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Take Action on Flood Map 

Funding with ASFPM Engage! 

Late last month we launched a new advocacy platform that helps 
ASFPM members stay current on important legislation and give them 
the resources needed to make their voices heard at the state and 
federal levels. During the first week of the campaign, 58 letters have 
been sent to 39 different U.S. Senators urging them to support flood 
map funding. Thank you for such a strong response! 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to take 
action, please do so today by 
contacting your senators regarding  
FY2021 Senate Appropriation for the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).  It will only take 10 minutes 
when you use our new ASFPM 
Engage platform. 
 
ASFPM Engage is an outreach communication platform featuring 
legislative information of interest to the floodplain management 
community. When you visit the site, you’ll see a snapshot of all the 
bills we are actively monitoring, including our official position, 
commentary, bill sponsor(s), and latest actions. You also can enter 
your zip code to look up your elected officials at the local, state, and 
federal levels. 
 
For some of the key issues, you’ll have the opportunity to share your 
comments and concerns directly with your representatives using 
ASFPM-developed talking points, which you have the option of 
personalizing with information of particular relevance to your state or 
local community. 
 
As we mentioned, this is a critical time in the federal budget process 
to remind your two U.S. Senators know how important funding for 
FEMA’s Floodplain Mapping Program is to reduce and mitigate flood 
risk in your community. At stake is a $163 million gap between the 
$263 million for floodplain mapping the House of Representatives 
passed in their FY2021 budget bill and the $100 million President 
Trump requested. Without hearing from constituents, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee may falsely conclude that the president’s 
budget request is sufficient. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A quick, easy, and effective 

way to reach out to elected 

officials on legislative issues 

of interest to the floodplain 

management community. 

https://cqrcengage.com/floods/home?
https://www.facebook.com/ASFPM/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/association-of-state-floodplain-managers-inc-
https://twitter.com/FloodsOrg
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Here’s how to use ASFPM Engage to write a letter that will go directly to your senators: 
 
 Visit the ASFPM Engage page on the ASFPM website. 
 Under “Engage on an Issue” you’ll see which bills we’re asking for members to take action on 

by writing a letter. 
 Enter your contact information. Your mailing address will be included in the letter. Your phone 

number and email address will not be shared, but will allow the form to remember you for 
subsequent campaigns. 

 Next you will see some background information on the issue and the letter the ASFPM policy 
team has crafted. You are welcome to send the letter as it is written or personalize it by 
adding your local perspective. You’ll see a section in the body of the template where you’re 
able to do that. 

 Once you’re happy with the letter, simply click Submit and the letter will go directly to the 
intended recipients. 

 While on the site, be sure to opt-in to receive email updates from the ASFPM policy team. 
They’ll be in touch whenever there’s an opportunity to amplify our collective voices. 

 
We encourage you to visit ASFPM Engage today and take advantage of this powerful new tool. As 
flood losses increase in the nation, the need for sound floodplain management and adequate funding to 
support those policies is more important than ever. No one understands the issues better than our 
members, and we need to remain strong advocates for our communities by letting Congress know what 
is needed. It really does make a difference. 
  

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Call for Abstracts is Now Open for 2021  
It’s time to start pulling together the ASFPM 2021 program and we need your help! Submit an 
abstract, or two, to share your flood mitigation story, tool, or resource. Go to the conference website 
and follow instructions to use the 
online submission form.  
 
The Call for Abstracts seeks a broad 
range of professionals to submit 
abstracts for 30-minute concurrent 
sessions and/or two- to four-hour 
workshops that address issues, 
problems, and solutions associated 
with managing and communicating flood risk, making communities more resilient, and protecting 
floodplain and fragile natural resources. 
  

Submissions are due Oct. 31, 2020.  Conference registration will open in Feb. 2021. 

The safety, health and well-being of our attendees is always the top priority. We are continually 
monitoring the developments of COVID-19. At this time, the ASFPM 45th Annual National Conference 
is moving forward as scheduled May 9-13 in Raleigh, N.C. We will continue to monitor CDC and local 
city/state guidelines. In order to be prepared for all possible outcomes, when you submit your 
abstract, you will be asked: “In the event we must pivot the conference to a virtual format, would you 
be willing to record/present your abstract in a virtual format?” It is okay to mark “No” on this question 
if you only wish to present your abstract at an in-person conference. 
  

Submit your abstract  

https://cqrcengage.com/floods/home?
https://asfpmconference.org/
https://asfpmconference.org/program-2/call-for-abstracts/
https://asfpmconference.org/
https://asfpmconference.org/
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From the Director’s Desk  
By Chad Berginnis, CFM 

Executive Director, ASFPM 

 
Progress in the Face of Monumental Challenges 
 
For many, 2020 will be a year that we will collectively look back at declare it to 
be among the worst in memory. Whether it is battling the pandemic, dealing 
with record job losses and the economic fallout from the pandemic, the polarization of the electorate, 
and the fact that we are experiencing one of the most prolific hurricane seasons in recent history, there 
isn’t much to be positive about.  
 
However, in our flood-focused corner of the world, I want to declare that 2020 has been a year of 
progress. True, it may have been incremental, but progress all the same. And that is certainly something 
we can build on.  
 
In Larry’s Policy Matters column (page 9), he talks about several policy advancements in floodplain 
management despite the NFIP being reauthorized without any reform for another year. The fact of the 
matter is, there are many advancements taking place including very important discussions on two 
dimensional mapping, the updated and future looking rainfall frequency information for the nation, 
updates to the FEMA’s NFIP Technical Bulletin series for floodplain management, the roll-out of FEMA’s 
new BRIC program, changes in benefit-cost analysis to better recognize natural functions of floodplains, 
and updates to the standards for floodproofing technology, just to name a few. And we are on the cusp 
of a number of other advancements as well as the potential for the passage of the Digital Coast Act this 
year, better transparency and availability of residual risk maps for levee and dam failures, and perhaps a 
Water Resource Development Act. Indeed, there seems to be as much, if not more, policy work going on 
now as was happening before Covid-19 limited our face-to-face interactions with policy makers.  
 
Along with the policy improvements, there has been some major progress here at ASFPM as well! In June 
we rolled out our new website with improvements such as our ASFPM Engage! tool to make it easier for 
people to reach out to their members of Congress and track bills of interest in flooding issues. The 
pandemic has forced us to better embrace online and remote training and learning – and the lessons 
learned from our first virtual conference (if you missed it, you can still get it on demand) are being 
integrated into our planning for future events. We are also beginning to seriously evaluate how we can 
be more intentional and proactive in addressing social and environmental justice issues and climate 
change with the passage of a new climate change policy and, for the first time, an intentional focus on 
social justice in our annual goals and objectives. Our Flood Science Center rolled out the updated, 
Elected Officials Guide to floodplain management this past spring and the ASFPM library has just 
cataloged and created a legal library special collection of all of ASFPM’s existing legal resources.  
 
Looking forward, ASFPM is working on a number of very exciting issues and projects. Here are a few:  

 development of a comprehensive flood mitigation library for the public and floodplain 
managers alike to better understand and compare mitigation options; 

 additional options to access and take the Certified Floodplain Manager exam online as part of 
our Paper-to-Digital initiative; 

 an update to ASFPM’s popular legal research to help floodplain managers better adopt, 
administer, and enforce their regulations; 

 development of a two-day “essentials” course for new state floodplain managers;  
 working with ASFPM chapters to launch our Substantial Damage Initiative (SDI) to have 

trained cadres of floodplain managers in every state and ASFPM chapter; and 
 more opportunities to leverage e-learning, including an expansion of on-demand training.   

(Continued on page 4) 

https://cqrcengage.com/floods/home?0
https://www.pathlms.com/asfpm
https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/products/elected-officials-flood-risk-guide/
https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/products/legal-library/
https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/projects/flood-mitigation-library-website/
https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/projects/legal-guide-for-flood-risk-management/
https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/projects/post-disaster-compliance-building-community-capability/
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Did that whet your appetite yet? In our 40+ years of existence, ASFPM has been at the vanguard of 
effective flood risk reduction whether it be through our policy work, training, education, outreach, 
research, or tool development. We are well positioned to make significant progress in the next 40 years, 
but we need your help to get there.  
 
Next month, ASFPM’s membership renewal campaign for 2021 gets underway and I want to make an 
early request for your help. Although ASFPM is a 501(c)(3) scientific and educational organization, a large 
part of our budget comes through membership to the association. We also know by looking at data from 
the Great Recession, that 2021 could be a pretty tough year – especially for our state and local 
government members. Typically, the effects of a recession are felt last by state and local governments 
due to the lag in tax revenue that is generated. Long story short, while we know there is always going to 
be competition for the limited dollars that you choose to spend on organizational memberships, we hope 
that ASFPM has made the case that we are a good investment. In addition to individual memberships, we 
also have agency and corporate partners. Our membership engagement coordinator, Cate Secora 
(cate@floods.org), can answer any questions you have. I am proud of the work that ASFPM has done, and 
on behalf of the staff and leadership of ASFPM I want to thank you for all that you do to make our world 
more flood resilient, and ask for your continued partnership in doing this important work! 
 
Your partner in loss reduction, 
 
Chad 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

Report Outlines How NC Can Tackle Climate 

Change, Address Environmental Justice 
A new report from the Center for American Progress outlines how North Carolina 
can reduce the impact of climate change in a way that addresses systemic racism 
and environmental justice.  
 
The recommendations come after the state issued findings earlier this year that 
show North Carolina will see more extreme heat, damaging storms and floods, 
and rising sea levels—all to the detriment of the state’s public health, economy, 
and environment.  
 
Like many other states, systemic and historic disparities in North Carolina, driven 
by discriminatory zoning and housing discrimination, have exacerbated the risks 
and effects of more extreme weather and other climate change impacts, the report finds. 
 
In the report, Building a Just Climate Future for North Carolina, CAP outlines six ways state leaders can 
create safe and healthy communities and ensure access to clean and affordable energy: 
 

1. Create standards for building clean and resilient infrastructure and housing. 
2. Prioritize equitable housing policies and just community development. 
3. Accelerate cleanup of toxic sites and flood mitigation. 
4. Provide equitable access to clean and affordable energy. 
5. Support a just transition to clean energy. 
6. Foster inclusive and equitable public engagement. 

 
Read the report: Building a Just Climate Future for North Carolina.    

mailto:cate@floods.org
https://ncics.org/cics-news/the-north-carolina-climate-science-report/
file:///C:/Users/Mary.Bart/Documents/Annual Status Reports
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/green/reports/2020/09/09/490114/building-just-climate-future-north-carolina/
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Preparing Floodplain Administrators for  

Post-Disaster Responsibilities 
By Mitch Paine, CFM 
 
Floodplain administrators often wear multiple hats, serving additionally as clerks, building officials, or 
planners, but they all play crucial floodplain management roles in rebuilding after a disaster. This article 
will focus on things floodplain administrators can do before any disaster strikes to prepare for post-
disaster responsibilities. 
 
Rebuilding homes and businesses is a 
top priority for most homeowners 
and business owners after a disaster, 
whether flooding, earthquakes, or 
wildfires. The floodplain 
administrator’s primary role is 
ensuring that all the rebuilding in the 
special flood hazard area (SFHA) 
complies with floodplain 
management regulations, particularly 
the section of all local floodplain 
management codes related to 
substantial damage. Applying this 
section helps communities and 
neighborhoods become more 
resilient from flooding in the future. 
 
Substantial damage responsibilities 
“Substantial damage” code provisions 
require communities to ensure that 
structures damaged 50% or more of 
the pre-damage market value meet all floodplain 
requirements for new construction. The damage is from any source whether flooding, fire, earthquake, or 
a tree falling on a house. The floodplain administrator is responsible for making substantial damage 
determinations and ensuring that any permitted reconstruction work complies, which, for substantially 
damaged buildings, means elevating to the base flood elevation or the community’s freeboard. There are 
many things that communities can do before a flood event or other natural disaster to prepare for 
substantial damage responsibilities. 
 
Pre-disaster preparation 
There are a couple things a floodplain administrator can do before any disaster happens. First, knowing 
your Flood Insurance Rate Maps well is key to understanding where substantial damage determinations 
are going to be important. Remember that substantial damage provisions apply to any type of damage, 
so while a flood is likely to occur in the SFHA, a structure fire for example can happen anywhere. Having a 
detailed knowledge of your flood maps will help you catch these kinds of situations. 
 
Second, take time to develop a standard operating procedure (SOP) for managing substantial damage. 
An SOP should specify how the community staff will inspect damage buildings, communicate to the 
public about permitting requirements, apply those permitting procedures, and allow applicants the ability 
to appeal substantial damage determinations. Reach out to your State NFIP Coordinator for help on 
developing an SOP or attend one of the trainings referenced below for more information.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                           Continued on page 4 

A potentially substantially damaged house. 



 

News & Views                                                         October  2020 6

DRRA 2018 Section 1206: What 

Floodplain Managers Need to Know 

By Stacey D. Ricks, CFM, Mississippi State NFIP 

Coordinator 

 
Floodplain managers will soon have a new tool to 
assist with their post-disaster responsibilities in 
the form of an update to the Disaster Recovery 
Reform Act (DRRA). Section 1206 of DRRA 
provides a process where state, local, tribal, and 
territorial (SLTT) governments may be reimbursed 
for certain activities associated with building/
floodplain ordinances after a declared major 
disaster.  
 
Eligible work includes: 
 Building code administration 
 Code enforcement 
 Floodplain management ordinance 

administration to include substantial damage 
estimates 

 
Some of the specific activities that could be 
reimbursed are: emergency work, purchase of 
additional supplies/equipment, cost of EMAC/
mutual aid, ordinance enforcement, hire/train 
staff, substantial damage collection/enforcement, 
and inspections. ASFPM was a strong advocate in 
ensuring FEMA addressed the long-standing issue 
of reimbursement for these important activities. 
 
DRRA 1206 will greatly increase the recovery 
process and enhance the SLTT administration of 
floodplain ordinances and building codes across 
our nation. However, it’s important to keep in 
mind that these activities will be eligible for 
reimbursement for no more than 180 days after 
the date of a major disaster declaration and the 
SLTT must be participating in the National Flood 
Insurance Program to take part in reimbursement.  
 
A NFIP participant should check with FEMA 
regarding the policy for this section before 
moving forward with any activities for 
reimbursement. There may be ineligible activities 
and certain constraints for reimbursement 
beyond what is noted here.  
 
On page 7, Massachusetts’ Joy Duperault, CFM 
shares how her state is preparing for the 
eventual implementation of DRRA 1206 to 
ensure an effective post-disaster response.   

Continued from page 3 
 
Third, make your management and elected 
officials aware of the floodplain management and 
substantial damage requirements in your 
ordinance. After a natural disaster, there is often 
pressure to waive permits and fees to help 
property owners rebuild faster. While waiving fees 
may be OK, not requiring floodplain development 
permits will jeopardize the community’s standing 
in the National Floods Insurance Program. The 
more prepared your whole community is in the 
face of natural disasters, the better the 
community’s recovery will be.  
 
Training available 
The three actions above are some of the key 
actions that communities should take, but there 
are more steps and details to preparing for 
substantial damage. Your state floodplain 
manager or your FEMA regional office can help 
you develop more robust substantial damage 
SOPs and better understand these responsibilities. 
They can also alert you to trainings available in 
your area.  
 
ASFPM offers various training and professional 
development opportunities throughout the year 
and maintains a calendar of upcoming chapter 
events on its website. Visit the ASFPM Training 
and Knowledge Center.  

 

 

To mark the 10th anniversary of Engineering with 

Nature, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers created 

a 10-episode podcast series to share stories of 

how communities are harnessing the power of 

nature to innovate, solve problems, and create 

sustainable solutions. A new episode is posted 

each Wednesday through Oct. 28, 2020. 

 

Catch up on the first few episodes here.   

https://www.floods.org/conferences-events/all-events-calendar/
https://www.floods.org/conferences-events/all-events-calendar/
https://www.floods.org/training-knowledge-center/
https://www.floods.org/training-knowledge-center/
https://ewn.el.erdc.dren.mil/podcasts.html
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Implementing DRRA 1206 for Substantial 

Damage Determinations 
By Joy Duperault, CFM, Massachusetts State NFIP Coordinator 
 
As of the date of this writing (Sept. 15, 2020), FEMA has not finalized their policy to address the Disaster 
Recovery Reform Act Section 1206 “Building Code and Floodplain Management Administration and 
Enforcement.” Included under eligible activities is this piece (Section C.1.d): 
 

d) Substantial Damage Determinations: For existing buildings located in areas regulated by the 
community’s floodplain management ordinance or building code, eligible work may include work 
to: 

i. Conduct initial field surveys to determine extent of damage and establish damage trends to 
identify areas to focus building-specific assessment efforts. 
ii. Prepare cost information on repairs and pre-disaster market value estimates for substantial 
damage estimates. 
iii. Hire, train, supervise, certify, and license staff, as required to conduct eligible activities 
Collect field data for damage assessments. 
iv. Enter administrative data into the Substantial Damage Estimator. 
v. Track cumulative substantial damage and repetitive loss for communities, if required. 
vi. Conduct damage inventory of structures. 
vii. Inform property owners of damage determination and provide compliance requirements. 
viii. Perform inspections to ensure compliance with repair and substantial damage 
construction requirements. 
ix. Determine whether proposed improvements are “substantial improvements” and trigger 
requirements for compliance, including a building permit. 
x. Review, adjudicate, and resolve substantial damage determination appeals. 

 
While this policy/ process change has been long awaited by state and local permitting authorities across 
the nation, it is not necessarily easy to implement. Local building officials and their staff are not usually 
versed in the reimbursement processes of FEMA’s post-disaster Public Assistance (PA) Program, under 
which this activity lives. The PA reimbursement process can include documentation procedures that are 
time-consuming and open to disagreement, so it’s a good idea to get everything ironed out ahead of 
time with the right federal, state, and local team. 
 
In this article, I share a few strategies to help states prepare for the eventual implementation of DRRA 
1206 to ensure an effective post-disaster response.  
 
The first thing to consider is the certification required to allow auxiliary code enforcement assistance in a 
local community. Does the state or community have specific accreditation requirements for visiting code 
officials? If so, how can “outsiders” (e.g. code officials from other states or consultants) be vetted quickly 
and effectively to allow them to participate when there’s an immediate local need? Often a state has 
state building officials who can step in and assist, but even this team may be overwhelmed after a large 
disaster event. 
 
Secondly, what kind of federal-state-local team needs to be developed so that all the details are 
addressed pre-disaster? Questions to answer include: who specifically will decide if the municipality 
needs assistance with substantial damage determinations? Is there a certain number of floodplain 
structures that must be impacted? If so, does the municipality have all of their floodplain structures 
flagged in a database for a quick estimate? If assistance is warranted, what specific roles will the auxiliary 

(Continued on page 8) 
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staff fulfill? Will they only conduct windshield assessments, or will they go all the way with full structural 
analysis and substantial damage permitting assistance? How will they fit into the local authority—will 
they need badges and credentialing, city trucks, or local equipment such as tablets and other tools? Will 
these things be ready immediately post-disaster? 
 
The federal-state-local team should meet and make these types of decisions during blue sky times so 
that when the disaster approaches (or happens suddenly) there is a plan in place with a list of each 
authority and their specific responsibilities. What can be expected of each partner? 
 
Finally, excellent documentation is the key to a smooth reimbursement process. Certifiable time sheets 
with fringe benefits, documentation for equipment use, allowable hotel and per diem costs—all eligible 
expenses must be clearly submitted with the PA worksheets in proper order. There may not be an 
experienced FEMA coordinator available to process these requests, so it’s a good idea to learn how to 
work with your local and state recovery offices for the best outcome. 
 
FEMA expects to finalize the DRRA 1206 policy later this fall, and any type of federally declared disaster 
that impacts floodplain structures is an opportunity to use this new federal resource. If you haven’t yet 
started your team discussions, now is the time to do so.  
 

 

Georgetown Climate Center Launches 

Equitable Adaptation Legal & Policy Toolkit 

The effects of climate change—including rising temperatures, pollution, 
and the increasing frequency and intensity of severe storms —
disproportionately affect low-income people and communities of color 
who are already facing significant economic and social challenges.  
 
To help communities address these challenges of climate change and 
social inequality, Georgetown Climate Center (GCC) partnered with leading 
experts from across the country to develop the Equitable Adaptation Legal 
& Policy Toolkit.  
 
The toolkit features emerging best practices, legal and policy tools, and 
more than 100 case studies on equitable adaptation solutions from the 
country. It explores fundamental concepts of procedural equity, 
community-driven engagement, and governance, then provides in-depth 
exploration and actionable insights on such key equity topics as: 

 
 Resilient Affordable Housing, Anti-Displacement & 

Gentrification 
 Natural Resilience & Green Space 
 Equitable Disaster Preparedness, Response & Recovery 
 Resilient Energy, Utilities, and Water 
 Public Health; and more. 

 
Each chapter includes lessons learned from communities and states that have implemented different 
approaches, and provides frameworks to help practitioners craft legal and policy options that address the 
needs of people who are most affected. 
 
Learn more about the Equitable Adaptation Legal & Policy Toolkit  

(Continued from page 7) 

https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/equitable-adaptation-toolkit/introduction.html
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/equitable-adaptation-toolkit/introduction.html
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/equitable-adaptation-toolkit/introduction.html
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 Policy Matters!  
 
By Larry Larson, P.E., CFM 
Director Emeritus – Senior Policy Advisor, ASFPM 
 
Hope for any kind of NFIP reform was kicked down the road for another year 
with the 11th hour passage of the Continuing Resolution that will provide 
funding for the program through Sept. 30, 2021, but with no changes. This is 
the 16th time for these types of short-term reauthorizations since the end of 
FY2017. While it’s better than a lapse in funding, it represents a missed 
opportunity nonetheless.  
 
In addition, there are many aspects of the NFIP and related flood loss reduction programs that are being 
modified through rules, policy, and appropriations. It is important for all floodplain managers to keep 
abreast of these changes, since they impact how you do your job every day. Let’s discuss a few of the 
flood risk management changes that are occurring or under consideration.     
 
Mapping. A key to updating mapping is that the amount of funding appropriated to assist in producing 
flood maps has been set by Congress at a significant level for the past two years, and hopefully for 
another year. Many of you have let your congressional representatives and senators know how critical 
mapping is in your community or state. The recent ASFPM Engage effort has already resulted in letters 
going out to 37 senators asking that they let the Senate Appropriations Committee know how important 
flood map funding is. We urge you to use the ASFPM Engage page to contact your U.S. Senators and 
encourage them to support flood map funding.  
 
Additionally, the standards for producing maps and the processes used continue to be updated. The 
ASFPM Mapping and Engineering Committee recently led an effort to provide comments to FEMA on 
recently proposed changes. Check the committee webpage for those comments, located under 
committee documents. Another key effort that came to light after recent extreme rainfalls is that the 
projected 1% rainfall numbers used to develop flood maps are sorely out of date (some are 50 years old) 
so maps produced using that data are inaccurate. ASFPM is currently leading an effort to have NOAA 
directly fund the National Weather Service to update this data in the Atlas 14 series, which is used to 
develop flood maps and guide development to be more resilient to flooding. There is now pending 
legislation (S 4462) to accomplish this, and we are hopeful this could be enacted this year. Additionally, 
ASFPM continues to push to ensure that all of the floodplain mapping layers required in the Biggert-
Waters 2012 NFIP reform bill are included in future mapping efforts, including future conditions, areas of 
residual risk in areas that are protected by levees, dams, and other flood control structures as well as 
areas inundated should these structures fail. 
 
Mitigation. The big change in mitigation is the creation of BRIC (Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities). The notice to accept applications is out. In FY20 the BRIC grants funding will total up to 
$500 million, which is far more than the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) ever had. Available funds are 
based on 6% of total Disaster Relief Fund costs, which greatly increased this year due to the Covid-19 
pandemic funding for disaster relief. ASFPM is tracking and pushing for funding of traditional FEMA non-
structural mitigation like acquisition/relocation and elevation and giving priority for nature-based 
solutions. We will keep you posted on suggestions for successful applications under BRIC. The deadline 
for applications is Jan. 21, 2021. 
 
FEMA issued guidance for HMA mitigation programs providing an opportunity for ASFPM to input. FEMA 
also issued guidance for appropriate use of land after acquisition to meet the open space requirements. 
ASFPM members have provided information that some FEMA Regions are more prescriptive than others 
on approval of the plans —for the use of the land—we will continue this discussion with FEMA.  
Regarding use of federal mitigation monies, there is a new bill that will likely soon be introduced to 
essentially ensure all mitigation funded with federal taxpayer funding meets more resilient standards, 
similar to the Federal rebuilding standard for more freeboard for regular buildings and more yet for 

(Continued on page 10) 

https://cqrcengage.com/floods/home?0
https://www.floods.org/membership-communities/engage-and-serve/policy-committees/mapping-engineering/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4462
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4462
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://price.house.gov/sites/price.house.gov/files/PRICEN_021_xml%20v8.pdf
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critical facilities. We have been asked to provide input into that legislation and will keep you posted. 
 
Floodplain Management. FEMA has gone through a process to update several of the NFIP technical 
bulletins. The relevant ASFPM committees dealing with those issues have been providing comments. 
ASFPM anticipates the release of the updated technical bulletins soon.  
 
ASFPM and other organizations provided input on FEMA’s new policy on agricultural structures and 
guidance for the policy that were issued this year. FEMA now has both the policy (Feb 2020) and 
guidance (June 2020) posted. Both the Guidance and Policy can be found here on the FEMA site.  
 
Flood Insurance. Much of the last two NFIP reform bills have focused on the flood insurance aspects of 
the program, so the ASFPM Flood Insurance Committee and other members have been dealing with 
those changes and how they can assist property owners in building, buying, or mitigating to reduce flood 
risk. One of the big issues for local and state floodplain managers involves trying to reduce the number 
of severe repetitive loss buildings. This issue involves proper mapping, enforcing regulations when 
buildings are substantially-damaged, and helping guide the appropriate mitigation options. After 
Hurricane Sandy in the Northeast, many property owners found they had to elevate their substantially-
damaged home, and they determined it was smart to elevate even higher than the regulation because 
the savings in flood insurance premiums would more than pay for the cost of that added elevation.  
 
An important data set that helps local and state floodplain managers manage damaged buildings is the 
claims data from NFIP. This year the NFIP changed to the Pivot data system, and simultaneously 
implemented significant changes to its longstanding policies for sharing information, such as claims data. 
This affects who can get access to that data, how quickly, and what data they can obtain—making their 
job to address NFIP compliance that much harder. ASFPM is working with FEMA to ensure the data is 
readily available to communities and states so that they can help FEMA reduce flood risk and flood 
damages, resulting in savings for NFIP, federal taxpayers, and, often, the insureds. ASFPM is also working 
to educate Congress on the issue in case legislative relief might be necessary.  
 
The upgrades in how NFIP determines premium rates continue regularly so we welcome feedback on 
those issues to our insurance committee. The NFIP has indicated they will move to a new system of 
individual building rating they call Risk Rating 2.0. That may result in dramatic changes to premiums for 
buildings that are deep in the SFHA or in the shallow end. As you know, all buildings in the SFHA pay the 
same rate per $100 for insurance, so that change will be significant. It appears RR 2.0 will be delayed until 
sometime next year. We will keep you posted on what those changes may be. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 

Bipartisan Flood Resiliency Bill Introduced  
The Association of State Floodplain Managers applauds the recent introduction of the Flood Resiliency 

and Taxpayer Savings Act of 2020. The bipartisan legislation, introduced by Representatives David E. 

Price (D-NC) and Lee Zeldin (R-NY), would help safeguard communities and infrastructure by ensuring 

that federally funded projects, such as roads, schools, and hospitals, address flood risk throughout the 

duration of their design lives. 

Although the introduction of the bill is a significant first step, there’s more work to be done. Our 
policy team will continue to work with partner organizations and others to help build support for this 
bill and companion legislation in the Senate.  

ASFPM was among the 32 organizations that signed a letter on Sept. 30th urging Congress to pass the 

legislation.  Learn more about the bill.  

http://www.fema.gov/media-collection/floodplain-management-requirements-agricultural-and-accessory-structures/
https://www.floods.org/membership-communities/engage-and-serve/policy-committees/flood-insurance/
https://www.floods.org/whats-new/bipartisan-flood-resiliency-and-taxpayer-savings-act-introduced/
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Audit Criticizes FEMA for Poor Management 

of SRL Properties 
FEMA is not adequately managing severe repetitive loss (SRL) properties covered by the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) and doesn’t have an effective program to reduce or eliminate damage to SRL 
properties and the disruption caused by repeated flooding.  
 
Those were the findings of detailed in a report issued last month by the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Office of the Inspector General following an audit conducted between August 2018 and 
December 2019.  
 
Findings 
As of March 31, 2019, FEMA’s SRL list 
contained 37,786 properties, of which 27,415 
(73 percent) were reportedly not mitigated 
and 10,371 (27 percent) were reportedly 
mitigated. To verify the accuracy of the SRL 
list, the OIG visited 837 properties in four of 
FEMA’s 10 regions and determined the list 
contained incorrect information.   
 
Specifically, 140 (17 percent) of the 837 
properties visited had been mitigated, but 
were incorrectly classified as non-mitigated. 
Of these, 29 were vacant lots and 111 were 
elevated structures. In one example, FEMA 
had acquired and demolished an SRL property 
in 1993, but it remained classified as non-
mitigated on the SRL list.  
 
As a result, the OIG issued two key findings:  
 

 First, FEMA does not have reliable, 
accurate information about SRL properties. This deficiency occurred because of ambiguous 
FEMA forms to request removal of SRL designation, poor organizational structure, and 
unassigned roles for ensuring data integrity.  

 Second, FMA, which aims to mitigate flood damage for NFIP policyholders, provides neither 
equitable nor timely relief for SRL applicants. OIG attributed this inefficiency to decentralized 
FMA grant application requirements and inadequate enforcement of grant requirements.  

 
The report did not come as a surprise to ASFPM as we have long been concerned with the slow progress 
in getting more properties mitigated to increase the accuracy of the SRL data.  
 
Recommendations 
The report outlined three recommendations to FEMA:  

 Devise a plan to strengthen its management of SRL properties and ensure the accuracy of the 
SRL list; 

 Revise its approach to ensure equitable and timely distribution of mitigation funding; and  
 Strengthen its approach for mitigating SRL properties by promoting communities’ use of the 

Increased Cost of Compliance repetitive loss provision available under NFIP. 
 
FEMA did not dispute the report and stated it agreed with the recommendations.  
 
Download a copy of the report titled FEMA is Not Effectively Administering a Program to Reduce or 
Eliminate Damage to Severe Repetitive Loss Properties.   

Photo by Christopher Ries, Flickr  

https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2020-09/OIG-20-68-Sep20.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2020-09/OIG-20-68-Sep20.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/christopher_ries/
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New ‘Losing Ground’ Tool Provides Visibility 

into Repeatedly Flooded Properties 
 
One of the many challenges of dealing with severe repetitive loss properties (SRLPs) is the surprising lack 
of easily accessible data showing where these properties are located and how many have received 
mitigation assistance. Until now.   
 
The “Losing Ground” data visualization tool, launched last month on the Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) website, shows the number of repeatedly flooded properties in each state and county, as 
well as trends on how many properties are there, how many were mitigated, and how many dropped 
insurance without mitigation.   
 
“Extreme weather is increasing, the waters are rising, and every year flooding upends more Americans’ 
lives. Data that has been unavailable until now reveals a steadily growing number of properties that flood 
over and over again, especially in low-income communities and communities of color. We are failing to 
address the very real impacts of climate change on people’s health, safety, and dreams for their futures,” 
said Anna Weber, a senior policy analyst with NRDC 
 
Solutions exist to support communities in the path of rising waters that have experienced repeated 
flooding, such as elevating the buildings or helping residents relocate, but the federal government’s 
efforts are not keeping pace with increasing flood risk. In particular, low-income communities and 
communities of color bear the brunt of flooding impacts and have the least access to the resources and 
support needed to reduce those impacts.  
 
“NRDC made this flood data public to reveal how unprepared the nation is for current flood risks, let 
alone the increasing risks for the future. And it’s not just the coasts that flood; repeatedly flooded 
properties exist in nearly every state and territory. Yet, new development in risky areas has meant 
population is growing faster in floodplains than elsewhere. We should know better,” said Weber.   
 
Nearly 37,000 properties are classified by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) as SRLPs. These 
properties, the most flood-prone structures in NFIP, have flooded about five times each, on average; yet, 
fewer than one-third of those homes have received assistance for reducing flood risk. Also concerning is 
that every year, more properties lose their insurance, leaving them to face high flood risk without a safety 
net to help them recover. 

Read more about Losing Ground, including downloadable materials.   

Explore the Losing Ground dashboard.  

 

Top 10 counties, by overall 
number of SRLPs: 

 

1. Harris (Texas) 

2. Jefferson (Louisiana) 

3. Orleans (Louisiana) 

4. St. Tammany, (Louisiana) 

5. Passaic (New Jersey) 

6. Galveston (Texas) 

7. Nassau (New York) 

8. Suffolk (New York) 

9. St. Charles (Missouri) 

10. Cape May (New Jersey) 

https://www.nrdc.org/resources/losing-ground-flood-visualization-tool
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/losing-ground-severe-repetitive-flooding-united-states
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/losing-ground-flood-visualization-tool
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Tom Hughes, PEMA, Wins Excellence in Mitigation Leadership Award 
 
Tom Hughes, the state hazard mitigation officer for the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency (PEMA), has been honored by FEMA with the Excellence in 
Mitigation Leadership Award. The 2020 Hazard Mitigation Partners Workshop 
honored members of the mitigation community who are demonstrating excellence in 
mitigation throughout the communities they serve. Tom was selected as a winner for 
this award because of his outstanding record with mitigation initiatives and project 
development, and for serving as a long-time leader in mitigation. We congratulate 
Tom on this achievement! 
 

Stay tuned for more award news coming next month. In the November issue of the Insider, we’ll 
be announcing the 2020 winners of the ASFPM Awards! In the meantime, we’re happy to share the 
following news from FEMA’s Floodplain Management Division’s awards program.  
 
 
CAP-SSSE Award Winners  
 
It is with great excitement that we share the 2019 CAP-SSSE awards winners! These award recipients were 
chosen through a FEMA peer-to-peer nomination process based on their work in calendar year 2019. 
Through their hard work, dedication, and leadership, these six awardees consistently demonstrate the 
best of floodplain management and of FEMA. Please join us in celebrating the following individuals: 
 

2019 NFIP State Coordinator of the Year, Katie Ringland (Nebraska) – This award 
acknowledges state coordinators that exceed expectations in implementing the NFIP 
and supporting their communities. Katie certainly exceeded expectations by providing 
steady leadership during the devastating March 2019 floods in her home state of 
Nebraska. Katie and her team reached out to every community in the state to provide 
support for substantial damage work; she also assumed a lead role in follow-up 
activities in the Governor’s Task Force for Disaster Discovery. Congratulations, Katie! 
 
 
Best Innovation, Kristin Owen (Virginia) – In her relatively brief time as a state 
coordinator for Virginia, Kristin has already made a tremendous impact by 
implementing new trainings to improve floodplain management knowledge across the 
state. In addition, working with Virginia Tech’s Graduate School, Kristin pioneered 
efforts to develop and offer a new training approach to educate and prepare students 
in the engineering, geoscience, and planning disciplines as they enter floodplain 
management-related careers.  Three cheers to Kristin!  
 
 

Best State NFIP Compliance, Stacey Ricks (Mississippi) – Stacey is a national leader 
in training and follow-up for substantial damage compliance. In 2019, he spearheaded 
a long-standing county compliance case and helped the community complete 
remediation actions and return to good standing in less than a year. His leadership sets 
an example for nationwide compliance and enforcement actions; kudos to you, Stacey!  
 
 
 

(Continued on page 14) 

Member News  
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Best CAP-SSSE Grant Management, Jennifer Gilbert (New Hampshire) –  For the 
last several years, New Hampshire has successfully met the administrative milestones 
of the CAP-SSSE grant and exceeded the cost match of the grant, in large part due to 
the tireless efforts of Jennifer. Her dual role as the NFIP Coordinator and grant 
administrator has brought tremendous efficiencies to New Hampshire and sets an 
example for the nation. Excellent job, Jennifer! 
  
 
 
Best Integration of State and Federal Agency Programs, Rob Evans (Vermont) – 
In the wake of Tropical Storm Irene, Rob led efforts to reimagine Vermont’s 
floodplain management through the establishment of the River Corridor and 
Floodplain Protection section of their Department of Environmental Conservation. 
This effort transformed Vermont’s floodplain management, led to the adoption of 
higher standards, and created several mapping, assessment, and reporting tools to 
help communities understand their flood risk. We will miss Rob as a State 
Coordinator but send our sincere congratulations! 
  
CAP-SSSE Lifetime Achievement Award, Paul Osman (Illinois) – For the first time 
in the program’s history, FEMA Floodplain Management bestowed a Lifetime 
Achievement Award and it went to Paul Osman. Paul has been with the State of 
Illinois for 30 years, and in that time, has helped transform Illinois’ floodplain 
management program into one of the strongest in the nation. Of note, 100% of 
Illinois communities have adopted higher standards, and Illinois is a nationwide 
leader in the overall percentage reduction of repetitive loss properties. Paul’s 
accomplishments and contributions have led to more empowered and resilient 
communities in his home state and around the nation. We salute Paul and his 

impressive accomplishments, achievements and successes over his career. Congratulations and we will 
miss you dearly! 
 

(Continued from page 13) 

Member News  

Coastal GeoTools 2021 – Call for Abstracts  
Coastal GeoTools 2021 is now accepting abstracts for its virtual conference, slated for Feb. 8-

11.  In the virtual environment, you can still experience all the high-quality content you’ve 

come to expect—top notch sessions, training opportunities, the tools showcase, plenaries, 

and the exhibit hall. The deadline for abstracts is Oct. 9, 2021. Learn more.  

 

 

https://coastalgeotools.org/
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It’s Time to Renew Your ASFPM Membership!  

It's that time of year again, membership renewal season is upon us! Starting now, you are able 

to renew your membership for 2021 anytime online through the member portal. Reminder 

emails will start going out on November 1st. Keep an eye out for those reminders, and make 

sure that you have your personal information updated in the portal so that you continue to 

receive our emails with important association information! If you have any questions or 

concerns, our membership engagement coordinator is only an email away. You can reach Cate 

Secora at memberhelp@floods.org 

 

Member News  

Chris R. Logan, P.E., National Flood Experts, FL 

Alexander L. Dye, E.I.T., Trotter & Assoc., WI 

Samantha N. Lopez, Kenai Peninsula Borough, AK Jennifer E. 

Nelson, Minnesota Homeland Sec. & Emerg. Mgmt., MN 

Jess LaNore, Synergos Assoc. Management Co., IN 

James R. DeMars, City of Pompano Beach, FL  

Allen D. Sims, P.E., LJA Engineering & Surveying, Inc., TX 

Chris Schuettler, Carter Cnty., TN  

Carrie Sanneman, Multnomah Cnty. Drainage Dist., OR 

James Christopher Posey, O.R. Colan Associates, IN 

Lee Pierce, Propex GeoSolutions, TN 

Emily Ohland, HWC, Inc., DC 

Glen E. Oglesby, Florida Atlantic University, FL 

Chad D. Morris, City of Niceville, FL  

Karen Lindquist, Green Stream Technologies, NC 

Elizabeth Lake, HWC, Inc., DC 

Elizabeth M. Lacey, Colorado State University, CO 

Robert Jenkins, City of Niceville, FL  

Loretta Hatch, CFM, New Mexico DHS, Emerg. Mgmt, NM 

Kathryn Grant, Propex GeoSolutions, TN 

Patrick Sage Franz, Tidal Basin, NY 

Brian Edmondson, CFM, Harris Cnty., TX  

Brian Eberhardt, Multnomah Cnty. Drainage Dist., OR  

Kenneth A. Dierks, Fernleaf Interactive, NC 

Jay Cook, Carter Cnty., TN  

Timothy J. Clarkin, P.E., CFM, US Bureau of Reclamation, CO 

Ryan P. Amato, Florida Atlantic University, FL 

Jeffrey Alvarez, P.E., CFM, LJA Engineering & Surveying, TX 

Megan E. McKinley, Dewberry, VA 

Julia C. Orlowski, P.E., SE WI Regional Planning Comm., WI 

Cay B. Vandervelde, WA 

Traci Goodhart, City of Destin, FL  

James F. Henry, Ruggiero Plante Land Design, PA 

Durmus  Cesur, P.E., PMP, CFM, Dist. of Columbia, Waterr 

Andrew S. Graham, P.E., Allied Engineering Services, MT 

Bruce T. Wall, City of Valdez, AK  

Danielle Dami, Stantec, TN 

Eric D. Wegren, Allied Engineering Services, MT 

Douglas D. deGraaf, City of Orange Beach, AL  

Nicole E. Williamson, EA Engineering, Science & Technology 

Jamie P. Carswell, City of Orange Beach, AL  

Timothy L. Nelson, CFM, Arcadis U.S. Inc. LA 

Tyler N. Hendrickson, P.E., Velvin & Weeks Consulting 

Engineers, TX 

Sandra M. Gunner, Louisiana Office of Community Dev., LA 

Dean M. Jones, Hillsborough Cnty., FL  

Penny K. Fugate, Manatee Cnty., FL  

William T. Beckwith, CFM, Charlotte Cnty., FL  

Robyn M. Toole, P.E., Resolution Group, IN 

JohnArceneaux Coleman, Jr., Trigon Associates, LA 

Naseem A. Ghandour, P.E., City of St. Cloud, FL 

Daniel J. Kekacs, T&M Assoc. OH 

Erfan Ghasemi Tousi, NextGen Engineering, Inc., AZ 

Jamie L. Gross, Monroe Cnty., FL  

Oscar E. Garcia, P.E., CFM, Coe & Van Loo Consultants, AZ 

 

Welcome New Members  

mailto:memberhelp@floods.org
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FEMA Publishes National Household Survey 
FEMA has released the results of the 2020 National Household Survey. The annual survey assesses how 
the culture of disaster preparedness and resilience has changed since 2007. The 2020 survey results 
suggest that the public is experiencing increased interest in disaster preparedness. 
  
The results also show that 68% of those surveyed have taken three or more basic actions to prepare, 
which is a 6% increase over last year’s estimate. The survey also identified four key influencers of a 
person’s decision to begin preparing for a future hazard.  See the summary of results.  

 
Notice of Intended NFIP Reinsurance Procurement  
 
On Sept. 15, FEMA published a notice of its intended reinsurance procurement for the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) for 2021. This notice includes all the procurement, contact information, and 
details on how to submit a request for participation.  
  
The Reinsurance Program transfers financial flood risk to private markets to help strengthen the financial 
framework of the NFIP. FEMA anticipates continuing its reinsurance program and plans to secure a new 
reinsurance placement in January 2021. Learn more about the Reinsurance Program. 
 

New Guidance for Agricultural, Accessory Structures 

 

FEMA has developed a guidance bulletin that clarifies and refines the requirements that apply to certain 

agricultural structures and accessory structures located in Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs). It should 

be used as a reference for floodplain managers and those involved in regulating, planning, designing, 

and constructing agricultural structures and accessory structures in SFHAs. Learn more.  

 
 

FEMA NEWS 

 

Updates from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

https://community.fema.gov/story/The-2020-National-Household-Survey-Results-are-In?lang=en_US
https://community.fema.gov/story/2020-NHS-Data-Digest-Summary-Results
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/public-notice-femas-intended-procurement-reinsurance-january-2021
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/reinsurance
https://www.fema.gov/media-collection/floodplain-management-requirements-agricultural-and-accessory-structures
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BRIC and FMA Grant Programs Accepting Applications   
 
The application period is now open for two hazard mitigation grant programs totaling more than $660 
million. The two grant programs, the Flood Mitigation Assistance grant and the Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities, or BRIC, will provide funds to states, local communities, tribes and 
territories for eligible mitigation activities to strengthen our nation’s ability to build a culture of 
preparedness. These programs allow for funding to be used on projects that will reduce future disaster 
losses. 

 
 BRIC is a new FEMA pre-disaster hazard mitigation program that replaces the existing Pre-

Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program. This year there is a record-breaking $500 million of pre-
disaster mitigation funding available through the program.  

 For the FMA program, the agency’s funding priorities include flood mitigation planning and 
efforts for repetitive as well as severe repetitive loss properties. In this application cycle, $160 
million is available in FMA grant funds. There is a set-aside of $70 million for community 
advance assistance and flood mitigation projects. 

 
Both BRIC and FMA have an application deadline of Jan. 21, 2021. Learn more.  
  

 
RAPT Provides Comprehensive View of Hazard Risk 
 
The Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool (RAPT) was released earlier this year to help identify areas for 
building resilience, response, and recovery capabilities. Developed by FEMA and Argonne National 
Laboratory, RAPT is a geographic information system (GIS) webmap tool with clickable layers of 
community resilience indicators, infrastructure locations, and hazard data, and widgets to help with 
analysis. RAPT includes GIS layers of historic hazard data for tornados, tropical storms, and wildfire; risk 
assessments for seismic and flooding events; and real-time watch and warning notifications from the 
National Weather Service. Jurisdictions can click on multiple hazard layers at a time to see a more 
comprehensive view of hazard risk. View the application here.   
 

FEMA NEWS 

 

Updates from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Alliances for Equity Virtual Series  

Join the Resilient Nation Partnership Network (RNPN) for 

the “Alliances for Equity” Virtual Forum Series. These weekly 

sessions held throughout October will feature discussions on the 

current efforts to adopt equitable practices.  

This is a great opportunity to hear from a diversity of voices on the 

importance of prioritizing and planning for equity in resilience and 

building actionable steps toward much-needed change.  

Sign up here      
Oct. 7, 14, 21, &  28  

1:00 to 3:30 PM ET  

https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/fy2020-nofo
https://fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=90c0c996a5e242a79345cdbc5f758fc6
https://alliancesforequity.heysummit.com/
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What’s ASFPM Foundation Been Up To? 
 
This past year has presented many challenges as we 
navigate our “new normal” – in large part due to 
COVID-19. In spite of these challenges, the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers 
Foundation has accomplished a great deal because 
of the individuals, ASFPM chapters, and corporations 
that made a donation. Because of this generosity, we 
continue to take important steps to realize our 
mission: To advance education, policy initiatives, and projects that promote reduced flood risk and 
resilient communities.  
 
ASFPM Foundation wants to personally extend a heartfelt thank you for the generous donations and 
support in 2020, and we look forward to continuing our important work in the coming year, which can 
only happen with your continued support. 
 
Through donations such as yours, you have made it possible for ASFPM Foundation to accomplish the 
following in 2020: 

 Awarded the 2nd Future Leaders Scholarship to Elizabeth Lacey, who currently in her third year 
of the Civil Engineering Honors Program at Colorado State University. Click here to see her 
acceptance of the FLS Scholarship. 

 Released the “Urban Flooding: Moving Towards Resilience” Report from the 6th Gilbert F. 
White National Flood Policy Forum. Click here to read the report. 

 Held the 10th Annual Student Paper Competition during this year’s ASFPM virtual conference 
and awarded three scholarship prizes. 

 Held the 5th Larry A. Larson Speakers Series, “Increasing Our Resilience to Urban Flooding” at 
the New Jersey Association of Floodplain Management Annual Conference. 

 
All of this was made possible because of you, and the ASFPM Foundation is asking for your continued 
support again this year by making a donation. Even in the face of a global pandemic, we have made a 
difference. Think of the possibilities in the coming months as we overcome these challenges and are 
stronger and more resilient as a result.  
 
Create a floodplain management legacy 
 
ASFPM Foundation is providing an excellent opportunity for you to demonstrate your commitment to 
create and sustain an important legacy in floodplain management now and into the future through the 
Floodplain Management Legacy Program. Through this program, you will be able to direct your 
contributions to floodplain management programs that reflect your passion and make a difference.  
 
Learn more about the Floodplain Management Legacy Program.  

ASFPM Makes Recommendations on Possible Joint 

WRDA Proposal 
 

ASFPM has sent a letter to leaders on the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works and 

the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure with recommendations regarding a 

possible joint proposal for a Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) that could be brought before 

their respective bodies before the end of the year.  Read the letter here.  

http://www.asfpmfoundation.org
http://www.asfpmfoundation.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGPyg-IaMN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGPyg-IaMN0
https://www.asfpmfoundation.org/ace-images/UrbanFloodingReport.pdf
https://www.asfpmfoundation.org/scholarships/student-paper
https://www.asfpmfoundation.org/activities-and-events/lalss
https://www.asfpmfoundation.org/how-to-give/planned-giving
https://www.floods.org/koha?id=5322
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NEWS BRIEFS 

 

    News and resources for the floodplain management community   

Parametric insurance for disasters 

The concept of parametric insurance, while not new, is getting increased attention as a way to provide 

faster and more flexible funds to victims of disasters and as a tool to provide post-disaster funds for 

emerging and otherwise difficult-to-insure risks. This primer explains the concept of parametric insurance 

with a focus on its use in providing financial protection against disasters.   

Why won't Congress fix flood insurance?  
For decades lawmakers have ignored broad structural flaws in the National Flood Insurance Program, 

which underpins millions of home mortgages. And the problem is only getting worse. This podcast looks 

at the issue and the difficult choices that need to be made.  

 

Seawalls, other barriers could have lasting impact on Great Lakes after water recedes 
Desperate measures to protect homes from erosion and high water could have lasting impacts on Great 

Lakes’ once-natural coastlines that have been hardened with rock and steel. Homeowners, businesses 

and local governments are fortifying disappearing beaches and dunes with tons of riprap, chunks of 

concrete and steel seawalls with varying degrees of success. In some instances, they have exacerbated 

erosion rather than solve it.  

 

Researchers developing ‘smarter’ methods for forecasting floods 
The Louisiana Watershed Flood Center at the University of Louisiana - Lafayette was among the top 

finishers of the Igniting Innovation Award from the American Council for Technology. The center’s Flood 

Prevention and Forecasting project uses data mining to curate large amounts of data on rainfall records, 

river and surface water levels, soil moisture content, and other data to identify patterns and trends.  

Mortgage lenders face increasing risks from sea-level rise 

As sea levels rise and more and bigger storms put coastal homes at risk, mortgage lenders are trying to 

figure out an equitable system that can steer people away from risky coastal areas, discourage new 

development, and encourage mitigation efforts to promote aggressive adaptation.  
 

Coastal Risk Screening Tool adds new features 
Climate Central's Coastal Risk Screening Tool now allows you to select Water Level (from the "choose 

map" menu) to visualize the extent of coastal flooding in nearly any location when water reaches a 

specific level above the high tide line. For example, this map illustrates Charleston, South Carolina at 6.8 

feet, roughly the level reached by Hurricane Hugo in 1989.  

Using nature-inspired designs to protect coastal communities 

A team of researchers is working to safeguard coastal communities through better-designed hybrid 

coastal structures. These structures combine the benefits of coastal sand dunes with those offered by 

traditional, human-made structures, like seawalls, sea dikes and rubble mounds, to elevate their 

effectiveness and resilience.  

https://riskcenter.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Parametric-Insurance-for-Disasters_Sep-2020.pdf
https://www.americanbanker.com/podcast/why-wont-congress-fix-flood-insurance
https://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/2020/08/seawalls-other-barriers-could-have-lasting-impact-on-great-lakes-after-water-recedes.html
https://floodcenter.louisiana.edu/news-events/news/20200918/researchers-developing-smarter-methods-forecasting-floods
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2020/09/mortgage-lenders-face-increasing-risks-from-sea-level-rise/
https://climatechange.lta.org/new-coastal-risk-screening-tool/
https://coastal.climatecentral.org/map/14/-79.9467/32.7889/?theme=water_level&map_type=water_level_above_mhhw&contiguous=true&elevation_model=best_available&water_level=6.8&water_unit=ft
https://today.tamu.edu/2020/09/03/using-nature-inspired-designs-to-protect-coastal-communities/
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NEWS BRIEFS 

 

    News and resources for the floodplain management community   

One solution to America’s dam-safety problem: Remove them 

When something has outlived its usefulness, sometimes the best solution is to simply take it out. That’s 

what many officials are learning when faced with a deteriorating infrastructure of dams and reservoirs.  

 

After Laura, people need assistance to reduce vulnerability 

There's a growing flood insurance gap amongst low-to-moderate income households that needs to be 

addressed, but affordable insurance is a near-term solution that doesn't reduce the physical risk of 

flooding. This article says that any means-tested affordability mechanism must be coupled with providing 

these households greater access to mitigation assistance.  

Assessing the U.S. Climate in August 2020 

We’ve just wrapped up the third-warmest August and fourth-warmest summer for the contiguous US, 

according to the latest report from the NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information. It was also 

an active month of weather events, as Hurricanes Isaias and Laura made landfall, a derecho swept across 

the Midwest, and four western wildfires made history as Colorado’s largest fire and California's second, 

third, and fourth-largest fires in state history.  

STATE NEWS  
MICHIGAN 

Status report on failed dams in Michigan 
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) has submitted its status report 

summarizing the department’s actions during and following the failures of the Edenville and Sanford 

dams in May, and outlining the status of reviews of the state’s dam safety operations. 

UTAH 

‘It’s been a mess’: City of St. George, residents still recovering from recent floods 

Although there remains lingering evidence of the recent rains that pummeled St. George two weeks ago, 

city officials are not surprised by the amount of flooding that occurred in certain portions of town.  

VIRGINIA 

Virginia city seeks conservation solution for flood-prone properties 

The city of Chesapeake is partnering with Wetlands Watch and Living River Trust on a pilot project that, if 

successful, could offer municipalities a guide on how to transfer FEMA-acquired properties to a land trust 

devoted to conservation use.  

 
County plans flood wall at Swift Creek water plant 

Chesterfield County’s Utilities Department is building a flood wall to protect its Addison-Evans water 

treatment plant on the Swift Creek Reservoir, which has been severely damaged by flooding twice in a 

two-year period. The department has applied for a pre-disaster mitigation grant from FEMA that would 

cover 75% of the project’s estimated $11.56 million cost.  

https://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2020/0908/One-solution-to-America-s-dam-safety-problem-Remove-them
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/joel-scata/after-laura-people-need-assistance-reduce-vulnerability
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/national-climate-202008
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135--538425--,00.html
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2020/09/10/dld-its-been-a-mess-city-of-st-george-residents-still-recovering-from-recent-floods/#.X1unJGhKiUk
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/climate_change/virginia-city-seeks-conservation-solution-for-flood-prone-properties/article_bc5a701a-ec62-11ea-8c53-ebba58aa49dd.html
https://www.chesterfieldobserver.com/articles/county-plans-flood-wall-at-swift-creek-water-plant/
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Nature-based Resilience for Coastal Highways  

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) recently released a report that 
provides information to state and local transportation agencies on how they can 
use nature-based solutions to reduce erosion and flood hazards to their coastal 
roads. Implementation Guide: Nature-based Solutions for Coastal Highway 
Resilience represents the culmination of a three-year research effort that also 
included pilot projects and peer exchanges.  
 
The guide details all of the steps in the project delivery process, providing 
guidance on how to consider nature-based solutions in the planning process, 
how to conduct a site assessment to determine whether nature-based solutions 
are appropriate, key engineering and ecological design considerations, 
permitting approaches, construction considerations, and monitoring and 
maintenance strategies.  
 
You can download the implementation guide as well as a whole host of other resources on nature-based 
solutions here. 
 

Create a Floodplain Management Legacy  
You can create a legacy in floodplain management by 

helping the ASFPM (Association of State Floodplain 

Managers) Foundation continue to provide existing 

programs and to develop new ones.  

 

The Foundation's Board of Trustees created the ASFPM Foundation Floodplain Management 

Legacy Program to provide its supporters with an opportunity to contribute to the following: 

 Funding Floodplain Management and Risk Reduction Research Projects 

 Providing Education, Training, and Certification of Floodplain Professionals 

 Supporting Legislative and Policy Initiatives 

 

Learn more   
 

Do you have a story or important news announcement 

you’d like to share with ASFPM newsletter readers?  

Email us at editor@floods.org. 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/
https://www.asfpmfoundation.org/how-to-give/planned-giving
mailto:editor@floods.org
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New Story Map on Coastal Resilience  
In 2018, the National 
Association of 
Counties (NACo) 
partnered with the 
Association of State 
Floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM) and the 
Coastal States 
Organization (CSO) to 
launch the 
Strengthening 
Coastal Counties 
Resilience Challenge.  
 
The NOAA-supported 
program trained local 
leaders from small 
coastal communities on strategies to adapt to changing coastal and economic conditions through 
partnerships and innovative technical solutions.  The four teams chosen to participate: were: Harrison 
County, Mississippi; Santa Rosa County, Florida; Cameron and Willacy Counties in Texas; and Calcasieu 
and Cameron Parishes in Louisiana. 
 
This new story map from the Flood Science Center offers a glimpse into the work these communities are 
doing and their progress to-date.  View Success Stories in the Making.  
 
To learn from communities who already reaping the benefits of putting flood mitigation principles into 
action, explore the story map titled Communities Gaining Ground in the Race Against Rising Waters. 

 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/52198717b55741389633ee635c2edf3f
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/95b5758ecce1488a95be28c67d5de1a2
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ASFPM Editorial Guidelines  

ASFPM accepts and welcomes articles from our members and partners. “The Insider” and “News & Views” 

have a style format, and if necessary, we reserve the right to edit submitted articles for space, grammar, 

punctuation, spelling, potential libel and clarity. If we make substantive changes, we will email the article 

back to you for your approval before using. We encourage you to include artwork with your article in the 

form of photos, illustrations, charts, and graphs. Please include a description of the art, along with the full 

name of who created the art. If the art is not yours originally, you must include expressed, written 

consent granting ASFPM permission to use the art in our publications.  

Copyright© Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc. 

 

Information and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of ASFPM Board of 

Directors. Reproduction, with credit, is permitted for individual ASFPM-authored articles. Please contact 

Mary Bart at editor@floods.org.  

 

 

Association of State Floodplain Managers 
8301 Excelsior Dr., Madison, WI 53717  

Phone: (608) 828-3000 Fax: (608) 828-6319 editor@floods.org  

mailto:editor@floods.org
http://www.floods.org
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