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FEMA’s Request for Comments on Levee Mapping Procedures
Due: January 30, 2012
FEMA has released its proposed new levee mapping approach for mapping areas behind levees that are not
accredited. This was in response to concerns about the "without levee" mapping approach. FEMA is requesting
comments and will give the public an opportunity to provide input regarding the new approach.
A fact sheet, the Federal Register notice, the proposed approach, and FEMA Analysis and Mapping ProjectQuestions for Consideration are all posted on the ASFPM Levees and Flood Insurance page.
ASFPM is utilizing the committee process to develop comments for a formal ASFPM letter.
The consolidated comments will be available on the ASFPM website on January 30, 2012.
For additional information on this process, click here.

**Please ‘like’ the ASFPM Facebook page for immediate notice of when these comments, or similar Hot
Topic Action Items, are posted to the ASFPM website.

ASFPM Officers, Board, and Staff extend to all our
members our warmest wishes for a most successful 2012.
We thank you for your past support and friendship as we
look forward to serving you in the coming year.
BE FLOOD SAFE!!
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Associate Director - Operations Report - Ingrid Danler
I found myself in a familiar role as a cheerleader over the holidays. From one social gathering to
the next, I heard the collective sighs of how bad everything was, how it has been the worst
anyone has ever seen, how business was evaporating, and how the future looked grim. Now, I’m
not one to downplay what is happening in the world around us, nor am I about to slather on a
layer of sugar-coating, but I find inspiration in the events and people that shaped 2011. There is
opportunity in adversity! And there are investments in the future to be made, and bridges to be
built to blend the past with the future. So I have some suggestions for the New Year, taught to
me by the younger set, which you may want to adopt as your 2012 resolutions: relevancy,
staying in touch, and flash mob/smart mob.
Relevancy is the new commodity in 2012—linking the vast amounts of information. Like never before, has being on
the cutting edge of what is happening in the world been so imperative. Commercials on television whittle the world
down to mere seconds as actors flash their android phones with things already posted, tweeted, and uploaded to
Facebook. On the flip side, with the instant information exchange, what is often missing is backup and verification of
the information. Grumble as you might, we no longer have the luxury of taking our time to respond. The new
expectation is quickness and relevance. The value of your ASFPM membership is to link the limitless pool of
information, against our collective mission, needs, and goals. As the younger staff here at ASFPM continue to provide
the tools of Facebook, RSS feed, LinkedIn, and Twitter, the value of our more senior members is highlighted by our
experience, knowledge and skills that allow us to weigh in, collaborate and offer verification.
Staying in touch and balancing life is another expectation in 2012. I used a fax machine the other day and laughed at
how ancient and slow that “once a wonder machine” was. I am beginning to think emails are also moving in that
direction, as we all get buried in our inboxes and instead opt for texting, instant messaging, and Facebook. There
really is no longer a legitimate excuse for being out of touch and the new business paradigm is to be available always.
However, with the challenges come some privileges, such as being brief, and not having to conform to perfect
punctuation and normal business hours. A warm body in the office is not always superior to answering a text or email
without delay. Know that your membership gives you access to national and international experts in floodplain
management, all available when you need them.
Flash mob/smart mob may be your best ASFPM membership benefit in 2012. Flash mob is using social media
mechanisms to gather people for a usually artistic group activity, and smart mobs are similar except done for a political
or otherwise coordinated purpose. Take advantage of your ‘ASFPM mob’ and start planning your trip to San Antonio
for this year’s 2012 Annual Conference! As much as I support the new technologies, social media will never take the
place of honest-to-goodness face-to-face bantering of the issues and sharing of ideas over a cup of Joe. And, above
all, your ASFPM membership is the opportunity for service to your community, and the collective floodplain
management profession, through acquaintance and friendship.
Welcome 2012!

2012 ASFPM Officers and Director Election Schedule
Every spring, ASFPM conducts elections for our ASFPM Officers, Regional Directors, and Chapter Directors.
Individual and Chapter members in good standing (dues paid for 2012) participate in this process. Nomination
requests for the open positions will be sent in February. Following qualification vetting of the nominees by the
Nominations/Elections Chair, ballots will be distributed to all members by the end of March. For 2012, the nominations
and ballots will be submitted in electronic format and require an active member to complete the process.
Please be sure to renew your 2012 ASFPM membership in order to participate in the nomination and election
of ASFPM Officers, Regional Directors, and Chapter Directors.
Your dues must be paid no later than February 1 in order to receive the nominations packet.
Questions can be directed to our Associate Director of Operations, Ingrid Danler at Ingrid@floods.org.
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ASFPM Foundation
As we move forward in 2012, don’t forget to review the fall ASFPM Foundation newsletter for
the notable ASFPM Foundation activities from 2011!
To access the 2010 Gilbert F. White National Flood Policy Forum Reports, including the online
copy of the condensed Managing Flood Risks & Floodplain Resources, please click here.
Earlier reports and additional ASFPM Foundation information are available on the website:
http://www.asfpmfoundation.org/

Nick Winter Memorial Scholarship Fund
Award Competition for Undergraduate and Graduate Students
Deadline: March 31, 2012
The Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) and the ASFPM Foundation will grant a $2,000 scholarship
for the 2012-2013 academic year to a full-time college junior or senior currently enrolled in an undergraduate program
related to floodplain/stormwater management, or a student enrolled in a graduate program in a field related to
floodplain/stormwater management.
Eligible applicants include current undergraduates in a four-year college program, applicants to a graduate program, or
current graduate students. Applicants must be enrolled in an accredited university or college in the United States and
be a citizen of the United States. Eligible fields of discipline include civil or environmental engineering, planning,
emergency management, environmental sciences, or other disciplines with a demonstrable link to
floodplain/stormwater management.
Applicants must complete a 2012-2013 Scholarship Application Form which can be downloaded from ASFPM’s
website. Selection preference will be given to those applicants who demonstrate a history of civic or volunteer service,
as well as a financial need (i.e. full-time students responsible for their own tuition), in addition to meeting the basic
qualifications. In order to be considered, the Scholarship Review Committee must receive the 2012-2013 Scholarship
Application Form and a separate reference letter prior to March 31, 2012.
Scholarship funds will be paid directly to the recipient’s college or university.
The selection will be made prior to May 1, 2012.
Applications and reference letter should be sent via email to ASFPM@floods.org.
For further information, please contact Diane Brown at 608-441-3003.

Community Rating System Task Force
Congratulations to Greg Main, CFM, with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources
On December 21, 2011, Greg was appointed as a member of the National Flood Insurance Program Community
Rating System Task Force. His insight about floodplain management as a result of the flooding that impacts Indiana,
in addition to his experience from having served as Chair of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, will be a
valuable addition to the Task Force. Please look for Greg’s CRSTF report in coming editions of The Insider.
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Submit your own items or suggestions for future topics to column editor Rebecca Quinn, CFM, at
rcquinn@earthlink.net. Comments welcomed!
In my last column I mentioned that I don’t get many comments, which prompted several people to e-mail with
questions they’ve been looking into. I got only one request for a set of past columns, which might begin to appear in a
state floodplain management newsletter.
One question came from a local official in Florida, asking about regulating buildings that are exempt by law from the
state building code. Another local official, from Colorado, asked about regulating buildings that are situated slightly
outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), but have basements below the Base Flood Elevation (BFE).
Buildings Exempt from Building Code.
The answer to this question is simple: Communities that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
agree to regulate development in special flood hazard areas – all development. The term is broadly defined: “any
man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures,
mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials.”
Regardless of what mechanism is used to accomplish it, all development in SFHAs, even buildings exempt by law from
the building code, must be regulated.
Agricultural buildings are the most common exemption, but I’ve also seen state codes that exempt “hunting/fishing
camps,” buildings associated with railroads and electric utilities, and others.
Most communities issue both building permits and floodplain development permits. Building permits are issued for
buildings and structures within the scope of the building code (see note at end). Floodplain development permits are
issued for all other development. And sometimes both permits are issued for a single project. This is one reason why
coordination between building officials and floodplain administrators is so important, doubly so if they work in different
departments.
Back to those exempt structures: Simply because they are exempt from the building code does not exempt them from
the community’s responsibility and commitment to the NFIP. The solution is to authorize those buildings by issuance
of floodplain development permits. The next question is: What rules apply? And the answer to that depends on how
the local floodplain management regulations are written.
As more states are developing regulations explicitly written to coordinate with the building code, I’ve seen a clean and
easy way to do it. For all of the specific flood requirements, the building code refers to the standard ASCE 24, Flood
Resistant Design and Construction. Thus, ordinances can be written to “recapture” those exempt buildings and require
them to be designed and constructed in accordance with ASCE 24. The community then reviews plans for
conformance with ASCE 24 and issues a floodplain development permit. But until coordinated regulations are
adopted, communities would apply the requirements for buildings that should already be in their floodplain
management regulations.
Buildings Just Outside the SFHA.
This question about buildings just outside the SFHA that have basements has both an easy answer and a somewhat
complicated possible resolution.
The local official who asked the question already knew the easy answer: A building footprint that is entirely outside of
the SFHA boundary, even by inches, is not regulated as floodplain development because it is not within the mapped
SFHA. Of course, there can be spirited discussions about the exact location of a building footprint relative to the SFHA
boundary, especially when someone pulls out a ruler to measure the width of the line on the FIRM. (I’ve had those
discussions, notably when a building straddles the boundary between Zone A and Zone V.) Remember that buildings
in more than one zone must comply with the requirements of the more restrictive zone. That applies even if buildings
straddle the SFHA boundary, partially in and partially out. In those cases, the entire building is required to meet the
SFHA requirements.

Continued on page 5
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Floodplain Manager’s Notebook……continued from page 4

A consequence of the easy answer is that a building with a basement below the BFE could be located smack next to
the SFHA boundary and there’s not much you can do about it.
And what’s so bad about that? Well, loyal readers know that one of my favorite sayings is “Mother Nature doesn’t read
flood maps!” When was the last time you saw rising floodwaters stop precisely at the BFE? And when was the last
time you saw inundated areas precisely lined up with the SFHA boundaries?
Now imagine a building slightly outside of the SFHA boundary, with the main floor at-grade and a basement. Keep in
mind that it only takes an inch or two of water above the floor to spill into and fill the basement. So if flooding rises just
a little above the BFE, the building and contents could be damaged, perhaps significantly.
There’s another, perhaps less likely consequence except in areas where floodwaters stay high for more than a day or
two. Even if floodwaters don’t come in contact with the exterior foundation of the building, if the ground surrounding
the basement becomes saturated, the unbalanced hydrostatic pressure against the basement walls could lead to
structural damage. I’ve heard that some communities adopt floodplain regulations that control based on BFE, not only
the SFHA on the map. The effect is to preclude basements below the BFE, even if the elevation of the ground above
is higher than the BFE.
Although it doesn’t entirely solve the basement problem, there’s a practical way to take into consideration both
uncertainties in mapping (often due to map scale) and development on land immediately adjacent to the SFHA
boundary. And it’s a nifty way to effectively account for future BFE increases, too, such as sea level rise.
Suppose a community adopts freeboard, thus increasing the level of protection for buildings within the SFHA. But
buildings right next door, just outside of the SFHA, could be permitted flat on the ground (thus lower than the SFHA
buildings). The sketch shows how the additional height can be used in regulation, by establishing a “setback”
combined with a “set-up.”
Here’s how it works.
Suppose the
community adopts 2-ft freeboard. Logically,
that suggests the set-up should also be 2-ft.
And suppose the community thinks a 100-ft
setback from the SFHA boundary is
reasonable. Although a line on a map isn’t
necessary to implement this approach, with
good enough topography, that combination
can be used to delineate an added “factor of
safety zone” within which the regulations
apply.

This approach can also be used to guide development away from the SFHA by using the set-up and setback in
combination, and requiring buildings to be located landward of the location identified by either parameter. Thus, a
building would have to be set back at least 100 feet from the SFHA boundary, unless the topography is such that the
set-up is satisfied at a closer location.

[RCQ]

NOTE: FEMA has determined that the flood provisions of the International Code Series are consistent
with the NFIP requirements for buildings and structures (2006 and later editions). Most state and local
building codes are based on the I-Codes.
Download excerpts of the flood provisions of the 2009 I-Codes and “Highlights of ASCE 24”
www.fema.gov/rebuild/buildingscience/coderesources.shtm
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ASFPM Conference Update
ASFPM 36th Annual National Conference | Mission Mitigation
May 20 – 25, 2012, San Antonio, Texas
The deadline for submitting your presentation for the 2012 conference has now passed. Each
year, we have significantly more presentations than we can accommodate, so late
submissions are not considered!
In case you missed it, the San Antonio Marriott River Center is now accepting hotel reservations for the conference
and a limited number of government per diem rooms are still available. Please note that this block is for government
employees only and you will be asked to show identification upon check-in to confirm your employment status.
The hotel has set up a direct link to their reservation system. Both per diem and group rate rooms can be reserved.

Nominations for ASFPM Awards Closes March 1, 2012
Join the stars who have received national recognition over the years for doing the right thing and doing it well. Here are
the award categories for excellence in floodplain management to which we invite your nomination of worthy programs,
projects, or persons. For more details, please click here:










Media Award
LRJ Local Floodplain Manager of the Year
Sheaffer Floodproofing Award
Ivey Certification Award

Tom Lee State Award
James Lee Witt Local Award
Louthain Award for Distinguished Service
Meritorious Achievement Award

Our conference theme for 2012 in San Antonio is “MISSION MITIGATION”. Please help us showcase the many
successes across the country! Simply go to the ASFPM awards nomination page and submit your program, project,
or person online. Make sure you get it in by the March 1 deadline because it will not be extended, given that the
conference is in mid-May this year. It is highly recommended that you provide applicable letters of support for your
nomination. Send those to Outreach & Events Manager Diane Brown in the ASFPM office at diane@floods.org.
Diane is available to answer your questions about the process or categories and may be reached at 608-441-3003.
Winners will be notified in mid-April to allow time to make travel arrangements.

CFM® Corner
This section will appear in each issue of the Insider. For suggestions on specific
topics or questions to be covered, please send an email to Anita in the ASFPM
Office at cfm@floods.org

ASFPM CFM Exam History

As of 1/1/2012

Year
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

Average Score
75.25
74
76.69
75.13
75.53
75.7
75.1
75.4
74.5
74
77
77
77

Percentage of Passing
83%
64%
82%
84%
77%
81%
77%
76%
77%
76%
80%
81%
83%
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Certification Information
Happy New Year! Here is some interesting information
regarding the certification exam from the National Certification
Program. You will note the percentage of persons passing the
exam varies only somewhat year to year, but stays in the 75%83% range. Likewise, the average scores have remained fairly
consistent over the years.
CFM Renewal 1/31/2012 - ASFPM CFMs who are up for their
biennial CFM® certification renewal January 31, 2012 have
been sent a letter and renewal form via snail mail. If you have
not received yours in the mail, please contact Anita Larson at
cfm@floods.org so your CFM does not lapse.
Keeping us updated - Please remember to notify Anita at
cfm@floods.org when you have a change of address. CFM
renewals and other certification related mailed material is sent
to your HOME ADDRESS. Also, make sure we always have
your current employment information and correct email
address.

iWashington Legislative Reporti
By: Meredith R. Inderfurth, Washington Liaison
Awaiting the Next Congressional Session

rd

While the Congress officially convened at noon on January 3 for the
th
Second Session of the 112 Congress, legislative business begins later
in January. The House of Representatives begins to meet on January
th
th
17 and the Senate begins its work on January 24 .
Meanwhile, the Senate continues to have a brief “pro forma” session every several days so that there is no official
recess. This prevents the President from making recess appointments without Senate agreement.
The first session adjourned just before Christmas with a last minute Senate agreement to a two month extension of
various tax provisions including the payroll tax extension. The original year-long tax extension bill included the text
of the flood insurance reform legislation previously passed by the House, in the hope that it would be counted as
savings to the Treasury. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) determined that the flood insurance reform
legislation would produce savings to the National Flood Insurance Fund, but not to the Treasury. The flood bill was
not included in the two month extender bill and it appears unlikely that it will be part of the next version of extender
provisions expected to be taken up very early after the Congress convenes.

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Extension

st

The National Flood Insurance Program’s authority was extended until May 31 as part of an omnibus appropriations
th
bill, S.1958, funding much of the federal government through September 30 . The House Financial Services
Committee and Senate Banking Committee preferred the earlier date for the NFIP in order to maintain momentum
to complete action on flood insurance reform. The House passed H.R.1309 in July 2011 and the Senate Banking
Committee reported out its bill, S.1940, in September. To finalize action, the Senate would have to pass its bill and
then differences between the two bills would have to be resolved.
A side-by-side noting similarities and differences between the two bills is posted on the ASFPM NFIP Reform page.

Budgets and Appropriations
Appropriations for FY 2012
After enactment of only 3 of the 12 regular appropriations bills for Fiscal Year 2012, on December 17, the Congress
took final action on an omnibus, or ‘mega-bus’, bill, H.R.2055, making appropriations for the rest of the federal
government for the remainder of the fiscal year. Overall, the final bill results in a 10% cut in federal domestic
spending.
Passage of the mega-bus bill meant that negotiated numbers were agreed to without the regular order of an open
House-Senate Conference Committee for each of the component bills.
The bill is a massive document attached to the Military Construction Appropriations bill. For specific numbers
when looking at the bill, click on the Section containing the appropriations of interest and search through that
section. Some final numbers from the Homeland Security Appropriations (Section D) for FEMA are:

Emergency Management Preparedness Grants
Disaster Relief Fund

$350, 000,000
$700,000,000

($24,000,000 transfer to IG for disaster related audits and investigations)

Mapping/Risk Analysis

$ 97,712,000

Pre-Disaster Mitigation

$ 35,500,000

Flood Insurance Fund
Flood Mitigation
Of which not less than for
Severe Repetitive Loss
Repetitive Loss Claims
Flood Mitigation Assistance

$ 60,000,000
$10,000,000
$10,000,000
$40,000,000

Continued on page 8
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Washington Legislative Report……continued from page 7

FY 2013 Budget
The President will release his budget requests for FY 2013 in early February. That will kick-off the next round of
hearings in the House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees to examine and analyze the requests from each
federal department and agency.
Just before Thanksgiving, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) passed back its recommendations to the
various department and agencies based on their submissions to OMB and on other national and Administration
priorities. A final period of negotiations and discussions takes place before the numbers are finalized for release
as the President’s Budget.
At this point, no information about expected numbers for FY 2013 is available, but a further reduction in federal
domestic spending is expected.

To Watch For in the Second Session
Page 19 in the December issue of News & Views includes some discussion of expected or possible legislative
action in the next session. Those include flood insurance reform, Stafford Act and mitigation reform, Water
Resources Development Act, levee risk management and appropriations. Additionally, there will be activity
surrounding development of the next Farm Bill, including its conservation components.

All legislation referenced can be found by going to: http://thomas.loc.gov and typing in the bill number or subject.
US Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Testimony Follow-up - ASFPM Response
On October 18, 2011, the US Senate Environment and Public Works Committee held a hearing entitled “A Review
of the 2011 Floods and the Condition of the Nation’s Flood Control Systems”. ASFPM Executive Director, Larry
Larson, presented testimony at the hearing. For the written testimony, please click here. To access additional
information, including the archived webcast of the hearing and information on the participants, please click here.
On December 9, 2011, following the hearing, the US Senate Environment and Public Works Committee sent a
letter requesting responses to some follow-up questions. ASFPM’s response to these questions is available here.

General News & Information
Flooding Around the World
Brazil
In January of 2011, floods took at least 903 lives, primarily in Nova Friburgo and Teresópolis. 2012 did not begin
much better, as numerous people were evacuated and rendered homeless per a levee rupturing near Campos. In
the Região Serrana region, 5.25 inches of rain fell in 24 hours, over half the average expected rainfall for the entire
month of January. Warning sirens were activated as people left the area in danger of flash flooding and mudslides.
More information is available here.
Germany
Germany recently faced a different sort of water challenge, in drought, per a very dry November. On November 28,
after the Rhine River retreated to a 20-year low and exposed an unexploded 1.8-tonne WWII bomb in 40 cm of
water, the city of Koblenz was forced to evacuate 45,000 residents. Click here to read further.
Netherlands
In the first week of January, the Netherlands experienced high water levels, resulting in some evacuations in the
northern part of the country per the storm surge. Interested in reading more from an American’s perspective?
Consider checking out Jessica Ludy’s website on her recent experiences in the Netherlands.
Philippines
Typhoon Washi brought devastating floods, leaving numerous people homeless and a death toll that has
significantly surpassed 1000. President, Benigno Aquino, has pledged to help survivors rebuild their lives but
stated, “In return we expect you to refrain from moving back to those places that put your lives at constant risk.”
A recent outbreak of leptospirosis has complicated matters. Read more here.
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General News & Information……continued from page 8
The National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) lists the Billion Dollar U.S. Weather/Climate Disasters
Serving as the “Nation’s Scorekeeper” in addressing severe weather and climate events, the NCDC has
released a timeline detailing significant disasters and their estimated costs. Authors, Ross and Lott,
have also written a technical report, “A Climatology of 1980-2003 Extreme Weather and Climate
Events”, providing a climatology of some of the listed events and relating these to population/societal
trends and climate change.
A Financial Analysis of the U.S. National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
The Wharton Risk Center has completed an analysis of the entire NFIP portfolio from between 1978 and 2008. This
analysis has revealed that in some states, policyholders have paid as much as 15 times in premiums what they
have collected in claims; while in other states, policyholders have received 5 times more in insurance claims than
they paid in premiums over the same period. To read further, please see ‘Who’s paying and who’s benefiting most
from flood insurance under the NFIP’.
Ward County Moves Toward Moratorium on Permits in SFHA - January 2, 2012
Until more is understood regarding the necessary flood hazard mitigation steps to be made in the Souris River
valley, one community is moving towards a moratorium on building permits for new construction in Special Flood
Hazard Areas (SFHA). While this action is not final, the intent is to prevent people from potentially wasting their
money and creating more expense for the county. The Minot Daily News has more on this development.
Mississippi May Be Booted Out of Flood Insurance Program
Effective May 5, Mississippi will be dropped from the flood insurance program unless state law is changed. Under
current law, hunting and fishing camps are exempt from flood elevation requirements. However, FEMA requires all
structures located in certain flood prone areas to be elevated. The issue first emerged over the summer, when
spring rains flooded many hunting and fishing camps in the Mississippi Delta. For more, please read here.
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Tutorial
Looking for a basic tutorial on FIRMs?
Click THIS LINK to get started!

Return to Table of Contents
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General News & Information……continued from page 9
What are you reading?
ASFPM will soon begin pulling together a recommended Top Ten Reading List for Floodplain Managers, based
upon member discussion. Look for additional information on the ASFPM Facebook page and our LinkedIn.
2012 Brings Changes to The Insider and News & Views
As we launch into the new year, you may notice a shift in the ASFPM newsletters. News & Views will continue to
serve through broader education, outreach, and general news from around the nation and globe - seeking to help
serve as a bridge from the more accessible to the more technical elements of the floodplain management industry.
Beginning in February, please look for the ‘News from the States’ feature, in which we highlight important events
and perspectives from around the country. February will bring an Irene Retrospective. We will also begin
implementing a ‘Definition of Terms’ section in which ASFPM will explore more complicated terms and concepts in
the industry, specifically those that are frequently misunderstood. The Insider will continue to serve as a more
technical members-only benefit. In the spirit of learning from our cumulative successes and experiences, please
see the new ‘News from the Chapters’ for highlights. This month, we commend Nebraska Floodplain and
Stormwater Management Association (NeFSMA). See below for more on the recent NeFSMA efforts.
Coming soon:
Please check the ASFPM website for more information on these changes and how you can help contribute.
Contact Katrien, at katrien@floods.org, with questions and to receive our updated content submission guidelines.

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS - Nebraska Floodplain and Stormwater Management Association
Chapter Boards Demonstrate Commitment to Growing Associations
By Kait Laufenberg, CFM ASFPM Chapter & Training Coordinator
As we begin the 2012 New Year, I want to highlight an area where our chapter members and their boards have
actively helped their chapter to grow and succeed as sustainable nonprofits. Over the last year, numerous
chapters have assessed their nonprofit sustainability and committed their time and financial resources to evaluating
and growing their agencies. Even better, some chapters have looked to their membership and their boards to help
develop their member benefits, recruiting, and mission-related activities in order to offer richer experiences for their
membership.
One chapter in particular made the effort to commit publically, in writing, to making strategic changes to improve
their chapter. The Nebraska Floodplain and Stormwater Management Association (NeFSMA) detailed their
Association’s strategic initiatives and successes from the last two years in their Fourth Quarter 2011 newsletter.
Their success is notable and could have only been achieved through strong board member time and commitment
and support from their membership. I urge all our chapters to check out NeFSMA’s “Chair’s Column” from their
latest newsletter which details what the chapter did, and how they achieved their accomplishments. NeFSMA is by
no means the only chapter with notable successes this last year, many others have also made measurable
changes to make their chapter more sustainable and enrich their member benefits. I bring NeFSMA’s achievements
up specifically, because they’ve outlined their activities in such a way as to make them easily replicable for other
associations.
This past year many chapters (more than ever before) obtained tax-exempt status, insurance coverage and
became incorporated. These activities have a direct impact on the sustainability of an association—to be here
today and long into the future. Hiring professionals like attorneys, accountants, and insurance agents may seem
expensive, but they are the cost of doing business—that is if you want to stay in business. The days where
nonprofits operated largely below the IRS’ and government’s radar are over. Let’s face it; the vast majority of us are
not nonprofit management experts. We’re floodplain management professionals. As such, the responsible,
sustainable thing to do for our associations is to outsource these critical business activities to the applicable
professionals. Insurance and incorporation may not seem like much of a member benefit, but at the end of the
day—they are what not only protect the association, but potentially our assets and professional reputations as well.
These expenses also mean long-term savings and protection of your association’s financial resources that can be
better spent on member services and mission-related activities.
If you are a chapter board member, I encourage you to ask questions and push your association to consider
evaluating needs and implementing strategic changes and improvements. If you are an association member, I
encourage you to get involved with your association, attend board meetings, consider running for board office or
becoming a committee chair, and contact your board members about these issues to find out how your chapter
evaluates these processes and grows the association. The stronger the association becomes the greater good it
can do for you as a member, and for the profession.
For more information, visit NeFSMA’s website or contact Jesse Poore, NeFSMA’s past Chair.
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Chapter Corneri
Chapter Renewals
Happy New Year! A friendly reminder- 2012 Chapter Renewals were due December 31, 2011. If your
chapter has not yet renewed, please be sure to get your renewal paperwork and payment to
Kait@floods.org or fax: 608-274-0696 to avoid a lapse in your chapter benefits. You don’t want to
miss out on any of the good things happening in 2012! If you have questions, please contact Kait at
608-274-0123.

Build Your Resume: Associations Offer Members Professional Development Opportunities
By Kait Laufenberg, CFM ASFPM Chapter & Training Coordinator
One of the most valuable (and often overlooked) benefits from leadership-level engagement in a floodplain
management association is to provide member opportunities for professional development and offer mission–
related outreach and education. Membership in a floodplain management association not only provides you with a
voice in state and national flood policy, continuing education, and networking opportunities; it provides you with an
opportunity to develop leadership skills that may not be available in your current position. Serving in an association
leadership role provides you with a resume builder, in-depth knowledge of policy, and leadership skill development.
Where else can you get direct experience directing and shaping association policy, strategy, and focus? Your
participation has the ability to influence your chapter and ASFPM’s accomplishments. As they say, many hands
make light work.
While ASFPM has paid staff and most of our chapters do not, we could not accomplish what we do without the
commitment and labor of thousands of volunteers like you. Likewise, our chapters are able to accomplish
outstanding things through the activities, determination, and commitment of a small group of individuals who donate
their time and expertise to grow their association and member benefits. In this tough economic climate, having
committee, board, and volunteer experiences on your resume can make the difference between who gets hired and
who does not. If you haven’t already gotten involved with your chapter or ASFPM as a committee member,
committee chair or board member, I encourage you to make it a personal goal this year to get more involved. Your
participation can make a HUGE difference in the impact your association has on the profession and on policy.
Contact your Chapter or the ASFPM Executive Office if you have questions about how to get involved. ASFPM
elections are coming up, consider running (or nominating someone) in the upcoming election. You may be
surprised by how you can benefit, what you can learn, and how you can positively impact the profession.

Free Webinars for Nonprofits
January
 How to Captivate Your Constituents with Your Website 1/24/12 @ 10:30AM ET
 e-Strategy for Your Nonprofit 1/24/12 @ 11:00AM ET
 How to Master B2B Social Media Marketing 1/24/12 @ 1:00PM ET
 You Got the Grant, Now What? 1/24/12 @ 3:00PM ET
 Volunteer Capacity Building 1/24/12 @ 3:00PM ET
 Recruiting Volunteers 1/25/12 @ 1:00PM ET
 Nonprofit Boards: Effective Governance 1/25/12 @ 1:00PM ET
 Collaborating with Partners on Joint Grants: Dos & Don’ts 1/25/12 @ 3:00PM ET
 Managing Difficult Volunteer Transitions 1/31/12 @ 2:00PM ET
 Guide to Online Grant Seeker Resources 1/31/12 @ 2:00PM ET
February
 Before You Seek a Grant: Checklist for Nonprofits 2/7/12 @ 2:00PM ET
 Grantseeking Basics 2/9/12 @ 1:00PM ET
 Proposal Writing Basics 2/16/22 @ 1:00PM ET
 Proposal Budgeting Basics 2/21/22 @ 2:00PM ET
 Nonprofit Sustainability 2/22/12 @ 2:00PM ET
Continued on page 12
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Chapter Corner……continued from page 13

IRS 2012 Workshops for Small and Medium-Sized 501(c)(3) Workshops
Start off the new year right by planning to attend one of the IRS’ workshops for small and
mid-sized 501(c)(3) organizations. Each one-day workshop, presented by experienced
Exempt Organizations specialists, will explain what 501(c)(3) organizations must do to
keep their tax-exempt status and comply with tax obligations. This popular introductory
workshop is designed especially for administrators or volunteers who are responsible for an organization's tax
compliance as well as those interested in careers in the nonprofit sector. Registration is now open for workshops in
Montgomery, AL (January 24, 2012) and Mobile, Alabama (January 26, 2012) hosted by Auburn University.
Other workshops are scheduled for:
 Bloomington, IN (February 28) and Indianapolis, IN (February 29, 2012) hosted by the Indiana University Bloomington School of Public and Environmental Affairs and the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana
University
 South Orange, NJ (March 14, 2012) hosted by Seton Hall University
 Glassboro, NJ (March 15, 2012) hosted by Rowan University
 Lincoln, NE (May 22, 2012) and Kearney, NE (May 24, 2012) hosted by University of Nebraska - Lincoln Extended Education & Outreach/Department of Conferences & Professional Development
Registration information on other workshops will be available soon.
Check the IRS Calendar of Events for the latest information!

IRS Revised Publication 557 “Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization” Now Available
An updated edition of the popular IRS Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization is now available
on IRS.gov. Be sure to check out What's New and Reminder sections. Publication 557 provides an overview of the
rules and procedures that apply to organizations that seek recognition of exemption from federal income tax under
section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Award Nominations Sought for ASFPM 2012 Conference
ASFPM is currently accepting award nominations from Chapters and their members for consideration
and recognition at the 2012 Conference in San Antonio, TX, May 20-25, 2012. A full listing of the
ASFPM Awards with description of qualifying criteria can be found on the Awards Page of the
ASFPM website. We’re always looking for nominees from local government for the James Lee Witt
Local Award (awarded to exemplary local programs or projects) and the Larry R. Johnston Local
Floodplain Manager of the Year Award (recognizing exceptional local professionals). To nominate a
floodplain manager for consideration, please submit the Nomination Form online per instructions on
the form page. Award nominations are due via the online form no later than March 1, 2012.
Questions? Please contact Diane Brown, Communications and Outreach Manager at diane@floods.org.

The next all Chapters conference call is March 15, 2012, 1:00 p.m. Central Time.
All Chapter Board and Committee members are invited to participate.
Please contact Kait at kait@floods.org to submit agenda items & RSVP.
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Scholarships, Grants
Call for Applications - Summer Academy 2012
Deadline: January 31, 2012
United Nations University-Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNUEHS) and the Munich Re Foundation invite qualified PhD students to apply for the
2012 Summer Academy “From Social Vulnerability to Resilience: Measuring
Progress toward Disaster Risk Reduction”. Applicants should have an
interdisciplinary focus and work on research or dissertations related to measuring
social vulnerability and resilience in the context of disaster risk management.
The seventh Summer Academy will take place 1-7 July 2012 in Munich, Germany.
Click the link for more information, including the official Announcement and Application Form.
Restore America’s Estuaries (RAE)
th
Call for Proposals for 6 National Conference on Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration
Submittal Deadline: February 1, 2012
Healthy coastal and estuarine habitats are critical not only to the environment and the national economy, but to
regional and local economies, as well. Because human and natural systems are interdependent, restoration
strengthens and reinforces the social, economic, and environmental ties that bind communities together. Healthy
coastal ecosystems mean jobs, new and better economic opportunities, and the prosperity and stability important in
the troubling economic times and high unemployment rates our nation faces. For additional information, please see:
Conference Prospectus and Call for Proposals: Dedicated Sessions, Presentations, and Posters
RAE - Special Student Incentives
Students are encouraged to participate! All students taking part in the program will be entered into the student
poster or student presentation contests, for which cash prizes will be awarded. Please note that students qualify for
special discount rates. Limited numbers of scholarships will also be available for students with financial needs.
Funds for Environmental Programs in the Southeast and Northeast
Merck Family Fund: Sustaining Our Environment
Deadline: February 1, 2012
The goal of the Merck Family Fund’s Sustaining Our Environment program is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and to create policies for sustainable production practices. To meet this goal, the Fund provides grants to nonprofit
organizations that address one of the following three priority areas: Promoting Energy Efficiency, Conserving
Ecologically Valuable Land, and Making Paper Production Sustainable. To promote energy efficiency, the Fund
supports state and regional policies in the Northeast and Southeast that provide incentives and subsidies for
energy efficiency implementation. To conserve ecologically valuable land, the Fund provides grants for land
conservation projects in the Southeast. To make paper production sustainable, the Fund seeks to increase the
rates of recycled paper in large paper sectors, reduce sourcing from endangered forests, and maximize clean
production. Letters of inquiry may be submitted throughout the year. The upcoming deadline for invited proposals is
February 1, 2012. Visit the Fund’s website to learn more about the Sustaining Our Environment program.
Dissertation Fellowships in Hazards, Risk, and Disasters
National PERISHIP Awards
Deadline: February 1, 2012
Despite recent changes at the Public Entity Risk Institute, the PERISHIP Dissertation Fellowship Program is alive
and well, and accepting applications. The fellowships support work in natural and human-made hazards, risk, and
disasters in all disciplines. Up to six grants will be awarded in 2012 to support doctoral student dissertation work.
Grants can be used for data collection, travel, software purchase, data entry assistance, statistical analysis
services, or similar purposes. Eligible candidates must be “all but dissertation” and have an approved dissertation
proposal at a U.S. educational institution by the application deadline. Non-U.S. citizens may apply if their degree
will be granted by a U.S. institution. For more information and application instructions, visit the PERISHIP Web site.
Project Grants for Habitat Restoration in the Great Lakes
Department of Commerce
Deadline is February 16, 2012
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Great Lakes Habitat Restoration Program provides support
for activities designed to restore Great Lakes coastal habitats. Proposed activities should support the Great Lakes
Regional Collaboration Strategy and have strong on-the-ground habitat restoration components that provide social
and economic benefits for people and their communities in addition to long-term ecological habitat improvements.
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Continuing Education Opportunity!
ADVANCED FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT CONCEPTS III course (E284)
Seats are still available for FEMA’s E284 course March 5th - 8th, 2012 at the beautiful Emergency Management Institute’s (EMI) Emmitsburg, MD campus. This course is pre-approved
for 12 Core Continuing Education Credits (CECs) for CFMs. If you are a state or local government employee you may attend the training for FREE with all expenses covered except
meals (meal tickets are approximately $100 for the week). Travel cost reimbursement for state
and local government employees is detailed in the Welcome Package (pages 21 – 25). Please
share this opportunity with others who may have an interest in attending the course.
To register for this course please complete the EMI application (Form 119-25-1) found at: http://training.fema.gov/Apply/.
Please apply early as seating is limited. For more information, go to http://www.training.fema.gov/EMI or contact the EMI Admissions Office at 301-447-1035.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The advanced courses are very interactive and provide an opportunity to share your hard earned knowledge and benefit from
the experience of your peers. The course covers the following five topics:
1.
Floodway Standards (1 day). - Participants will explore the floodway concept and purpose along with higher floodway
standards. Regulatory requirements and methodologies to comply with no-rise certification requirements will be reviewed and the various map change options for floodway modifications will be discussed.
2.
Disconnects between NFIP Regulations and Insurance (1 day). – Students will become familiar with the basic rating
elements, the effect of differences between Lowest Floor Elevation and Base Flood Elevation (LFE/BFE) in addition to
compliance and rating elements for enclosures. They will also investigate rating differences in A-Zones without BFEs,
the benefits and implications of dry flood-proofing and other compliance factors affecting insurance rates. Finally, we will
identify resources for outreach and updates.
3.
Common Noncompliance Issues (½ day). – The most common floodplain management
compliance issues will be discussed along with effective messages, administration and
enforcement measures to gain compliance. We will also look at ways to eliminate noncompliance and identify resources that the local Floodplain Manager (FPM) can use to
help resolve existing violations of their floodplain ordinances.
4.
Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) (½ day). – Participants will examine the
purpose of floodplain mapping and discuss coordination of the mapping process. Identify
how to gain public and political support for floodplain mapping. Students will have the opportunity to experience hands
on use of DFIRMs and backup data in the computer lab and investigate map change processes along with the impact,
and cost consequences.
5.
Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage (1 day). - Substantial Improvement and Substantial Damage (SI/SD)
regulations under the NFIP will be reviewed. SI/SD roles and responsibilities will be discussed along with how to administer SI/SD in participating communities. The significance of making SI/SD determinations will be examined and resources for SI/SD and mitigation assistance will be identified.
SELECTION CRITERIA
Participants must be CFM’s or have 2 years of full-time floodplain management experience.

FEMA's Emergency Management Institute (EMI) offers a diverse selection of more than 400 floodplain and emergency management
courses available to Local, State, Tribal floodplain and emergency
managers, Federal partners, volunteer organizations and first responders from across the country.
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iJob Corneri
FEMA - EMI Mitigation Branch
Training Specialist - Application Deadline: January 25, 2012
Kleinfelder
National Segment Manager - Levees - Application Deadline: January 25, 2012
National Segment Manager - Levees - Application Deadline: February 29, 2012
For more information and the most up-to-date job listings, please visit the online ASFPM Job Corner.

iFloodplain Management Training Calendar i
For a full nationwide listing of Chapter, State, and Partner training opportunities, please take a moment to
visit the ASFPM Online Calendar.
Are you looking for training opportunities to earn CECs for your CFM? If so, be sure to check out our web calendar,
which already has LOTS of training opportunities listed for 2012! You can search the calendar by state using the
directions below. Or you can use the category drop down menu to search by category.
Go to the calendar and click on the search feature icon at the top of the calendar. Type your state’s initials in parenthesis (for example “(WI)”) into the search field and it will pull all the events (training, conferences, etc.) that are currently listed on the calendar for your state. What a great way to find upcoming
training for CECs! The only events without a state listed in the event title are EMI courses which are all
held in Emmitsburg, MD.

Upcoming ASFPM Events – Mark your Calendar!





May 20-25, 2012 – ASFPM 36th Annual National Conference – San Antonio, TX
June 9-14, 2013 – ASFPM 37th Annual National Conference – Hartford, CT
June 1-6, 2014 – ASFPM 38th Annual National Conference – Seattle, WA
May 31 – June 5, 2015 – ASFPM 39th Annual National Conference – Atlanta, GA

Return to Table of Contents
Copyright ©2012 ASFPM.
Information and opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Board of Directors.
Reproduction, with credit, permitted for individual ASFPM-authored articles. Please contact katrien@floods.org
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