with congressional
staff and committee staff. Our voice is respected and admired in ways I did not fully comprehend until seeing
ASFPM leadership in action.
It also was enlightening to see the interest from my congressional delegation. They were engaged and genuinely
interested in what I had to say. I would encourage everyone who can get to D.C. to go and utilize ASFPM’s
resources to meet with your congressional delegation. You will be surprised by how important your opinion,
information and knowledge is to the delegation.
If you can’t get to D.C., then call or write your delegation. They are interested and value the information only you
can provide.
In closing, I would encourage everyone to use your voice. It does matter! Especially now when faced with NFIP
reauthorization and budget cuts for programs we hold near and dear to our hearts.
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Big Muddy: Flood-Warned Actions
By Brian Rast, PE, CFM, PMP, Institute for Water Resources, Collaboration and
Public Participation Center of Expertise
In conjunction with ASFPM’s 2017 national conference in Kansas City, I led a technical tour of a portion of the
Missouri River, the “Big Muddy River.” The tour showed the Missouri team’s first interagency project in Parkville,
and helped show the decision history and flood risk management actions in the floodplain.
As the longest river in the
country, historical figures
influenced development,
including Andrew Humphreys,
Charles Ellet and James Eads.
Eads salvaged steamboats. He
daringly replaced his diver
himself and below the surface
felt the sediment flow through
his fingertips. He ultimately
proved jetties scour and
affected how river engineering
uses flow control structures per
Big Muddy’s Bank Stabilization
and Navigation Project. No locks
and dams can be found on this
steep fast river. Those on the
tour began to understand how
sediment and floods are the way
of this river.
The 1993 and 2011 floods
changed the city’s approach.
Flood Forecast Inundation Map with the NOAA NWS and USGS in
With no levee, they rely on
Leavenworth, Kansas just upstream of Parkville. Leveed area is yellow until
parks, trails, ball fields and
capacity exceedance. A new map is in beta testing.
ecosystem restoration with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Last fall Parkville adopted a new riverfront comprehensive plan that is all green.
As a pilot project in October 2012, Parkville received a flood forecast inundation map (FFIM). A FFIM helps public
understanding because aside from being a handy set of static inundation maps, the product also includes a
forecast point under the NOAA National Weather Service on the web.
This is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and the FFIM serves to visually represent either projected
flood extents for a forecasted stage or presents the continuum of risk for land use. This is something regulatory
maps do not do. They may even tend to mislead the public by almost inferring that the base flood is the only
flood risk of concern. During flooding, hydrographs are forecasted at many locations, but only a few have this
enhancement. Many communities can use FFIMs to place road closures at overtopping spots, install a flood
barrier or activate closure structures on levees, and on larger rivers, water providers may bring in pumps for
water intakes if river levels drop during droughts.
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What the participants on this ASFPM tour
learned was that the forecasted hydrograph
and known flood extents help position the
community to take action. The tour
demonstrated how to correlate the time
requirements for barrier installation and the
flood stage to perform the emergency action.
The tour integrated flood warning with FRM
actions to show what’s possible in 2017.
USACE developed a static map book and gave
NOAA NWS a way to show nearby levees by
coordinating with the USACE Levee Safety
USACE NFPC Chair Randy Behm and AquaFence representatives
Program. Local communities teamed up for a explain that ERDC works with FM Approvals to test and certify
new U.S. Geological Survey gage, including
barriers for communities.
the required three-year maintenance
agreement. And NOAA NWS has rolled out the flood stages and new forecast point. Soon the public will be able
to see inundation at various stages. City staff could correlate the timing for responding with a temporary flood
barrier.
USACE National Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee Chair Randall Behm described the National Flood
Barrier Testing and Certification Program that provides an unbiased evaluation of flood fighting products so
communities can make a decision about buying these products. ASFPM in collaboration with FM Approvals and
USACE’s Engineer Research and Development Center implemented this national program of testing and certifying
flood barrier products used for flood proofing and flood fighting. Twelve vendors with certified products are
listed on the website. AquaFence setup a flood
barrier segment for participants to better explain the
technical requirements for installation, especially the
number of people needed and the timing. My
technical briefing demonstrated use of the flood
warning system, which depended on the MidAmerica Regional Council coordinated
intercommunity costs for the new USGS gage’s
operation and maintenance agreement—so critical
for a river as dynamic as the Big Muddy. The variables
Brian Rast and city’s floodplain manager Stephen Lachky for flood barrier setup are important actions that
explained the connection between the flood warning
have to be tied to forecasts, including the action stage
system, the actions and the emergency action plan to
thresholds NWS assigns based on community input.
over 40 participants.
Finally, I helped connect the dots between the gages,
flood forecast inundation maps and future emergency action plans, which rural cities and levee sponsors should
consider. The city and everyone on the tour received this EAP template, so they too may develop flood-warned
actions.

Job Corner
 RCM Water and Environment in California needs a project manager for water resources projects
 Upper Mississippi River Basin hiring an executive director
 Engineer needed for the North Carolina Floodplain Mapping Program
Check out these jobs and others on ASFPM’s Job Corner. Are you an employer? Post your own job opening. It’s
completely free!
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Policy Matters!
Larry Larson, P.E., CFM
Director Emeritus – Senior Policy Advisor, ASFPM

State/Federal Relationship to Manage Flood Risk in the Nation
There are many different models for state/federal roles and functions in managing national programs. Think of
the many national programs that exist: highways, clean water, drinking water, stormwater, agricultural programs,
health, education, etc. While there is a need for some differences in each program, the basic principles of
effective models mostly follow the concept of delegation to the state with federal standards and oversight.
Managing flood risk in the nation is not managed like many of the above programs. Rather it is a hodgepodge.
This may be one of the primary reasons flood damage and costs continue to rise despite 100 years of building
flood control projects and 49 years of the NFIP. The NFIP was the modification to flood control projects when we
realized we needed to control the where and how of development rather than trying to control Mother Nature.
Two major issues drove this new direction: (1) increasing flood disaster costs, with a number of them a result of
structural flood control measures failing or being overtopped with large events, and (2) continued development
in high flood risk areas (which was followed by the communities seeking flood control measures to “protect”
them from flooding). Flood risk and costs were obviously spiraling up.
Gilbert White proposed managing flood risk through states and communities. But why would states and
communities do it, and how could the risk be shared? At the same time, every president beginning with FDR
asked why after every flood disaster, the federal taxpayer was paying huge costs to recover after floods and why
didn’t citizens have insurance against flooding? The shared concept was put forth in the principles of the National
Flood Insurance Program where the federal government would provide flood insurance in communities and
states that regulated new floodplain development to be safer.
The actual implementation of the NFIP did not follow the “state delegation” model of other programs. In fact, in
the beginning, the NFIP mostly viewed itself as a federal/community partnership (ignoring the fact that land use
and building code regulations needed at the local level actually flowed from state authority under the U.S.
Constitution). Interestingly, a number of Midwest and Northeast states actually had floodplain management
programs in place as the NFIP will beginning to set up its program. The NFIP bypassing the states and ignoring
state authority was the primary driving force to ASFPM forming.
So how might the NFIP federal/state partnership improve flood risk management in the nation? It is important to
realize the current arrangement resulted in some states putting less efforts and resources into state flood risk
management programs (not more because there is no incentive for doing so). In fact, there is a perverse incentive
for states to do less, because the federal taxpayer picks up much of the costs of large flood disasters. So some
states and communities see no downside in allowing more development to occur in high flood risk areas. States
and locals gain revenue from property taxes on added development, while they can fob off disaster costs to
federal taxpayers. This disconnect between the NIFP and federal disaster relief, while one of the original
purposes of the NFIP, has largely been severed, which some of us claim will only lead us to more and more costs
and damage.
What might a better arrangement be for managing flood risk? First of all, solutions must address the partnership
of the effort as well as connecting disaster costs to how the program is implemented. One model that should be
tried is the state delegation model of the EPA water programs and transportation programs. In these models, the
federal role is to set national standards and oversee and audit to make sure states are implementing and
enforcing the programs. A federal/state cost-sharing arrangement makes sense because an effective program
reduces federal taxpayer costs, and helps states and communities become more resilient to future flooding.
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You ask, “Why would my state accept delegation and responsibility for ensuring future flood costs and risks are
reduced?” This is where cost sharing can provide incentives for states to step up, build its capability and ensure
communities are doing it right. The better a state builds its capability and reduces future costs through better
standards, training, enforcement, etc., the higher its cost share from the federal taxpayer. This is the concept
FEMA put forth in the disaster deductible, which makes good sense. Congress, often known to throw huge dollars
at disaster relief, would need to take a long-range view of this concept. Under this arrangement, state
Legislatures and governments could also decide their approach based on long-term costs.
The state delegation with incentives approach would be a significant change in how FEMA works with states, but
is likely the only model that has the ability to reduce long-term costs to taxpayers, while also making the nation
safer and able to survive in our ever changing and increasing flood risk world.

Mark Your Calendars for our
Upcoming National Conferences
National Flood Mitigation & FloodProofing Workshop
Aug. 14-17, 2017
Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel | Iselin, New Jersey
Phoenix, Arizona, June 17-22, 2018
Cleveland, Ohio, May 19-24, 2019
Fort Worth, Texas, June 7-12, 2020
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What’s happening around the nation?
A collection of the most viewed stories on our Facebook page

Pennsylvania—Stormwater drainage swales need to be maintained to stay effective. Check out
this long-term plan to fix a swale in Lititz Borough. Read the Land Studies story.

Florida—The South Florida Building Code, used by Dade and Broward counties, had
been regarded as one of the best in the country. Hurricane Andrew revealed another
truth: Standards aren’t worth the paper they’re written on without adequate
enforcement. Lawmakers, buoyed by public sentiment, set about making changes.
Read the LA Times story.
“When people see we’re taking concrete action to actually deal with the stresses of
climate change and sea level rise in a sample community like this and we are successful
and learning, confidence builds that maybe we can stay here another 50 or 60 years and
stay out of harm’s way. This is where the tide will turn.” Read Miami Herald’s story.
Interesting. This millennial contemplates buying a home in Miami. He read sea level
rise reports, interviewed a resiliency manager, home builder and chief resiliency
officer, read up on real estate markets, banking, NFIP and re-insurance challenges. And
ends the article with, "Any realtor ready to start shopping with me?" Read “How to buy
a home in Miami, the sinking city.”

Hurricane Areas—Another great PSA for hurricane season. "Many people are
under the impression that the federal government will help them out if their home
floods—but it's not as much help as you might expect...get flood insurance." Read
ABC13.com’s story.
"Debate the cause if you want to expend more hot air denying science. But it’s a fact that
resale values of coastal homes in Miami, Atlantic City and Norfolk, Va. are already starting
to erode." Read “Coastal Mortgage Value Collapse” by Risk and Insurance.

Hawaii—As record-breaking high tides overwhelm Hawaii, people are getting a preview
of what life will be like in the decades to come. Read “The Ghost of Climate-Change
Future” from The Atlantic.

North Carolina—Right on, mayor! We need more saying this. Kinston, NC Mayor
B.J. Murphy told the governor it's more urgent to start talking about flood mitigation
measures than disaster relief. Read WUNC’s “Kinston Mayor Wants to Talk Flood
Prevention, Not Disaster Relief.”

Virginia—Well, this is unfortunate. Good intent, poor execution in elevating houses
in Virginia Beach. Read the story from Virginia-Pilot.
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News You Can Use
FEMA Welcomes New FEMA Administrator Brock Long
“After a Senate confirmation vote of 95-4 [June 20], Brock Long was
officially sworn in as FEMA administrator by Department of Homeland
Security Secretary John Kelly,” said FEMA Spokesman William Booher.
“Administrator Long comes to FEMA with almost two decades of
emergency management experience, in both the public and private
sectors. As director of Alabama’s Emergency Management Agency, he
served as the state coordinating officer for 14 disasters. Additionally,
Administrator Long's most recent experience in the private sector adds a
unique perspective as we continue to engage the whole community in
our mission. Administrator Long will lead an agency of 16,000 employees
across the country, supporting state, local, tribal and territorial officials
as they prepare for, respond to, recover from and mitigate against
natural and manmade disasters. We would also like to take this time to thank Robert J. Fenton, Jr. for his work as
acting administrator of FEMA. Mr. Fenton will resume his duties as regional administrator for FEMA Region 9.”
Administrator Long’s biography can be viewed here.

Protecting Building Utility Systems from Flood Damage Updated
FEMA’s Building Science Branch released the second edition of
Protecting Building Utility Systems from Flood Damage (FEMA P-348).
The publication illustrates the design and construction of utility
systems that comply with NFIP requirements for new or substantially
improved residential and non-residential structures in flood-prone
areas. Geared to local officials, building owners, architects, engineers,
builders, contractors and property managers, the guide can be
especially useful when considering upgrades to or replacement of
utility systems. It points out ways to meet floodplain management
regulations and building codes. Even if NFIP compliance is not required,
many building owners find that applying the mitigation measures
described in this publication will not only reduce future flood damage,
but also facilitate faster recovery after flooding.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program now more User Friendly
The Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant Program recently revised and reformatted its online content. The userfriendly content is designed to help visitors easily locate general information about the program. Online tools and
resource materials are now aligned and
consolidated more intuitively into the
following categories: individual, state or local
government or federally-recognized tribes.
Also, best practice stories are now available
in story and video formats.
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No time for relaxing at lunch June 26 in our nation's
Capitol. L-R: David Conrad, Larry Larson, Merrie Inderfurth
and Chad Berginnis work on ASFPM priorities and talking
points for upcoming meetings with senators regarding
NFIP reform and budgetary concerns.

Other ASFPM Actions…
EPA Regulations
ASFPM comments on repeal, replacement or modifications to EPA Regulations (May 15, 2017)
ASFPM comments on Clean Water Rule (June 19, 2017)

Flood Insurance Reform
Roger Lindsey, ASFPM CBOR regent, quoted in this great article from Pew Charitable Trusts (June 19, 2017).

FEMA
Shana Udvardy, ASFPM's International Committee co-chair, outlines her top five priorities for new FEMA Chief
Brock Long (June 19, 2017).

Federal Flood Risk Management Standard
ASFPM and many others sign this letter to the White House, urging the administration to support the Federal
Flood Risk Management Standard (June 19, 2017).
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From the Director’s Desk
Chad Berginnis, CFM
Executive Director, ASFPM

Fires and floods: Lessons learned from the Grenfell Tower Hi-Rise Fire
The tragic Grenfell Tower fire in London a few weeks ago took at least 79 lives. That is more
deaths than the large Loma Prieta earthquake in California in 1989. Many more individuals
were injured, and others have had their lives turned upside down due to losses and the need to rebuild their
lives. It has been reported that for just about $6,500 more, the fireproof version of the exterior cladding could
have been used for the tower’s 2015-16 renovation. But the companies renovating the tower wanted a cheaper
option. But wait, how could this have happened in 2016? Where were the building codes?
The good news is that the codes exist. In the U.S., most jurisdictions won’t allow the type of cladding used in
Grenfell Tower for buildings higher than 40 feet because they have adopted the International Building Code,
which requires cladding for tall buildings to pass rigorous tests developed by the National Fire Protection
Association called NFPA 285. The bad news, there is no guarantee that this standard exists in your community or
won’t be taken out of the code in the future because ultimately the code adoption process is a political one,
where many states and communities have options of opting out of code provisions they don’t like. Case in point,
the District of Columbia and states of Indiana, Minnesota and Massachusetts have exempted some cladding with
combustible materials from NFPA 285 testing.

Fire breaks out June 14 at Grenfell Tower in London. At least 79 people lost their lives.
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Unfortunately we seem to live in an environment that government regulations are seen as the enemy, where
builders and other opponents of standards and codes rail against them because of increased cost. And local
governments (this means you too states) facilitate this point of view because they perceive such an increased
cost as hampering economic development. Finally, there seems to be diminishing credit given to the science and
practical reasons for such standards.
The result? A tragedy like Grenfell Tower. And here in the U.S., even when a state adopts the most recent version
of the International Building Code, it may not protect you in the way you think! For you floodies, the most recent
example of this occurred this past year in Louisiana, where in their consideration of adopting the 2015
International Residential Code, the state ultimately chose to omit the new and very modest provision of the 2015
IRC requiring 1 foot of freeboard as minimum flood protection elevation. Yes, you heard that right. One of the
most flood-prone states in the nation chose to omit a consensus code provision of 1 foot of freeboard (currently
less than 10% of Louisiana’s 350 jurisdictions have any freeboard at all). And that is the very real problem of our
code adoption process here in the states. Presently, there is another decision pending that could have similar
consequences. Florida is considering legislation to roll back their current process of adopting the new building
code as a whole and replacing it with a process that would allow the state to pick and choose standards. Florida’s
current process was a result of deficiencies found in the codes after Hurricane Andrew, which caused $25 billion
in damage and 44 deaths in the state.
The main point is this—flood provisions in the international codes have been evolving for many years based on
analyses of damage (lessons learned), testing, technological advances and scientific findings. The minimum flood
safety standards of the NFIP have largely been the same for 40 years. It is a fool’s argument to say that because
the NFIP minimum standard haven’t changed, we should not adopt the latest standards or testing requirements
in the international building codes. Yet this argument is not only being made, it is being made successfully. But
should people’s lives being put in danger so contractors can save money, or politicians staying in office, even BE
an argument to have?
At the same time, ASFPM is aware of two concerns expressed by local floodplain mangers: 1) in terms of impacts
to the standards that they administer and how this ultimately plays out in terms of who has the primary
responsibility to administer and enforce flood provisions in a community. I think that these process issues can be
worked on in a state-by-state basis where both floodplain managers and building officials can have effective
roles. Remember NFIP minimum standards also govern land use (such as subdivisions) and non-building types of
development. 2) That once a building code freeboard is adopted, that communities cannot go beyond the
building code. The reality is that there is language in the 2015 IRC that if adopted intact, it allows communities
that wish to adopt a higher freeboard to do so. ASFPM continually promotes freeboard higher than 1 foot and
encourages communities to adopt them!
ASFPM recognizes the importance of building codes and standards in flood-prone areas, which is why we’re
holding our 7th National Flood Mitigation and Floodproofing Workshop Aug. 14-17 in Iselin NJ. Registration is
open now! It is the 5-year anniversary of Hurricane Sandy and all workshop participants will have the opportunity
to see codes and flood mitigation in action in the field. Also, there will be several building code- and standardsrelated presentations from ASCE-24 to the new ANSI 2510 standards for flood abatement equipment. Come and
learn about the latest codes and standards to help keep us safe from flooding!
Your partner in loss reduction,

Chad
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What’s the ASFPM
Foundation been up to?
Oklahoma Flood Risk Symposium

The Oklahoma Flood Risk Symposium, held in March, was the 11th state
flood risk symposium sponsored by the ASFPM Foundation and the first
held in Oklahoma. The forum’s title, “Flood Risk Reduction in Oklahoma:
One Discussion, Common Goals,” proved to be fitting, as 54 participants
from across a variety of industry sectors participated in this event.
Following a day of insightful speakers and meaningful discussion,
participants developed and refined a number of action items. These action
items will be presented to the OFMA Board of Directors for inclusion in
the Association’s Strategic Plan and Policy Agenda and will form the basis
for OFMA’s continuing flood risk reduction efforts.
The event results will serve invaluable for years to come. Similarly, the
importance of the contributions of the many event volunteers from OFMA
and the ASFPM Foundation cannot be overstated.

Dr. Dennis Mileti
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The ASFPM Foundation presents its third
“Larry A. Larson Speaker Series” July 9, 2017
in Broomfield, Colorado. The featured
speaker is Dr. Dennis Mileti, professor
emeritus of sociology, University of
Colorado Boulder, and director emeritus of
the Natural Hazards Center. Mileti and his
panel will present, “Floodplain
Management and Community Resilience in
a World with Changing Contextual Factors.”
This year’s speaker series is being held in
conjunction with the 42nd Annual Natural
Hazards Research and Applications
Workshop, which takes place July 9-12. If
you have any questions about attending
this event, please contact Diane Brown at
asfpmfoundation@floods.org.

WHAT IS THE ASFPM
FOUNDATION?
In 1996, ASFPM established
a non-profit, tax exempt
foundation, which serves as
an advocate for the
profession and as a voice for
you, the practitioner,
supplier or service provider.
The foundation seeks and
directs funds to help ASFPM
meet its goals and support
floodplain management
activities that originate
outside of ASFPM.
Foundation donations have
supported development of
the CFM program, No
Adverse Impact
publications, college student
paper competitions, higher
education opportunities in
FPM, and specialty think
tank meetings, including the
Gilbert F. White National
Flood Policy Forums and
Larry Larson Speakers
Series.
ASFPM Foundation
promotes public policy
through strategic initiatives
and serves as an incubator
for long-term policy
development that promotes
sustainable floodplain and
watershed management.
Learn more or donate here.
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ASFPM Editorial Guidelines: ASFPM accepts and welcomes articles from our members and partners. “The
Insider” and “News & Views” have a style format, and if necessary, we reserve the right to edit submitted articles
for space, grammar, punctuation, spelling, potential libel and clarity. If we make substantive changes, we will
email the article back to you for your approval before using. We encourage you to include art with your article in
the form of photos, illustrations, charts and graphs. Please include a description of the art, along with the full
name of who created the art. If the art is not yours originally, you must include expressed, written consent
granting ASFPM permission to use the art in our publications. Copyright© Association of State Floodplain
Managers, Inc. Information and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the ASFPM
Board of Directors. Reproduction, with credit, permitted for individual ASFPM-authored articles. Please contact
Michele Mihalovich at editor@floods.org.
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