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Communities Gaining Ground in the
Race Against Rising Waters
New Flood Science Center resource uses story maps to educate and engage officials
on flooding issues

F

loods and flood-related hazards have the potential to damage or destroy public and private property
and disrupt the local economy and overall quality of life in all types of communities. For elected
officials tasked with keeping their communities safe, there’s a valuable new resource that offers an
inside look at eight communities from across the United States who successfully tackled their flood
problems.
ASFPM’s Flood Science Center is pleased to announce the release of the story map Communities Gaining
Ground in the Race Against Rising Waters. It serves as a companion piece to Understanding and Managing
Flood Risk: A Guide for Elected Officials, a three-volume guide the Flood Science Center released in February.
This comprehensive guide was written to provide elected officials with the knowledge and resources
necessary to protect people and property from flooding.

The third volume of the guide currently consists of case studies of eight communities that successfully
addressed their flood problem. These success stories are largely based on interviews with local elected
officials from several of the communities. Dave Fowler, a Flood Science Center project manager, conducted a
majority of the recorded interviews available through the story map and guide.
“While the guide is a great resource, the
sheer amount of information may feel
overwhelming to elected officials with
competing responsibilities and hectic
schedules,” said Beth Klusinske,
research associate, Flood Science
Center. “We created the story map

Communities Gaining Ground in the
Race Against Rising Waters as a fun,
accessible way to see how many of the
solutions outlined in the guide are
already happening in several
communities.”

The story map revisits the same
communities featured in Volume III, and
provides some new information while
looking at the various flood issues from
a different perspective. It is written in a
non-technical, storytelling style, and
structured as a guided tour through each
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Longmont, CO mayor Brian Bagley and former mayor Dennis Coombs (20112017) talk about the Resilient St. Vrain project.
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of the success story
communities. Within the story
map, you can learn more about
a specific community by clicking
on its location on the map, or
follow the tour through all of
the communities by scrolling
down. You can see each
community’s timeline of flood
events and responses, and
follow a link to explore an
immersive narrative that
includes photos, videos, and
audio clips.
The timelines give an anatomy
of flood risk reduction from a
variety of communities.
Examining each community’s
response from an historical
angle lets us see how they
Once ravaged by floodwaters, the St. Vrain Greenway in Longmont, CO was
adapted over time, shifting their
transformed into a vibrant recreational nature area.
approach as conditions changed.
As highlighted in the story maps,
it often takes a major disaster before a community takes action to reduce its flood risk.
Since there is no one-size-fits-all solution to address flooding, the stories come from a cross-section of places
across the U.S. – from coastal communities to inland areas, and small towns to large cities.

The eight communities featured are:
 Iowa City, Iowa


Harris County, Texas



Longmont, Colorado



Roseville, California



Valley View, Ohio



Illinois’ 38th District



Norfolk, Virginia



Findley, Ohio

With locations as diverse as their flooding challenges and solutions, Communities Gaining Ground in the Race
Against Rising Waters offers a valuable tool for anyone looking for sound approaches to address flooding.
For example, a village may get ideas from reading about Valley View, Ohio, or a Gulf Coast community may
take interest in Harris County’s story. People are hardwired to remember and be influenced by stories, and to
learn by example from others. We hope that these stories inspire elected officials to prepare before disaster
strikes.
If you know of other elected officials helping lead the way against rising flood waters, please contact Dave
Fowler (dave@floods.org) or Jeff Stone (jeff@floods.org) to share their stories. We know that there are many
more stories out there and want to add them to our story map!
View Communities Gaining Ground in the Race Against Rising Waters.
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Notice of Funding Opportunities for $660M
in Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants
FEMA has posted funding notices for two hazard mitigation grant programs totaling more
than $660 million. The two grant programs, the Flood Mitigation Assistance grant and the
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities, or BRIC, will provide funds to states, local
communities, tribes and territories for eligible mitigation activates to strengthen our nation’s
ability to build a culture of preparedness. These programs allow for funding to be used on
projects that will reduce future disaster losses.
The application period opens September 30, 2020.
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) Grants
FEMA makes federal funds available through the new BRIC grant program to states, local communities, tribes
and territories (SLTTs) for pre-disaster mitigation activities. BRIC is a new FEMA pre-disaster hazard mitigation
program that replaces the existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program. This year there is a recordbreaking $500 million of pre-disaster mitigation funding available through the program.
The BRIC priorities are to:
 Incentivize public infrastructure projects;
 Incentivize projects that mitigate risk to one or more lifelines;
 Incentivize projects that incorporate nature-based solutions; and,
 Incentivize the adoptions and enforcement of modern building codes.
Flood Mitigation Grants
The National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 establishes the goal of reducing or eliminating National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) claims through long-term mitigation actions. For the FMA program, the agency’s
predetermined funding priorities include flood mitigation planning and efforts for repetitive as well as severe
repetitive loss properties.
In this application cycle, $160 million is available in FMA grant funds. There is a set-aside of $70 million for
community advance assistance and flood mitigation projects.
Resources for applicants
With so much money on the line, FEMA has developed a number of resources to help with the application
process. The agency held a series of informational webinars throughout August and early September to
provide details about the funding priorities and review process. These programs followed the BRIC Summer
Engagement Series in July. Those webinars are now available on-demand
There’s also a series of downloadable support materials available for both the BRIC grant program and the
Flood Mitigation Assistance program. For BRIC applicants, a good place to start is the Mitigation Action
Portfolio which showcases innovative hazard mitigation projects. It’s FEMA’s hope that these projects will
“inspire stakeholders to think big and bold in addressing natural hazards, while also considering additional
benefits that can be achieved beyond reducing economic and human costs from disasters. … In addition, the
BRIC program will support eligible projects that utilize nature-based solutions to reduce risk and produce
environmental and community benefits. Projects highlighted in this portfolio are meant to exemplify
successful hazard mitigation that also enhances a culture of preparedness and holistic disaster resilience.”
Eligible applicants must apply for funding using the new FEMA Grants Outcome (FEMA GO), which is now the
management system for FMA and BRIC. Please submit applications at FEMA Go Portal no later than 3 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time on Jan. 29, 2021. Applications received by FEMA after this deadline will not be
considered for funding.
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FEMA Publishes New Guide on Nature-based Solutions
Nature-based solutions weave natural features and processes into a community’s
landscape through planning, design, and engineering practices. These practices can
be applied to a community’s built environment (for example, a stormwater park) or
its natural areas (such as land conservation).
While nature-based solutions have many hazard mitigation benefits, they can also
help a community meet its social, environmental, and economic goals.
Building Community Resilience with Nature-based Solutions: A Guide for
Local Communities is a new 30-page guide developed by FEMA to help
communities identify and engage the staff and resources that can play a role in
building resilience with nature-based solutions.

Whether it’s working across various local government departments or tapping the
strengths of non-governmental community partners, planning and building cost-effective nature-based
solutions requires collaboration. This guide will walk you through the process from identifying solutions and
making the business case to funding and implementation.
Download the guide.

ASFPM Comments on Fifth National Climate Assessment
ASFPM responded to the request for comments on the U.S. Global Change Research Program’s proposed
themes and framework for the Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5). As outlined in the Federal
Register, NCA5 will include a number of overarching themes and perspectives that respond to needs and
gaps identified by NCA4.
The following is a list of proposed themes for NCA5:
 Identification of advancements or improvements, relative to NCA4, in scientific understanding
of human-induced and natural processes of global change and the resulting implications for
the United States.
 Identification of vulnerable populations for climate-related risks and potential impacts, a
theme highlighted in multiple previous assessments.
 Characterization of scientific uncertainties associated with key findings.
 Characterization of current and future risks associated with global change with quantifiable
metrics, such as indicators, where possible, and with the needs of multiple audiences in mind.
 Emphasis on (1) near-term trends and projections that can inform adaptation needs; (2) longterm projections that are more scenario dependent; and (3) in some cases, timeframes past
2100, to be consistent with the GCRA and to indicate anticipated legacy effects of the human
influence on the climate and oceans.
In its comments, ASFPM said it sees strong merit in the proposed themes and expressed concern about
the lack of up-to-date information on expected frequencies of extreme precipitation events. In particular,
ASFPM stressed the need for all Atlas 14 volumes to be updated every five years and recommended a
study to identify an appropriate methodology to update Probable Maximum Precipitation for the nation.
Read the full ASFPM comments on the Fifth National Climate Assessment. A number of other
organizations submitted comments as well, including the Environmental and Energy Study Institute and
the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
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GAO: U.S. Needs a Climate Migration Pilot Program
Sea level rise due to climate change threatens areas where millions of Americans live. In all but the lowest
projections, retreat or relocation of communities from coastal areas will be unavoidable, according to the U.S.
Global Change Research Program.
One way to prepare is to preemptively move away from vulnerable areas. But few communities have
considered such climate migration. And while there is some federal funding available, it’s difficult to use for
climate migration because most federal programs are not designed to support climate resilience efforts in
general or climate migration efforts specifically, so the funding has come on an ad hoc basis from individual
federal agencies.
A new report from the Government Accountability Office recommends Congress establish a pilot program
with clear federal leadership to identify and provide assistance to communities that express interest in
relocation as a resilience strategy. The 61-page report, released in August, examines 1) the use of climate
migration as a resilience strategy; 2) federal support for climate migration; and 3) key challenges to climate
migration and how the federal government can address them.
“Unclear federal leadership is the key challenge to climate migration as a resilience strategy and inhibits the
ability of federal agencies to provide effective assistance to states and communities,” according to the report.
“A well-designed climate migration pilot program based on best practices and that considers key factors could
improve the federal institutional capability to assist states and communities with climate migration and limit
federal fiscal exposure. Key factors to consider include the importance of community-led planning and
increasing the technical and financial capacity of some communities.”
GAO's findings are based on expert interviews and a review of 52 studies and other documents about climate
adaptation, including the Fourth National Climate Assessment released in 2018. The assessment said
relocation of people and infrastructure due to climate change "will become an unavoidable option in some
areas along the U.S. coastline."

Download the full GAO report: Climate Migration Pilot Program Could Enhance the Nation's Resilience
and Reduce Federal Fiscal Exposure.
The Isle de Jean Charles, Louisiana, was one of the communities profiled in the report.
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Canada Gets a C on Flood Preparedness
Canada’s provinces and territories received a grade of C on flood
preparedness, as determined following a two-year national study released
in August 2020.
The Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation at the University of Waterloo
interviewed 139 provincial and territorial government representatives
responsible for managing floods, climate-related risks, and emergency
services from across all regions of Canada to calculate the grade. The
provincial and territorial questionnaires each consisted of 28 questions.
In the report, Climate Change and Preparedness of Canadian Provinces
and Territories to Limit Flood Risk, researchers looked at:







The state of readiness of Canada’s flood plain maps;
Land use planning relative to flood risk;
Efforts to retain natural infrastructure;
Flood safety and preparedness of critical infrastructure, and;
Public health and emergency management capacity to limit flood
risk.

A pervasive theme conveyed by nearly all survey respondents was complacency by provinces and territories
relative to the timely mobilization of flood risk mitigation policies and procedures. In addition, many
respondents called for more user-friendly, publicly accessible, and up-to-date flood risk maps. The need for
significant improvements in communication and dissemination of critical information before, during and after
flood events was also mentioned by a number of respondents. Those in remote communities, in particular,
noted the difficulties of effective outreach efforts.

A comparable study completed in 2016 resulted in a national score of C-, suggesting that Canada’s
preparedness to limit flood risk has showed just a small measure of progress over the past few years. As with
the United States, flooding is the costliest natural disaster in Canada, and the number and frequency of major
floods has increased in recent years. Download the report.
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CFM® Corner—Where Your Career and Practice Meet
By Ingrid Wadsworth, CFM, ASFPM Deputy Director and CBOR Regent
2020. Is it over yet? Joking aside, we know that, as floodplain managers, our profession continues to be
needed in communities all across the nation, and your CFM designation shows your commitment to
continuous training and skills building. While exam offerings have slowed due to COVID-19, everyone is
figuring out ways to comply with their local and state requirements and host exams. Here at ASFPM, I was
able to proctor an offering last month. While it took a bit of extra time to disinfect the table and chairs in the
meeting room, business can continue safely so long as we practice social distancing and wear our masks.
And I’m happy to report that both people passed the exam and have joined the CFM cadre!
We continue to see continuing education credits (CECs) as the biggest challenge for renewing CFMs. Please
keep in mind that because of the pandemic, we have dramatically increased our online training
opportunities. So even with in-person trainings cancelled, you can do all your CECs online, if needed, and
most programs are free. Check out our new website at www.floods.org to what what’s coming up. And as
you complete your trainings, upload those certificates of completion right away to your CFM Maintenance
Login Portal. There is a “forgot password” link on the login screen if you don’t remember your password.
There are links behind the portal to upload CECs electronically and update your contact information. To see
what qualifies for CECs, refer to the Guidance for Continuing Education Credit.
By fall 2020, we are hoping to pilot a new online CFM renewal option for those CFMs who are both
members in good standing (paid for the two years of their renewal cycle) and have all 16 of their CECs
uploaded and approved in their portal dashboard. These CFMs will get a simple email notification with a click
-to-pay option. Those who do not meet that criteria will continue to receive their CFM renewals by U.S. mail.
If you want to take advantage of this simple renewal, make sure to upload your CECs and renew your
membership on time.
Finally, please remember to notify us when you move. CFM renewals and other certification-related materials
are mailed to your home address. Also, make sure we always have your current employment information
and email address. If you have any questions, please email cfm@floods.org.

ASFPM Comments on FEMA State and Local Mitigation Plan Guides
The Mitigation POD Committee has submitted comments to FEMA on behalf of ASFPM in response to the
agency’s announcement that it is updating both the State and Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Review Guides
this year.
Hazard mitigation plans can serve as the backbone of decisions and actions that can reduce flood damage.
In its comments, ASFPM offered seven recommendations for updating mitigation plan guides to help
improve mitigation plans. Read the comments submitted to FEMA.
Plan Review Guides are the FEMA’s official interpretation of Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), Section 201.4-7, which outlines requirements for state and local hazard mitigation plans.
Additional information on hazard mitigation planning is available on FEMA’s website.
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Changes Coming to the 2017 CRS Coordinator’s Manual
FEMA plans to issue a 2021 addendum to the 2017 CRS Coordinator’s Manual. The changes will go into
effect January 2021. The June/July issue of the NFIP/CRS Update newsletter says the addendum will be used
by communities in conjunction with the current Coordinator’s Manual, and will serve as a bridge between the
existing guidance materials and the more comprehensive update that is anticipated in the future as FEMA
continues to implement the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) transformation.
The 2021 addendum will include several new credit opportunities and some updates and modifications
aimed at simplifying credit and reporting requirements. The addendum also will feature two new prerequisite
requirements:
 A new Class 8 prerequisite will require communities to adopt and enforce at least a 1-foot
freeboard requirement (including equipment or mechanical items) for all residential buildings
constructed, substantially improved, and/or reconstructed due to substantial damage, throughout
its Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) where base flood elevations have been determined.
Communities will need to be enforcing the freeboard prerequisite by the first CRS verification
cycle visit after January 1, 2021. See Frequently Asked Questions on the Class 8 Freeboard
Prerequisite.
 The CRS is changing the Class 9 prerequisite for FEMA Elevation Certificates and changing credit
in Activity 310 (Elevation Certificates). These changes are to clarify and simplify the CRS
requirements related to Elevation Certificates. The CRS has always required communities to collect
and maintain Elevation Certificates as a Class 9 prerequisite with the requirement of 90% accuracy
for all Elevation Certificates collected by the community since its last verification cycle visit as
established with the 2013 CRS Coordinator’s Manual and explained in Activity 310. With the 2021
addendum, the Class 9 prerequisites will explicitly include the 90% accuracy threshold to assist
new and participating CRS communities understand the program requirements. You can find
more details starting in page 2 of the NFIP/CRS newsletter, June-July 2020.
CRS will provide more information and guidance in coming months. Beginning in September, the CRS
Webinar Series will focus on the 2021 addendum and new credit opportunities. View the webinar schedule
and register.

Mary Fran Meyers Scholarship Winners Named
ASFPM would like to extend its congratulations to the 2020 winners of the Mary
Fran Myers Scholarship. The association is an ongoing financial supporter of this
scholarship, which is named in honor of the longtime co-director of the Natural
Hazards Center and ASFPM member.
The Mary Fran Myers Scholarship recognizes outstanding individuals who share
Myers' commitment to disaster research and practice and have the potential to
make a lasting contribution to reducing disaster vulnerability. Winners receive
financial support to attend the Annual Natural Hazards Research and Applications
Workshop. The scholarship was established to fulfill Myers’ request that qualified
and talented individuals receive support to attend, ensuring that representatives of all ages, professions, and
communities will be represented at the workshop.
Since 2004, the Mary Fran Myers Scholarship has brought 52 people to the Natural Hazards Workshop who
would not otherwise have been able to attend. Of those winners:
 38 (73%) were women.
 23 (44%) were minorities.
 18 (35%) were from countries outside of the United States.
See the 2020 winners.
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Flood Maps Not Accounting for Future Conditions
An August 25 article in Climate Wire highlighted some of the concerns organizations like ASFPM have about
the failure of the federal government to account for climate change and increased flooding when updating
and developing flood maps.
In noting recent recommendations to the Technical Mapping Advisory Council (TMAC) in response to its
request for comments regarding the future flood hazard and flood risk identification program, the article
says leading conservation groups believe FEMA has failed to follow a 2012 congressional mandate to
incorporate rising sea levels and increasing precipitation into its flood maps.
"There are a lot of reasons why having that information is good," said Chad Berginnis, executive director of
the Association of State Floodplain Managers, "Whether future conditions are hurricanes, sea-level rise or
more intense inland storms, communities are going to be trying to incorporate that. Otherwise, we're just
going to keep repeating this cycle of damage and rebuild."
In ASFPM’s comments to TMAC, the association identified four key issues that it believes are critical to the
flood mapping program and should be incorporated into the 2020 TMAC report or the 2021 work plan.
These issues pertain to: Atlas 14 updates, future conditions mapping, publicly available dam failure
inundation maps, and integrating flood risk and natural floodplain functions.
Other groups who issued comments to TMAC include the National Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy,
and the Association of State Wetlands Managers. You can read each group’s comments in their entirety on
the Regulations.gov website.

New Flood Risk Ratings on Realtor.com
In August. the National Association of
Realtors rolled out an important
upgrade to their website, realtor.com.
In addition to providing FEMA flood
data, they are incorporating the Flood
Factor tool.
What is important about the NAR
approach is that it properly
contextualizes the Flood Factor tool as
an additional flood data source and
uses its strengths in being a credible
diagnostic tool that can help detect
more high-risk properties than FEMA
maps alone. We're also pleased NAR is
recommending that for property
specific information, folks should
consult qualified flood professionals
like floodplain managers, home
inspectors, or licensed surveyors/
engineers.
This announcement offers more details
about NAR’s efforts while this webpage
explains how buyers and sellers should
consider using the two ratings.
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Washington Legislative Report
By Meredith R. Inderfurth, ASFPM Washington Liaison
Congress usually takes a month-long recess in August. This one has
been unusual. The House of Representatives, after a flurry of July
legislative activity, began its recess, expecting to be recalled for votes
if the Senate developed a Covid-19 stimulus package. The Senate,
already in session for a week longer than the House, extended its
time in session by another week in hopes of passing stimulus
legislation. That didn’t happen, so the Senate recess began. Then the House was called back to vote on
legislation to help the Postal Service prepare for safe and secure processing of mail-in ballots for the
November elections.

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, much work was going on to prepare for a legislatively busy September. As the
end of the fiscal year on Sept. 30 approaches, there will be important appropriations legislation, culminating
most likely in a Continuing Resolution to fund the government at Fiscal Year 2020 levels until some date after
the November elections. Other bills under development are being readied for House and Senate floor activity
in September, since this will be the last opportunity until the expected Lame Duck session in November.
Appropriations
Although there is only the smallest of chances that the Congress will pass any of the 12 regular
appropriations bills before the new fiscal year begins on Oct. 1, one should never say never. However, the
greater likelihood is that the Congress will pass a Continuing Resolution (CR) in September to fund the
government until after the elections in November. The length of the CR is open to speculation at this stage. It
could be until some date in November or December or it could be until the early part of the new year. The
latter could require acting on appropriations for FY 2021 while beginning consideration of a new
Administration budget proposal for FY 2022. Apparently, the White House is urging a combination of a new
coronavirus stimulus package with the CR.
At this point, the House of Representatives has passed 10 of the 12 regular appropriations bills.
The Homeland Security and Legislative Branch bills have not been brought up on the House floor as yet. The
Senate has not even marked up any of its bills at the subcommittee level. Despite various indications that
mark-ups would be scheduled, the full committee Chairman Richard Shelby (R-AL) has indicated bills won’t
be marked up until agreement is reached with Democrats on amendments to be considered.
Due to indications that the Senate Homeland Security Appropriations bill may not include level funding of
$263 million for flood risk mapping, ASFPM has written to the Senate Appropriations Committee urging
funding at that level. The House Homeland Security Appropriations bill does include that amount, which is
the same level as the previous two fiscal years. The administration’s request was $100 million, which would
not support any expansion of the flood risk map inventory. Groups in which ASFPM participates, the informal
Flood Policy Alliance and the Flood Map Coalition, have also sent letters to Senate appropriators urging
funding at the $263 million level. Committee report language accompanying the House bill disputes the
administration’s expectation that $100 million would “complete” flood risk mapping for the nation. The
report specifically notes that stakeholders have found that only a third of U.S. stream miles have been
mapped. (This is a key finding of ASFPM’s updated “Flood Mapping for the Nation” report.)
NFIP Reauthorization
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) has had 15 short-term reauthorizations since Sept. 2017, and
the most recent reauthorization will expire on Sept. 30. It will be very important to make sure the program
has another authorization in place by then. The most likely route would be to attach the authorization to the
CR. It could also be associated with another bill that is moving through the process or there could be a stand
-alone bill. ASFPM will be monitoring the situation carefully and reminding the appropriations and the
authorizing committees of the importance of NFIP reauthorization.
(Continued on page 12)
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Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
The House passed its version of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ projects and policies authorization bill, the
WRDA for 2020 (H.R. 7575), in July. The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee reported out its
bill (S. 3591 – titled “America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2020”), but it has not yet been considered on the
Senate floor. Instead, August staff-level discussions are moving toward developing a negotiated bill intended
to be brought before both the House and Senate. This could occur in September or during the Lame Duck
session after the elections. Since 2014, legislators have been successful in passing a WRDA bill every two
years, so there is a push to keep to that schedule.
The House-passed bill, in particular, includes policy provisions that encourage leveraging the expertise of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers through the Floodplain Management Services program (FPMS) and other
provisions in providing technical assistance, especially to economically disadvantaged and vulnerable
communities. FPMS would be expanded to help communities with technical support to avoid and address
repetitive flooding problems, anticipate changing climatic conditions, and support to withstand and recover
from flooding disruption. It also strongly promotes the consideration of natural features and nature-based
methods of reducing flood risk. The Senate bill includes some of this focus as well. In addition, the House bill
includes provisions aimed at improving communities’ flood resiliency, Corps project planning reforms, review
of sea-level rise policies, and consideration of levee-setbacks and nonstructural approaches in implementing
flood recoveries through the P.L. 84-99 emergency program, especially in the wake of the 2019 Missouri
River flooding.
Other Active Legislation
With few legislative days in September (since the Congress will not reconvene until Sept. 8) there will be little
time for consideration of issues beyond the immediate need for a CR and a possible further coronavirus
stimulus bill. Other measures are in the works, however, and could be taken up in September or during the
Lame Duck session.
S. 4462, the FLOODS Act
This bill was introduced in early August by the chairman Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS) and ranking minority
member Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI) of the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. Its full
title is Flood Level Observation, Operations and Decision Support Act – the “FLOODS Act.” Its stated purpose
is “to establish a national integrated flood information system within NOAA and for other purposes.”
Committee staff hope to mark-up the bill in September. ASFPM has expressed support for the bill, but has
made a few suggestions to which the staff has reacted quite favorably.
One of those “other purposes” named in the bill would authorize federal appropriations to update, maintain,
and disseminate precipitation data for the nation. The Atlas 14 data is available via NOAA’s Weather
Prediction office, but for many years there has been no federal funding support. With states and localities on
their own to provide funds, many, if not most, areas of the country are already way behind in updating their
precipitation data, yet this is becoming more critical with more frequent intense rain events. Without
updated data, FEMA’s new flood maps cannot be up-to-date.

The House Science, Space and Technology Committee is also working to develop legislation that would
authorize federal funding support for Atlas 14. ASFPM has been working to call attention to the patchwork
quilt of precipitation information and the critical importance of federal funding. ASFPM Executive Director,
Chad Berginnis, included this issue in his testimony before the House committee in February and also in
testimony before the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis last fall.
Digital Coast Act
This legislation would codify the Digital Coast Initiative at NOAA. ASFPM is an active participant in the Digital
Coast Partnership. The successful effort has been underway for more than 10 years and provides integrated
data and tools to coastal decision makers, as well as leveraging federal funds and building local capabilities.
(Continued on page 13)

The Insider

September 2020

12

(Continued from page 12)

The House has passed the Digital Coast Act, H.R. 2189. The Senate version, S. 1069, has been reported out of
committee and is awaiting Senate floor action. The Senate passed this legislation in the previous Congress
under unanimous consent procedures. Prospects for full passage of the bill seem good if Senate floor time
can be scheduled.
Climate Change
The House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis issued its report in June. Members of that committee and
its staff have been working closely with many other Congressional committees to include elements of its
recommendations in legislation moving at the committee level.
In late August, the Senate Special Committee on the Climate Crisis also released its report. The special
committee was established by Senate Democrats.

Legislation mentioned in this report can be found by going to www.Congress.gov and typing in the bill
number, title or committee name.

NFIP Seeks Nominations for the 2020 CRS Award for
Excellence
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) established the CRS Award for
Excellence to recognize individuals who have actively advanced the vision of the
NFIP and the Community Rating System (CRS).
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2020 CRS Award for Excellence. The
deadline for submissions is Oct. 31, 2020.
Suitable nominees for the award are professionals who provide leadership in raising awareness about the
dangers of flooding, implement floodplain management programs that reduce flood damage, and promote
the purchase of flood insurance through the NFIP. This includes insurance agents, real estate professionals,
local officials, floodplain managers, or other community leaders.
All nomination forms should clearly describe how the nominee meets the criteria listed below. Clear and
detailed information will enable the review panel to do a thorough evaluation of the nominee. The criteria for
evaluating nominees are:





Active involvement in a CRS community and knowledge of the risk of local flooding.
Demonstrated promotion of using flood insurance as a key tool for helping individuals prepare
for the contingency of flood damage to their properties.
Activities to encourage community leaders to continually improve the community’s safety and
resilience to flooding and other disasters.
Noteworthy achievements in the area of alerting residents and businesses to potential flood
dangers and promoting the purchase of flood insurance.

To nominate someone for the 2020 CRS Award for Excellence, please complete the nomination form and
email it to the address provided on the form by Oct. 31, 2020. Individuals affiliated with the CRS Task Force
and employees of FEMA or Insurance Services Office, Inc., are not eligible.
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By Rebecca Quinn, CFM
Time for another grab bag – three unrelated topics, and introducing the Market Value Supplement.
Freeboard – you’ve saved how much over 20 years?
I keep a file with notes about topics to consider for the
Notebook. Recently, I thumbed all the way to the end, and
there I found a relic. The first column in the current format ran
in late 2011, but that wasn’t the very first Notebook. In early
2000 and again in late 2001, I wrote short pieces about
freeboard. Each had a simple line graphic to show savings
when homes have their lowest floors above the base flood
elevation and dramatically higher costs if floors are below the
BFE. The oldest graphic doesn’t scan well, so I’m showing the
one from 2001, along with a bar chart with the April 2020 rates.
We all know the benefits of freeboard: reduced damage and
lower NFIP flood insurance premiums. A report prepared as
part of the 1996 NFIP Evaluation showed that freeboard “pays
for itself” over a relatively short time
based only on damage avoided (for
most foundation types). Add in the
annual insurance savings and the
period over which the incremental
construction cost to add one to four
feet of freeboard is even shorter.
Given how much the NFIP has
increased rates over the last 20 years, I
wonder if the pay-back period is even
shorter today. Answering that
question would be a big effort
because you’d have to know how
construction costs have changed over
two decades.
But we can guesstimate the insurance
savings side of the equation using a
very simple approach – determine the
premiums for “at BFE” and “BFE +,” calculate
the average of the 2001 and 2020
premiums, multiply by 20 years, compare
the 20-year totals, and see approximate
savings over 20 years. Using rounded
dollars, the table shows doing that for just
BFE + 1 ft. Do the same for BFE + 2 ft, and
the Zone AE savings for 20 years is $20,000
and $58,000 for Zone VE. Add to the benefits of less damage when floods happen, there’s a pretty good case
for adopting two feet of freeboard.

(Continued on page 15)
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Toilets in enclosures below elevated buildings?
Someone recently asked me about installing macerating toilets (also called “upflush” toilets) below the BFE
with the vertical connection to the main sanitary drain above the BFE.
You should all be thinking the same thing – the NFIP regulations (and your floodplain management
regulations and building codes) clearly state that enclosed areas below the lowest floor shall be “useable
solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage.” Installing a toilet and other bathroom fixtures is
not consistent with those uses, and therefore is not permitted when compliance is required (new
construction, substantial improvements, repair of substantial damage). And remember, any work on a
compliant building must maintain all aspects required for compliance, which means installing any type of
toilet after the certificate of occupancy is issued would be a violation.
I pointed that out, and he followed up, lamenting that it would “be nice if FEMA could keep up with industry
advances” because he’d read concerns that plumbing fixtures below BFE can allow sewage to flow out of the
fixtures, or the fixtures could allow floodwater into the sewer system.
But is that really why bathrooms are not allowed below elevated buildings? Well, it may be one reason, but
it’s not the main reason. It’s about not having habitable space subject to flooding. If someone’s garage gets
wet, it’s not a big deal. Storage room? While you and I might not want saturated Christmas decorations, also
not a big deal. Cleaning up a garage, storage, room, or stairwell after flooding wouldn’t delay reoccupancy.
But tuck a toilet room in the corner of a garage and next thing you know, the garage is illegally converted to
a bedroom or an accessory apartment. Then, the amount of damage is significantly higher and recovery
takes longer.
Changing trends in determining market value?
The NFIP regulations don’t define the term “market value,” although it’s used in the NFIP definitions for
“substantial improvement’ and “substantial damage.” The Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage
Desk Reference (FEMA P-758), Section 4.5, describes four options to determine market value: professional
property appraisals, adjusted assessed value, actual cash value (replacement cost minus depreciation), and
qualified estimates. During the last year or so I’ve talked with more than a few local floodplain managers who
have concerns with using professional property appraisals, even when they following the guidance in the
Desk Reference about what they should look for when permit applicants submit appraisals.
In the May 2019 Notebook, Patricia Staebler, an appraiser from southwest Florida, shared her take on actual
cash value (depreciated). In this issue, another Florida appraiser offers the first in a series of “market value
supplements” to the Floodplain Managers Notebook, which follows on the next page.
Ray Carroll has owned and managed a private appraisal practice in Naples, FL since 1984. He holds the
commercial (MAI) and residential (SRA) designations from the Appraisal Institute, and for several years was
an institute instructor on the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. When his personal
practice began to specialize in appraisals for SI/SD determinations, Ray qualified as a Certified Floodplain
Manager. He developed the Appraisal Checklist for SI/SD Determinations and is an instructor for the Florida
Floodplain Managers Association.
Submit your own items or suggestions for future topics to column editor Rebecca Quinn, CFM, at
rcquinn@earthlink.net. Comments welcomed! Explore back issues of the Floodplain Manager’s Notebook.
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By Ray Carroll, MAI, SRA, CFM
Over the next several issues of the Insider, I’ll write about the appraisal challenges associated with
determining the market value for use in making NFIP-required substantial improvement and substantial
damage determinations. Today, I want to focus on the adjusted assessment method. As the default method
used most often, it deserves more than a passing glance.
Let’s begin by understanding that ad valorem tax assessments were never intended to be used the way we
use them for SI/SD determinations. This method is popular because it is quick, inexpensive, and manageable
by community officials. For modest repairs or improvements, the method usually works.
All of the following conditions must be met when the adjusted assessment method is used:
 The building must be assessed (not all buildings are);
 You must know the assessment that applies to the “under-roof” portion of the building;
 You must know the assessment ratio; and
 You must make the adjustment mathematically correct.
Let’s assume we’re considering a proposal to improve someone’s house,
with a detached two-car garage and an attached swimming pool and
pool enclosure. Elsewhere on the property is a boat dock, a paved
driveway, and a tool shed. Assessments are developed using a computer
model that starts with a land value estimate. When there are
improvements, their replacement costs are estimated and deductions are
made for depreciation. In this case, the house and its attached pool and
pool enclosure would have the costs grouped together, and separate
costs would be estimated for the rest of the improvements. When you’re
evaluating an application to improve the residence, only the value of that
building applies. That’s why it’s important to ask for the assessment that
applies to the under-roof portion of the building you’re interested in.
Most assessment information available online is not in a useable format.
That means we need to do more work, because it’s our job to get the
right information. Here’s how to do that:

Tax Assessor: Sometimes
referred to as the tax
appraiser, county appraiser,
or auditor.
Ad valorem assessment:
Literally, an assessment
“according to value.” It is the
job of the tax assessor to
periodically appraise all
property in his/her jurisdiction.
Assessment ratio: The ratio of
a property’s assessment to its
100% market value. If
assessments are supposed to
be 85% of market value, then
the assessment ratio is 0.85.

1. Before you do anything else, contact the local tax assessor’s
office and ask to talk to someone about the assessment ratio.
The data processing division is a good place to start. Explain
how you’re using the assessment information and then ask,
“What is the assessment ratio for XYZ County?” Most assessments are set at a fraction of market
value. This is to avoid overassessment and resulting lawsuits. Usually there is a targeted
assessment percentage set by statute. Sometimes a state agency that audits assessments will
require local tax assessors to file a formal report setting forth the assessment percentage for a
given jurisdiction. Once you learn how things are done in your jurisdiction, get a copy of whatever
document certifies the assessment percentage. It should be a public document, and you’ll only
need to ask for it once a year when the new tax roll is certified.
2. Develop a personal contact at the local tax assessor’s office who you can talk to or email regularly.
I say “develop” because you’re likely to have to explain what you want and what you’re doing. If
(Continued on page 17)
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you’re patient, and you take time to develop a relationship, then it will save you time later when
you email other requests.
3. When you make a request for assessment information, identify the property (probably using a
property tax ID #) and ask for “the assessment that applies to the under-roof portion of the
building.” This is the only way to be sure you have the correct assessment.
4. Once you know the assessment ratio and you have the correct assessment information, it’s just
easy math to use the adjusted assessment method. You divide the building assessment by the
assessment ratio. Here’s how the math works:
Assume the building assessment is $85,000 and the assessment ratio is 0.85:
$85,000 ÷ 0.85 = $100,000, which is the building value.
[Careful! Don’t multiply by the assessment ratio! For this example, that yields
$85,000 × 0.85 = $72,250.]
For as often as this method is used, we should use it properly and have confidence in the results. Though the
adjusted assessment method is simple and easy to use, we should be aware that it has some major
drawbacks:


It is common across the country to find places where assessments are set at very low percentages.
Assessment ratios as low as 30% or 35% are not uncommon. The lower the ratio, the more
sensitive the adjustment process becomes, and the less reliable is the outcome.



Assessments always lag the actual market because there must be a supply of recent sales activity
for the assessor to build the assessment database. In jurisdictions that reappraise annually, it is
possible that assessment information is as much as 18 months old, but many communities don’t
reappraise annually. Some reappraise no more often than every five years. That means you’d be
working with an assessed value that is more than five years old.



Not all buildings are assessed. For example, condominium units are assessed individually, and the
assessment does not separate the land value. Neither does it separate other common-element
improvements all of which are included in each unit’s assessment. The adjusted assessment
method should never be applied to condominium ownership situations. Other buildings,
especially if they are exempt from property taxes, are sometimes not assessed with the same
attention to detail as tax-paying property. This is especially true of government buildings. There
are some buildings that aren’t separately assessed because they are part of a larger whole. A
good example is the clubhouse in a packaged golf community.

Fun Fact: Los Angeles saw an increase of more than 2,000 jobs from its $166 million
investment in nature-based solutions from 2012-2014. The best part about this job growth is
that many of these jobs are local, providing an extra boost to the local economy
Source: Building Community Resilience with Nature-based Solutions: A Guide for Local
Communities
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Flood Insurance Committee Corner
Hurricanes and Wildfires…Oh My. (Do You Have Flood Insurance?)
Talk about a record hurricane season…and we aren’t even at the peak yet! As we
write this, the 12th and 13th Atlantic storms are about to be named in mid-late
August, not in October as they would in an average season. While the NFIP
Marketing & Outreach Branch, along with its contractor C3, is finishing up its
hurricane campaign for the southeastern gulf states (it ran June-mid-August), the
material can still be used by community officials to help inform the citizens and
encourage them to buy flood insurance. Visit the campaign page for more details
and outreach material. Even though it says it’s for insurance agents, community
officials will find the materials useful too…especially the social media pieces. With
such an active hurricane season, remind your residents and business owners
NOW to buy flood insurance, as there is typically a 30-day waiting period.
Speaking of active, the western United States is
experiencing record heat and wildfires. As they know
so well out there, flood follows fire! Communities need
to alert citizens that the flood risk is not only right
after a fire but can last for several years. Plus, the NFIP
flood insurance policy covers mudflows. Again, even
though it is targeted for insurance agents,
Agents.FloodSmart.gov has some great material to
help you promote the risk and need for flood
insurance. Visit the Flood After Fire campaign page
and Post-wildfire Flooding Community Outreach page
for ideas and shareable materials.
Finally, in the world of NFIP transformation, Co-chair Steve Samuelson was able to recently attend a briefing
on Risk Rating 2.0 (RR2.0). While not a lot of new information was released, the agency did confirm that
they’re still planning to release the rates on April 1, 2021 and have them go live Oct. 1, 2021. In the process
of developing RR2.0, FEMA compiled some NFIP statistics about insured single-family homes (which makes
up the bulk of the NFIP policies, about 3.5 million out of 5 million policies) that we thought you might find of
interest; such as:





0.4% are in Zone V ($5,310 average premium)
4% are grandfather-rated ($1,075 average premium)
11% are pre-FIRM ($2,334 average premium)
49% have PRPs ($470 average premium)

As we receive more information about RR2.0, we will be sure to share it. Meanwhile, no major changes are
expected in the program between now and then. But please do remember that PRP rates are going up 15%
on Jan. 1, 2021!
Humbly yours,
Your Insurance Committee Co-chairs
Steve Samuelson, CFM and Bruce A. Bender, CFM
Learn more about the ASFPM Flood Insurance Committee.
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Key Elements of the Coastal Barrier Resources
System Must Be Restored
By Karen Hyun
The Department of the Interior recently undermined a bipartisan law that protects undeveloped coastal
floodplains, raising concerns by state officials, taxpayer advocates, conservative think-tanks, sportsmen’s
organizations, and environmental groups. In November 2019, the Department of the Interior announced that
undeveloped beaches, islands, inlets, and spits included in the Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)
would be open to sand mining to generate sand for renourishing heavily developed beaches. Interior’s action
puts millions of acres of important bird and other wildlife habitat at risk, and threatens the ability of coastal
lands and wetlands to buffer storm impacts and provide important resiliency benefits for upland
communities.
The CBRS was enacted in 1982 by President Ronald Reagan, and expanded in 1990 and 1998 with wide
bipartisan support. Most federal development expenditures are prohibited on areas in the system, including
federal flood insurance, Department of Transportation road and bridge building funds, and other federal
programs. The system includes 3.5 million acres of undeveloped coastal lands and estuarine areas along the
Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Great Lakes, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. By blocking federal expenditures in
these areas, the CBRS has saved the federal taxpayer nearly $10 billion since its creation. If left intact, it is ontarget to save another $11-108 billion in the next 50 years.
The CBRS protects some of the most important remaining undeveloped coastal habitat in the United States.
The National Audubon Society has identified 16 “flagship” bird species that represent the habitat and
resource needs of more than 350 other bird species, and nearly all of the flagship species rely on resources
provided by the barrier island, inlet, and estuarine ecosystems protected by the CBRS. Sand mining
operations can degrade bird and other wildlife habitat, and disrupt the natural movement of sand that helps
stabilize erosion, thereby reducing the storm resiliency protections these areas provide to upland
communities.
In July 2020, staff to the Republican and Democratic Senators and Representatives who wrote the 1982 law
and its 1990 expansion admonished the Department of the Interior for its inaccurate interpretation of the
law, and called on it to reinstate the prior interpretation. The National Audubon Society, represented by
Democracy Forward, filed a lawsuit in July seeking to overturn Interior’s actions.
The Coastal Barrier Resources System saves the federal taxpayer billions of dollars, supports coastal resiliency
in the face of storms and sea level rise, and provides vitally important habitat to commercial fisheries, birds,
and other wildlife. It is essential that this common sense and bipartisan law is implemented in the
environmentally protective, cost-saving, and public safety manner in which it was intended.

Karen Hyun is the vice president for coastal conservation at the National Audubon Society.

Find a Job. Post a Job
Be sure to check out the new Career Center on the ASFPM website to see
available career opportunities throughout the country. It’s free, regardless of
whether you’re looking at job postings, or an employer wanting to post an
opening at your company, organization, or agency
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NEWS BRIEFS
Agency updates, grant deadlines, and the latest curated news
Three Towns - Three Rivers

Historic flooding after Hurricane Matthew in 2016 devastated rural eastern North Carolina. Three towns,
Princeville, Seven Springs, and Fair Bluff were particularly hard hit. The challenges before them included
devising ways to become more resilient to future floods in this era of climate change. But before plans could
be acted upon, Hurricane Florence arrived, changing everything. This UNC-TV documentary tells the story of
how these communities responded. Watch the video.

Broken Ground, a podcast

In this latest season, the Broken Ground podcast by the Southern Environmental Law Center explores how
those living along our southern coasts are navigating sea level rise. Listen now.

Projections of Global-scale Extreme Sea Levels and Resulting Episodic Coastal Flooding

Sea level rise is a well-recognized consequence of climate change, however a new study released last month
warns of an additional threat. As oceans rise, powerful coastal storms, crashing waves and extreme high tides
will be able to reach farther inland, putting tens of millions more people and trillions of dollars in assets
worldwide at risk of periodic flooding. Read more.

Reporting on the State of the Climate in 2019
A new State of the Climate report confirmed that 2019 was among the three warmest years in records dating
to the mid-1800s. Several markers such as sea level and greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere
once again broke records set just one year prior. NOAA breaks down some of the key findings.
Nature-Based Solutions Can Help Rebuild Economies After COVID-19

Protecting and restoring coastal wetlands can help countries to strengthen their local economies and
improve livelihoods while supporting adaptation and mitigation efforts for climate change. Coastal wetlands
help to buffer against storm surges, filter water, store carbon, shelter and nourish species, and provide
economic opportunity and intrinsic value for the communities whose well-being and livelihoods are tied to
the healthy function of these ecosystems. Read more.

Dogtooth Bend Restoration Project

Over the last few years, floodplain restoration has also emerged as a key objective of the Nature
Conservancy's Mississippi River Basin Project. TNC has set an ambitious goal to restore 750,000 acres of
floodplains across the Mississippi River basin in the next five years and 2 million acres in the next ten years.
Read more about the project and why it's being called a success story.

Urban Flooding Is On The Rise, So What Can Be Done?

Extensive development, aging infrastructure in older sections of communities, and increases in intense rainfall
events, all contribute to increases in urban flooding. This article looks at urban flooding as a hidden danger
and how flood prediction and resilience can be improved. Read more.

State News
CALIFORNIA
Malibu in Continued FEMA Flood Maps Appeal

The city of Malibu announced they are in the continued process of appealing the revised FEMA preliminary
flood maps potentially impacting beachside estates saying that the revised flood maps base flood elevation
could potentially impact beachside properties. Read more.
(Continued on page 21)
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NEWS BRIEFS
Agency updates, grant deadlines, and the latest curated news
Florida
Miami-Dade wants mangroves and islands as storm protection instead of 10-foot walls

The federal government’s plan to protect Miami-Dade from future storms hinges on a tall, gray wall between
the city and Biscayne Bay, but residents have their own vision for how best to keep the water from drowning
the Magic City. And it’s much greener. Read more
IOWA

More than 30 new Iowa Flood Center Stream Sensors Installed

The Iowa Flood Center (IFC) at the University of Iowa has installed over 30 new stream sensors this spring to
help communities be better prepared when water levels begin to rise. The new stream sensors help fill
identified flood monitoring and forecasting gaps, providing river level information for informed decision
making. Read more
Louisiana

Terrebonne Barrier Island Project Moves Ahead

Louisiana’s largest barrier island restoration project to-date is now underway, the Louisiana Coastal
Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) reports. Restoration of the Terrebonne Basin barrier shoreline
will provide a buffer to reduce the full force and effects of wave action, provide marsh to capture sediment
washing over the islands, and reduce saltwater intrusion, storm surge, and tidal currents on adjacent
estuaries and wetlands. Read more
MASSACHUSETTS

State awards grants for river and wetland restoration and climate adaptation

Four ecological restoration projects will be receiving $798,000 in state grant funding to help local partners
remove aging dams, restore historic wetlands, and improve floodplain habitat and storage. Read more
MINNESOTA

NOAA Grant for Lake Superior Coastal Program

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will use a $1.1 million grant from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to support the work of Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal
Program, fund three significant local projects and continue the program’s quarterly Short Term Action
Request (STAR) grants. Read more

SOUTH CAROLINA
Charleston will finally have new FEMA flood maps in 2021

Charleston County’s updated flood maps will finally go into effect next year, giving clarity to homeowners
about whether they will be required to have flood insurance and how they can repair their homes after a
storm. The maps are supposed to be updated regularly, but the county’s current maps date back to the early
2000s. Draft drawings were released in 2016, but were delayed with appeals. Read more.

TEXAS
Opinion: More concrete ditches and paved-over prairies? Houston must pivot to nature-based
flood mitigation
After Harvey, many expert groups were formed, reports commissioned, and the public was convened — all in
search of solutions. A common theme emerged from all of these efforts: we can’t keep approaching flood
mitigation in the same ways and expect a different result — the powerful role of the area’s natural systems,
plus a focus on the equitable distribution of funds, must be part of the answer. Read more.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Agency updates, grant deadlines, and the latest curated news
(Continued from page 24)

Proposal Would Help Protect Houston Area From Hurricanes, Create 10,000-Acre Public Park
A proposal to protect the Houston area from hurricane storm surge is gaining recognition for its innovative
design, though project leaders say it still faces obstacles in becoming a reality. Read more.
VIRGINIA

Developers must plan for more flooding in order to build in Virginia Beach

The Virginia Beach City Council has updated its building and design standards in an effort to frequent
combat flooding events. Private engineers will no longer be able to rely on their own rain runoff calculations
and must instead use ones provided by the city. Developers have to plan for 20 percent more rainfall than
current National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration data calls for. After construction, designers will be
required to certify that the stormwater facility they designed was built according to plan. Read more.
WISCONSIN
Milwaukee’s Sustainability Leader Advances a Back-to-Nature Strategy to Lower Flood Risk
Milwaukee has found success in using regulations to enhance flood mitigation and lower flood risks in the
city. These successes include the installation of green infrastructure able to handle more than 10 million
gallons of stormwater, with a goal of 50 million gallons of capacity by 2024. Pew Research recently spoke
with the director of Milwaukee’s Environmental Collaboration Office, Erick Shambarger, about the city's plans.
Read more
Army Corps of Engineers suggests technical study for flooded Clear Lake area
Technical analysis — which could take the form of a hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, and mapping for
inundation levels — costs and timelines are determined by the proposed scope of the project. Once a
partnership is formed, technical studies are typically completed by the Corps in one to two years. Read more

USACE Offers Best Practices for Complying with ADA and
ABA for Nonstructural Projects
The National Nonstructural Committee of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers has released a new Best Practice
Guide: BPG 2020-07 Compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 & Architectural Barriers Act
of 1968. Please note that USACE Best Practice Guides
are intended to support PDTs by sharing knowledge
broadly across USACE, but are not official guidance.
BPG 2020-07 provides information on important items
to consider when developing nonstructural alternatives
specifically related to complying with the ADA and ABA.
This is particularly important when considering
elevation of structures as part of an alternative, as there
are requirements and corresponding costs that need to be accounted for.
Download the best practices guide.
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MEMBER NEWS
The latest news about ASFPM members
Congratulations to Edwin James, the Carson Water Subconservancy District General Manager, who was
recently named the 2020 Floodplain Management Association’s Floodplain Manager of the Year. This award
recognizes James for his efforts and contributions to floodplain management in the Carson River Watershed.
The Floodplain Management Association is an ASFPM chapter with a focus on California, Nevada, and Hawaii.
Gail Lazaras, CFM, associate director, Rivers of Southern Appalachia and the Carolinas for American Rivers,
wrote an op-ed in the Fayetteville Observer titled “Flooding and injustice are deeply linked — we can change
that.” In the piece she talks about some of the deep racial inequities woven into our hurricane- and floodresponse systems and offers specific suggestions on how we can begin to create a more equitable approach
to flood management.
Gordon White of the Washington State Department of Ecology was featured in a recent Pew Trusts article
where he talked about the state’s Floodplains by Design program. Working in partnership with the Nature
Conservancy, the $165 million program has reconnected about 2,500 acres of floodplains, protected 500
acres of farmland, restored more than 25 miles of salmon habitat, and removed nearly 700 residences from
high-risk flood zones in 38 communities.
Please help us celebrate our members. Send word of your accomplishments to us at editor@floods.org.

Welcome New Members
William Blair, FL
Charles Daniel Wilson, EIT, Coconino Cnty., AZ
Johnny Montiel, Roosevelt Cnty., NM
Russell A. Wenham, PE, City of Anderson, CA
Monica D. Rabb, CPMSM, City of Flagstaff, AZ
Shuo Wang, MD
Jame Wills, KEITH, FL
Zain M. Husain, City of Madeira Beach, FL
Amanda Jones, City of Peoria, AZ
Timothy H. Gray, FL
Joshua A. Straight, Yavapai Cnty., AZ
Alexandra E. Lahm, City of Kenner, LA
Lance Hubbs, Charlotte Cnty., FL
Janine M. Hall, Charlotte Cnty., FL
Darren J. Ikin, Walden Associates, NY
Wendy G. Green, Adams Cnty., ID
Alec D. Lloyd, Deloitte, VA
Brendan F. Klein, Deloitte, MD
Michael B. Jeffery, City of San Leandro, CA
Edward P. Mueller, City of Apoka, FL
Allyson M. Monsour, P.E., Clark-Nexsen, VA
Venkata Santosh Nishtala, P.E., Maricopa Cnty., AZ
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Robert L. Ward, City of Fort Myers, FL
Matthew Noonon, P.E., City of Winter Park, FL
Joshua L. Krenek, Yavapai Cnty., AZ
Liang Liang, Zest, LLC, MD
Hao-Yun Lei, P.E. Zest, LLC, MD
Godwin N. Davidson, CFM, FEMA, GA
Nathan T. Jones Clark-Nexsen, VA
Sarah E. Propst, AICP, PMP, LTA Engineers, LLC, FL
John A. Gavin, CFM, CDM Smith, NC
Jacob D. Asgian, Olsson Assoc., KS
Harry C. Burton, IV, City of Port St. Lucie, FL
Seamus M. Riley, Jefferson Parish, LA
Lucas P. Roberts, P.E., Ada Cnty., ID
Benjamin A. Easley, P.E., City of Prescott, AZ
David Jimenez, RA, City of Glen Cove, NY
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ASFPM Editorial Guidelines
ASFPM accepts and welcomes articles from our members and partners. “The Insider” and “News & Views”
have a style format, and if necessary, we reserve the right to edit submitted articles for space, grammar,
punctuation, spelling, potential libel and clarity. If we make substantive changes, we will email the article back
to you for your approval before using. We encourage you to include artwork with your article in the form of
photos, illustrations, charts, and graphs. Please include a description of the art, along with the full name of
who created the art. If the art is not yours originally, you must include expressed, written consent granting
ASFPM permission to use the art in our publications.
Copyright© Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc.

Information and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of ASFPM Board of Directors.
Reproduction, with credit, is permitted for individual ASFPM-authored articles. Please contact Mary Bart at
editor@floods.org.

Association of State Floodplain Managers
8301 Excelsior Dr., Madison, WI 53717
Phone: (608) 828-3000 Fax: (608) 828-6319 editor@floods.org
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