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An exclusive publication for ASFPM members  

-- May 2015 

 

Q & A with Randy Behm  
ASFPM organized a Question & Answer with 

Randall Behm, PE, CFM, and Chair of the National 

Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee 

with the United States Army Corps of Engineers for 

the Omaha District. 

 

Q: How about we start with your background. Where did you go to 

college, and what is your degree in? 

A: I graduated in May 1985 from the University of Nebraska (Omaha 

and Lincoln) with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. 

Q: Did you go into college knowing you wanted to be an engineer, or 

did something happen that moved you in that direction? 

A: When I was 10 years 

old, my grandfather and I 

hiked along a portion of 

the Missouri River in 

western Iowa and he told 

me stories of how he had 

worked for the Corps of 

Engineers as a young man 

during the early 1900s, 

assisting in the construc-

tion of willow mats and 

timber structures for use as stream bank protection along the Missouri 

River. From that point forward, I always had an interest in becoming an 

engineer and being involved with river engineering and floodplain man-

agement. 
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Q: How long have you been with the USACE? Always in the Omaha 

District? 

A: I started with USACE in June 1985, right after college graduation. 

While I have always been located in the Omaha District, my interests 

in flood risk management and nonstructural flood proofing have ena-

bled me to become involved in and support a variety of studies and 

projects from across the country. The NFPC committee has provided 

me numerous opportunities to observe flood risk across the country 

and participate in activities leading to a reduction in those risks. 

 

Q: Have you been the chair of the National Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee since it was founded in 

1985? 

A: The Charter for the National Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee was established during 1985 with the 

objective of supporting HQUSACE by providing leadership in the development and use of nonstructural flood risk 

adaptive measures by providing support for all USACE floodplain and flood risk management activities. I came 

onto NFPC during 2001 as an advisor and worked my way into a member role and then the executive secretary 

position, prior to assuming the duties of the chair during 2011. The current committee has had the benefit of pre-

vious members who were influential in establishing the first committee and laying the foundation for the non-

structural and floodplain management activities, which we still advocate today. 

Q: When did you become a Certified Floodplain Manager? Was it required or was it something you felt you 

needed? 

A: I became a CFM during January 2003. After becoming chief of the Flood Risk and Floodplain Management Sec-

tion in Omaha during 2001, I heard about the CFM® program and felt that my entire office should consider certifi-

cation under this program, as the program was very relevant to the work we were conducting within the Omaha 

District. I requested the exam be proctored in Omaha, and with that exam our group became the first CFMs certi-

fied in the state of Nebraska. Certification through the CFM program is an exceptional way to illustrate one's un-

derstanding of the basic principles of floodplain management and to establish a network of people and resources 

dedicated to these same principles. 

 

Elevation of a residential structure in Tehama, Cal-
ifornia. Photo courtesy of Randy Behm. 

An elevated fire station in Natomas, CalƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ¦{!/9 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ .ŜƘƳ όǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻύ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
great example of a nonstructural flood proofing project. 
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Q: Can you discuss briefly some of the nonstructural flood proofing measures communities can take? 

A: There are a large number of physical and nonphysical nonstructural measures which may be considered by 

communities for reducing their overall flood risk. The physical measures are directed toward specific structures 

(residential, commercial, industrial, public) which are exposed to flood risk. These physical measures, when ap-

plied correctly, allow the structure to adapt to the natural characteristics of the floodplain so that there may be a 

reduction in future flood damages. Several of the typical physical nonstructural flood proofing techniques are ac-

quisition, relocation, elevation (on piers, columns, post, fill), dry flood proofing, wet flood proofing, and basement 

removal with utility addition. Nonphysical nonstructural measures include floodplain mapping, flood warning sys-

tems, emergency action plans, land use regulations, evacuation plans, risk communication and flood insurance. 

While these nonphysical measures do not result in a reduction in flood damages to a structure, they may provide 

knowledge and critical time to the inhabitants of at-risk structures to implement precautionary measures (move 

valuables, evacuate) to limit damages and to prevent loss of life. 

Q: Can you give an example of a community (or two) that moved from say, a levee control, to a more nonstruc-

tural approach? Have they been put to the test yet---like held back flood waters after a hard or sustained rain 

event? 

A: There are pockets of successful nonstructural mitigation located all across the US, with more occurring every 

day. Many communities that have opted for nonstructural mitigation over structural measures are doing so 

through USACE programs, FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant programs, Housing and Urban Development programs, 

through personal desires, or through other state and federal programs. Examples of successful nonstructural flood 

risk adaptive measures occur in Tehama, CA; Darlington, WI; Roseville, CA; Pierre, SD; New Orleans, LA; Boulder, 

CO; the Tug Fork Valley of Kentucky and West Virginia; as well as the area recovering from Hurricane Sandy. While 

the level to which many of these projects have been tested varies, the important thing to remember is that suc-

cessful efforts are taking place to reduce an individual's or community's exposure to flood risk.  

In a screenshot from this video, Bev Anderson shows how downtown Darlington, Wisconsin, essentially rose two feet in its 
flood mitigation effort. ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ¦{!/9 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ .ŜƘƳ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ a nonstructural flood proof-
ing project. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0WNoeDTmUM
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vΥ [ŀǊǊȅ [ŀǊǎƻƴΣ !{CtaΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŜƳŜǊƛǘǳǎΣ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ нлммΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Missouri, where the levee kept getting washed out. So you suggested to the property owners that they set 

aside land so that the levee could be built farther back from the river. Can you talk a bit about that? 

A: Over the past 30 years I have seen significant flooding firsthand. While I believe that we should utilize all non-

structural and structural tools available to reduce flood risk, it has become an opinion of mine that, in some in-

stances, we continue to encounter "trouble spots" along some levee systems, where time and again segments of 

these levees are significantly damaged during a flood, repaired, and then damaged again during the next flood. In 

essence, we as a nation are promoting repetitive loss infrastructure, where we continue to do the same thing af-

ter each flood event, hoping that we will see different results in the future. During and after the Missouri River 

flood of 2011, I had the opportunity, the available resources, and the interest of other engineers to assess several 

areas of repetitive damages downstream from Omaha. Our assessment indicated that if specific segments of dam-

aged levees could be setback from the river instead of being rebuilt in-place, the result would be lower flood 

stages, lower velocities, and a more resilient and sustainable levee system. Additionally, the lower flood stages 

could result in more benefit by allowing the water trapped by interior drainage to flow back into the river sooner. 

What was also significant about this assessment is the fact that numerous property owners were supportive of 

doing something different. They had seen some of these levees compromised in the past, and were more than 

ready to try something different. Approximately seven miles of federal levees were setback from the Missouri 

River after the 2011 flood event. High flows during subsequent years have supported our rationale for the levee 

setbacks, as the stages have been lower, the velocities have been lower, and the overall system appears to be 

more resilient to flooding. 

Q: What are some Corps programs communities can take advantage of to implement nonstructural flood proof-

ing measures before a disaster hits, and after a disaster hits. 

A: USACE has an assortment of programs that can provide planning assistance or project implementation for man-

aging flood risk. USACEΩǎ National Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee website, provides program details un-

der "Planning Programs Factsheets." Several of the programs identified have the functionality of providing 

planning assistance only, without authorization to lead to implementation of nonstructural measures. Others have 

the functionality of implementing nonstructural and/or structural measures, which have been determined to be 

economically feasible through a detailed plan formulation process. Most programs have cost-share requirements 

for the plan formulation phase, as well as the implementation phase. An additional benefit to utilizing these pro-

grams is that they may be initiated pre-flood or post-flood and arenΩt dependent upon a declared disaster. 

Q: A lot of people aren't aware of the ASFPM/FM Global/Corps testing and certification program. Can you ex-

plain a bit about the program and how communities could be using the testing program (or at least the results)? 

A: The desire to prevent flood damages from occurring to buildings and facilities requires products that are suita-

ble and reliable for use during a flood. ASFPM, in partnership with FM Approvals and the US Army Corps of Engi-

ƴŜŜǊǎΩ bCt/, have initiated implementation of a national program of testing and certifying temporary flood 

barrier products used for flood proofing and flood fighting. This program currently tests barrier products for tem-

porary flood barriers and closure devices. While the purpose of the program is to provide an unbiased process of 

evaluating flood barrier products, a program objective is to raise awareness of products that have achieved certifi-

cation so that local, state and federal officials may consider these products when developing emergency action 

plans. Evaluation is accomplished by standardized testing of the products against water related and material 

forces in a laboratory setting and periodic inspection of the manufacturing process for product consistency. Upon 

products meeting the consistency of manufacturing criteria and meeting the established standards for the mate-

rial and water testing, certification becomes available to the product. Since the testing is conducted in a con-

trolled laboratory setting, not all natural forces and potential impacts can be tested. Product certification reflects, 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/nfpc.aspx
http://nationalfloodbarrier.org/
http://nationalfloodbarrier.org/
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in terms of flood proofing, the suitability and performance of the product based on the product deployment, the 

durability and reliability of the product, as well as thŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ όCa !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭǎύ ŀƴŘ 

Alan Lulloff (ASFPM) have provided exemplary leadership on the advancement of this program. This website pro-

vides additional information of the national testing and certification program, and a list of certified products. 

Q: Larry also said you, or the Corps in general, can offer "technical assistance" for small communities that don't 

have a lot of money, or have small staff, no floodplain maps, etc. So what kinds of "technical assistance" is 

there, and how do communities go about applying? 

A: There are several excellent USACE programs that have been established to provide technical assistance to com-

munities, such as the Flood Plain Management Services Program, Planning Assistance to States Program, and the 

Silver Jackets Program. All three programs address flood risk, but may have subtle differences from one program 

to another. It would be my recommendation that rather than a community identifying which program should be 

considered for their particular conditions, that the community contact its USACE district through this website in 

order for the appropriate district personnel to determine which program meets the community's needs. 

Q: Is there anything I did not ask that you'd really like our members to know about? 

A: Flood risk is a significant threat to too many communities across the United States. The risks exist for coastal 

areas and riverine areas alike. At a cost of approximately $10 billion annually in flood damages, this natural hazard 

affects almost all of us directly or indirectly. We must continue to identify flood risk, communicate flood risk, and 

leverage resources and tools to mitigate flood risk. Flood risk management truly is a shared responsibility and the 

current limitations to funding and resources requires each of us to be more collaborative in our partnerships and 

innovative in our efforts to eliminate flood risk. 

 

Randy Behm όŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ !{CtaΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άbƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ CƭƻƻŘ wƛǎƪ !ŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ CƭƻƻŘ 5ŀƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ у ŀΦƳΦ-noon 
June 5. Click here for details. 

Relocation of a residential structure in Pierre, South Dakota. Picture courtesy of Randy Behm. 

http://nationalfloodbarrier.org/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Locations.aspx
http://www.asfpmconference.org/index.php/friday-june-5
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Floodplain  Management  Training  Calendar   

For a full nationwide listing of floodplain management-related training opportunities, visit ASFPM Online Event 
Calendar. Looking for training opportunities to earn CECs for your CFM? Check out our event calendar with LOTS 
of training opportunities listed for 2015! Search the calendar by state using the directions below, or use the cate-
gory drop down menu to search by event category. Go to the calendar and click on the search feature icon at the 
ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ ¢ȅǇŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ό²Lύύ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳƭƭ 
all the events that are currently listed on the calendar for your state. The only events without a state listed in the 
event title are EMI courses, which are listed with their FEMA course number and are all held in Emmitsburg, MD. 

 
The National Research Council's Water Science and Technology Board recently released 

the " Review of the Everglades Aquifer Storage and Recovery Regional Study."  
 

The report reviews an 11-year regional study carried out by the US Army Corps 

of Engineers and the South Florida Water Management District to assess the re-

gional effects of large-scale aquifer storage and recovery in the Everglades. The 

report finds that despite uncertainties about the ecological impacts of large-

scale implementation of aquifer storage and recovery in the Everglades, it could 

be phased in to answer several scientific questions and provide some restora-

tion benefits. 

The full report is now available for free PDF download, along with a report in 

brief (two-page lay summary). 

 

ASFPM needs your  items for the Silent Auction  at our 
National Conference  in Atlanta  

 
Silent and live auction fundraisers are held annually at ASFPM national conferences. Each 
year attendees have the opportunity to bid on valuable goods and services donated by local 

businesses, ASFPM chapters, corporate sponsors, and individuals. All proceeds from the 
auctions go to the ASFPM Foundation, created in 1997, to support research and education 

that promote wise and sustainable floodplain management. 
 

When, where and how you can bid and buy?  
The next auctions will be held June 1-3 at our national conference in Atlanta. 
How to make your tax -deductible donation?  
Provide the following information to Luci Sherwood, our silent auction coordinator : 

¶ Description of item (and number of each unit donated if applicable), 

¶ Fair market value (minimum value $25 and include any shipping costs separately), 

¶ Company or affiliation, 

¶ Your phone, email, and address, 

¶ When and how the item will available for table placement, 

¶ Name and address for acknowledgement letter if applicable. 
Shipping and delivery information is here. 
Here are a few of the 2015 auction donations to date: One week timeshare in Sedona, Arizona; 
wine, cheese, and cracker baskets; Jewelry; State-themed gift baskets; Gourmet chocolates; Four 
Atlanta Braves tickets for June 5; Restaurant gift cards nears the Hyatt Regency. 

http://www.floods.org/n-calendar/calendar.asp
http://www.floods.org/n-calendar/calendar.asp
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/21724/review-of-the-everglades-aquifer-storage-and-recovery-regional-study?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nap%2Fnew+%28New+from+the+National+Academies+Press%29
http://www.nap.edu/html/21724/everglades-aquifer-report-brief.pdf
http://www.nap.edu/html/21724/everglades-aquifer-report-brief.pdf
mailto:dasherwood@q.com
http://www.asfpmfoundation.org/fundraising/silent-live-auctions
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Insurance on My Mind  

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ άMit igation on My Mind,έ ǘƘŜ офth annual ASFPM national con-

ference will be held in Atlanta May 31-June 5 at the Hyatt Regency in downtown Atlanta. Since the mitigation mel-

ody is risk reduction, that tune harmonizes well with insurance and reducing the rate; and combined, that makes 

for a sweet song property owners love to hear.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǳƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

from 1-3:30 p.m. June 1. While we will review the year and receive updates on CRS, the FloodSmart campaign and 

the National Flood Determination Association, a major discussion will be around the recent and upcoming 

changes to the NFIP flood insurance program. FEMA Risk Insurance Division Underwriting Branch Chief Jhun de la 

Cruz will provide the update and participate in a question and answer period. The planned agenda and the 2014-

мр ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ webpage for you to review and download. 

Another session the Insurance Committee is hosting is an early bird session Wednesday morning from 7-8:15 a.m. 

on Increased Cost of Compliance. While ICC has been effective at increasing mitigation, it is not being utilized to 

its fullest potential. The 2004 legislation promoting ICC as a match for HMGP grant recipients has not been widely 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

bird session, we will share current challenges, explore ways to improve the ICC process, and brainstorm other 

ways ICC can be expanded to further mitigation. Ideas discussed in this session may lead to a paper from the 

ASFPM Insurance Committee that could be used as a guide for ICC improvements. So, if you plan to be at the con-

ference on Wednesday the 3rd, grab a cup of Joe in the Exhibits Hall and head on down! 

Finally, you will notice on our committee webpage, we have cleaned out a lot of the older documents and also 

created a section just for reform-related material links. We have heard many complaints about the difficulty of 

ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ C9a!Ωǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇƛπ

cal ones and placed the links there. WŜΩƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻƻΦ 

{ƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ǇŀǊπ

aphrase Ray Charles: 

No peace, no peace I find 

Just this old, sweet Mitigation song 

Keeps Insurance on my mind. 

 

See you in Atlanta! 

 

--Your Humble Insurance Committee Co-chairs 

Bruce Bender and John Gerber and Liaison Gary Heinrichs 
 

This column is produced by the ASFPM Insurance Committee. Send questions about flood insurance issues to 
 InsuranceCorner@floods.org ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ άLƴǎƛŘŜǊέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

 
 

Flood Insurance Committee Corner  

http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=246&firstlevelmenuID=183&siteID=1
http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=246&firstlevelmenuID=183&siteID=1
mailto:InsuranceCorner@floods.org


The Insider May 2015 8 

Deputy Director Report ɀ Ingrid D. Danler  

 
Well, as Mƛǎǎ {ŎŀǊƭŜǘ hΩIŀǊŀ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ϸолл ŀƴŘ L Ǝƻǘǘŀ Ǝƻ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴΦέ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿŀǊŘǊƻōŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ aƛǎǎ {ŎŀǊƭŜǘΩǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ǿŜ Řƻ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ŦƻǊ !{CtaΩǎ офth national conference, the largest 
gathering of flood risk management professionals in the nation. As has become our 
tradition, and in continued salute to David Letterman, here is my Top 10 List with 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Mitigation on My Mind conference: 
 
No. 10. The Eastern Continental Divide that separates the Gulf of Mexico water-
shed from the Atlantic Ocean watershed runs smack through Atlantaτa floodplain 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŎƛǘȅΤ 
  
bƻΦ фΦ CƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ά²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ 5ŜŀŘέ ŦŀƴǎΣ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛnally named Terminus, but 
we do promise sanctuary, for real. 
  
No. 8. Do not under any circumstance tie a giraffe to a street post in Atlanta. It may seem like a good idea after 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜƭȅ ŀǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ Ȋƻƻ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ Lƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
no law against tying a CFM whose let his certification lapse;  
 
No. 7. We give CECs for rafting and kayaking ς who else does that? 
 
bƻΦ сΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣέ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜan, according to Urban Diction-
aryΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǳƳōΣ ōǳǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΩ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦέ 
 
bƻΦ рΦ ¢ƘŜ Iȅŀǘǘ ƛǎ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōǊǳǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎΧƻŦǘŜƴΤ  
 
No. 4. !ƭǇƘŀōŜǘ ǎƻǳǇ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘΥ [ha!Σ .C9Σ /CaΣ 9/Σ bCttwΣ bCC!Σ C9a!ΧΤ 
 
No. 3. Two words: swag bags. Your kids will thank you; 
 
bƻΦ нΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ /Ca ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ά/ŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέΤ 
 
And the No. 1 reason for attending the Mitigation on my Mind conference in Atlanta? Reconnecting with people 
who know you, love you, and want to do business and share the best ideas and practices in the country ς until 
midnight, every night, in every available lobby! 
 
See you in Atlanta! 
 

Best, 

 
 

http://www.asfpmconference.org/
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WhÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉng around the world ? 

A collection of the most viewed stories on our Facebook page 

Louisiana ɂThe retired systems analyst with Boeing sounds like he could get a side gig as 

a floodplain manager. Read what this New Orleans resident had to say about flood risk, and oh 

so much more in this opinion piece. And take a look at his home, pictured right. He marked his 

ƘƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ƙǳƭƭ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ YŀǘǊƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƭƻƻŘΦ 

Photo by: Jed Horne. 
 

South Louisiana business leaders agree legislation passed last year to curb skyrocketing federal flood insurance 

rate hikes has reeled the region back from the edge of economic calamity. But they say the fight is far from over. 

Read the article, άс ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΥ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊō ǊŀǘŜ ƘƛƪŜǎΣέ from 

NOLA.com. 

New YorkɂSince 2012, when Hurricane Sandy brought catastrophic flooding to this Staten Island neighbor-

hood, Oakwood Beach, 99 percent of its residents have sold their homes to the state 

of New York. The land is to be permanently cleared, then returned to nature to be-

come a blue-green buffer zone protecting inland communities. Read, ά{Ŝŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ wƛǎŜ 

tƻǎŜǎ IŀǊŘ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ǿƻ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎΥ wŜōǳƛƭŘ ƻǊ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΚέ Since Hurricane 

Sandy in 2012 (left), NY is letting some coastal neighborhoods go back to nature. 

Photo by: Andrew Burton/Getty Images. 

 

Laura Sager, executive director of the Soil and Water Conservation District in Columbia County, New York, spends 

an increasing amount of time on a topic that many people consider mundane: culverts. Read this Climate.gov arti-

cle, ά9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ wŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ /ŀƴ tƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘ {ƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ /ǳƭǾŜǊǘǎΦέ 

 

Australia ɂAustralia says after mopping up after another severe storm, 

it's time to start rethinking land use policies. Read The Sydney Morning Herald 

article here. The photo (right) was taken by Peter Stoop. 
 

Kentucky ɂSeveral Louisville homeowners to file a lawsuit against the Metropolitan Sewer District because 

they said they were unaware of a Metro Louisville flood ordinance that will force them to 

move from their home. According to MSD officials, the ordinance states if damages from 

flooding over a 10 year period cost more than 50 percent of the value of the home or 

business, a permit to rebuild will not be issued. Read article here. 

 

Pretty much anywhere ɂVertical Datums? Who Cares? We ALL Should! From an Intermap 

blog post titled, ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŀǘǳƳǎΚέ 

 

Great SHORT video on tidal flooding and sea level rise due to the impacts of climate 

change. Put out by Union of Concerned Scientists in November 2014.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/ASFPM
http://thelensnola.org/2015/04/17/sitting-ducks-fema-elevation-standards-leave-us-vulnerable-to-the-next-big-flood/
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2015/05/ways_to_fix_flood_insurance.html
https://www.takepart.com/feature/2015/04/24/new-york-sea-level-rise-sandy-ocean-flooding-rebuild-or-retreat
https://www.takepart.com/feature/2015/04/24/new-york-sea-level-rise-sandy-ocean-flooding-rebuild-or-retreat
http://www.climate.gov/news-features/climate-case-studies/extreme-rainfall-analyses-can-point-right-size-culverts
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/storm-mop-up-shows-we-need-to-rethink-land-use-20150427-1mtyv1.html
http://www.wave3.com/story/28912233/homeowners-plan-to-file-lawsuit-against-msd
http://www.intermap.com/risks-of-hazard-blog/2015/04/whats-up-with-vertical-datums
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=80&v=G-fZnlR_IJ0
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By Rebecca Quinn, CFM 

Nearly 30 states, the District of Columbia, and all US territories adopt building codes at the state level and man-

date local enforcement. Thousands of communities in other states voluntarily adopt building codes. FEMA esti-

mates nearly 70 percent of communities in the NFIP enforce building codŜǎ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мрΣплл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ 

more than 22,000 participating communities). Almost without exception, codes that govern the design and con-

struction of buildings are based on the International Codes® (I-Codes). FEMA deems the flood provisions of the 

2015, 2012, and 2009 editions of the I-Codes meet or exceed the minimum requirements of the NFIP for buildings 

and structures (see related story on p. 12). 

 

In many communities the floodplain administrator is also the building official, but in many others, the two posi-

tions are held by different people, sometimes in different departments. I-Codes have included flood provisions for 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ C9a! 

Ŏŀƭƭǎ άŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ bCLt ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 

detail in Chapter 2 of the latest edition of Reducing Flood Losses Through the International Codes: Coordinating 

Building Codes and Floodplain Management Regulations and summarized at the end of this column.  

 

The description of the importance of this coordination is prefaced with what is, in my opinion, an understate-

ƳŜƴǘΥ ά!ǎ ŀ ǊǳƭŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΦέ ¢ǿƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ 

are given: wording differences may be interpreted to be meaningful and there are differences in requirements. 

The I-Codes have several provisions that exceed the NFIP minimums and many that are more detailed than NFIP 

regulations. Importantly, Chapter 3 of Reducing Flood Losses lays out the differences in considerable detail. 

 

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ άŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳōƭƛcation: liability. I under-

stand each state may have differences in how professional responsibility is set forth in statute or regulation, and 

every state probably has case law bearing on liability for enforcement of building codes and local regulations. But 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭŀȅ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ  

 

LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛπ

ǎƛƻƴǎ όǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊΣ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōƻŀǘΗύΦ aȅ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀπ

tions to build in flood hazard areas the way they always have ς applying locally adopted regulations. Of course, 

unless an owner has a knowledgeable design engineer or architect, that could mean somŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ 

with the building code. By itself, that might expose the building official ς or the community ς to some liability. 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ά{ƘƻǊŜǾƛƭƭŜΣέ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 

meet the NFIP minimum elevation requirements (i.e., no freeboard). Shoreville is also required to enforce the 

state building codes.  

 

Not long agƻ {ƘƻǊŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƭƻƻŘ ƘŀȊπ

ard area and all were constructed with the lowest floors at the BFE. Unfortunately, the code that governs build-

ings other than 1- and 2-family dwellings (i.e., the International Building Code) refers to ASCE 24 for elevation 

requirements. And those elevations are higher ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/96634
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/96634
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ !{/9 нпΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛrement is BFE plus 1 

foot (and even more freeboard depending on the importance of the building). FEMA posts Highlights of ASCE 24 

(in the 2005 and 2014 editions) on the Building Code Resources webpage. 

 

So, Shoreville has differences between two regulatory instruments and, as illustrated in C9a!Ωǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳπ

paring NFIP and I-Codes, some of those differences are meaningful. Thus, designers, buildings and owners who 

meet local flood rules by placing the lowest floor of a commercial building at the BFE violate the building code. In 

my opinion, the building official shares some responsibility.  

 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {hore-

ǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ 

ȊƻƴŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜΦ hƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŜΩŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜ 

requirements. Neither is sǘƛƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

licensing board. 

 

! ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǳǇǎŜǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ .C9 Ǉƭǳǎ м ŦƻƻǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ 

after all, costs at least marginally more than building at the BFE? My guess is the owners of the buildings in Shore-

ville raised the issue because they were just as concerned (if not more so) with not qualifying for lower flood in-

ǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ άǇƭǳǎ ƻƴŜ Ŧƻƻǘέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻt complying with the code. 

 

The lessons? Clearly one lesson is local officials should pay atten-

tion to the specifics of their requirements. But the bigger takea-

way is simple. I encourage NFIP state coordinators to read 

Reducing Flood Losses, look at their state model ordinances, and 

work through the Chapter 4 questions related to coordinating I-

Codes and floodplain management regulations. Local officials can 

Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ Ŝƴπ

forcement of building codes. As more communities start paying attention to the benefits of relying on the flood 

provisions in building codes, there will likely be a growing demand for code-coordinated model ordinances ς 

C9a!Ωǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ Lƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Clorida State Floodplain Management 

Office, I helped develop such a model in 2013Φ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ псу bCLt ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛǘ 

and the rest are expected to do so in the next two years. 

 

See Chapter 2 of Reducing Flood Losses to read the advantages of relying on building codes to govern the design 

and construction of buildings in SFHAs, among them: 

¶ Fewer conflicts (or no conflicts) between two sets of regulations ς eliminating burdens on owners, engi-
neers, architects, builders, and local officials who no longer need to identify and resolved differences; 

¶ All hazard-related building requirements are in one place, making it easier on designers; 

¶ Improved construction quality; 

¶ /ƻŘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ άƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ bCLt; 

¶ Strengthened enforcement, because enforcement procedures and authority are established in building 
codes; 

¶ Effective, routine inspections, because building departments conduct multiple inspections at different 
times during construction; and 

¶ Improved compliance with requirements for existing buildings. 
 

Submit your own items or suggestions for future topics to column editor Rebecca Quinn, CFM, at 
 rcquinn@earthlink.net. Comments welcomed! 

Model Code-Coordinated Ordinances. Reducing 
Flood Losses links to three versions of a code-coor-
dinated model ordinance prepared by FEMA.   
 
Before adopting ordinances based on these mod-
els, States Coordinators should ask for FEMA assis-
tance, and communities should ask for state 
assistance.   

https://www.fema.gov/building-code-resources
http://www.floridadisaster.org/Mitigation/SFMP/lobc_resources.htm
mailto:rcquinn@earthlink.net
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2015 I-Codes Increase Protection of Buildings in Flood Hazard Areas  

By John Ingargiola, Senior Engineer, FEMA Building Science Branch 

 

Since the International Code Council released the 2015 International Codes (I-Codes) in December 2014, some 

jurisdictions have already adopted the full suite of codes, and others have started the adoption process. While the 

number of early adopters is still small, many more will follow suit in the coming months. Floodplain managers 

should learn how the flood provisions have changed in the latest I-Codes.  

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Reducing Flood Losses Through 

the International Codes: Coordination Building Codes and Floodplain Management Regulations (see related story 

on p. 10). 

While many changes to the flood provisions were approved for the 2015 I-Codes, the following are the most sig-

nificant that increase protection of buildings: 

¶ Freeboard. In all flood zones, one- and two- family dwellings and townhomes must have the applicable 

reference point at or above the Base Flood Elevation plus 1 foot.  

¶ Critical facilities. Buildings classified as Flood Design Class 4 (essentially Risk Category IV) must be elevated 

or protected to the higher of the 500-year flood elevation or the BFE plus freeboard specified in ASCE 24.  

¶ Coastal A Zone. If a Limit of Moderate Wave Action is delineated or a community designates a Coastal A 

Zone, then the CAZ is subject to the requirements for coastal high hazard areas (Zone V), with the excep-

tion that filled perimeter wall foundations (stemwalls) are allowed if designed for wave load and scour. 

As with the 2009 and 2012 I-Codes, FEMA deems the 2015 I-Codes meet or exceed the minimum NFIP require-

ments for buildings and structures. To help floodplain managers, building code officials and design professionals, 

FEMA Building Science developed several resources available for download on the Building Code Resource 

webpage: 

¶ Flood Resistant Provisions of the International Codes. A compilation of flood resistant provisions of the 

2015 I-Codes (IBC, IRC, IEBC, IMC, IPC, IFGC, IPSDC, IFC) 

¶ 2015 I-Codes: Summary of Changes to Flood Provisions (between the 2012 and 2015 editions) from the 

2012 I-Codes to the 2015 I-Codes  

¶ Highlights of ASCE 24-14. ASCE 24-14 (updated from 2005) is a referenced standard in the 2015 I-Codes. 

When applicable, it has the same force as the codes.  

New webinars are now available and can be requested by contacting your NFIP state coordinator or the Building 

Science Point of Contacts in the FEMA Regional Offices. One webinar covers the flood provisions in all the I-Codes 

(full day) and the other focuses on the IRC (half-day). Coming soon is a half-day webinar highlighting key elements 

of coordinating codes and regulations, based on Reducing Flood Losses Through the International Codes.  

http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/96634
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/96634
https://www.fema.gov/building-code-resources
https://www.fema.gov/building-code-resources
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/100537
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/24124?id=4990
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/14983?id=3515
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Navigating the C razy Social Media World, Tip No. 3  
"Ù -ÉÃÈÅÌÅ -ÉÈÁÌÏÖÉÃÈȟ !3&0-ȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒ 

 

As I mentioned last month, this tip will focus on posting to LinkedIn. However, Tip No. 4 (in our next News&Views) 

will focus on a request from a CFM in Indiana. IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻƭŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΚέ {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻƴǳƴŘǊǳƳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ michele@floods.orgΦ LΩƭƭ Řƻ 

my best to help figure out the answer. 

 

tƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [ƛƴƪŜŘLƴ ƛǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΦ CŜǿŜǊ ǎǘŜǇǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜΦ {ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

LinkedIn page. 

TowarŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ŎǳǊǎƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ άLƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άDǊƻǳǇǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ L ŦƛƴŘ !{CtaΩǎ ǇŀƎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ L ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά{ǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦέ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ŘŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣέ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǇŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŀŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ LΩƳ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ, ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ LΩƳ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΦ  

bƻǿΣ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ά{ǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΧέ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

where I pitch why this is such an interesting article, photo or videoΦ LΩƳ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ нлл ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛch is far 

more liberating than TǿƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ мпл ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ L ǇŀǎǘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻȄΣ which I usually do, it will show up as bright 

ǊŜŘΦ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ƻƴŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘȅǇŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƎƻŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ όǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ 

under 200 characters). Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ 

click the share button. When the share button darkens, click it and wait for the discussions to begin. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ I want to hear specific questions you have about social media. Send them to michele@floods.org and 

I will answer them in upcoming newsletters. 

 

mailto:michele@floods.org
mailto:michele@floods.org
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EPA's Mid-Atlantic Regional Office Releases Integrated Green Stormwater Infrastructure Guide  

EPA's Mid-Atlantic Regional Office has released a publication titled: "Community Based Public-Private-Partner-

ships (CBP3s) and Alternative Market-Based Tools for Integrated Green Stormwater Infrastructure: A Guide for 

Local Governments." This guide is the result of a multi-year effort to identify tools to help Mid-Atlantic communi-

ties address water quality challenges through faster, cheaper, and greener methods. This report introduces the 

CBP3s approach as a flexible, performance-based platform for implementing affordable, integrated green storm-

water infrastructure to meet a variety of regulatory and community needs. Click here to download the PDF ver-

sion of this document. 

EPA Announces Campus RainWorks Challenge Wi nners  

On Earth Day 2015, EPA announced the winners of its Campus Rain-

Works Challenge, a design competition to engage college and univer-

sity students in reinventing water infrastructure. Student teams 

proposed innovative green infrastructure designs to reduce storm-

water pollution and develop sustainable communities. More than 60 

teams participated, and four winners were chosen: University of Illi-

nois at Chicago; University of Maryland, College Park; University of Illi-

nois at Urbana-Champaign; and Queens College, City University of New 

York. The winning designs proposed innovative additions to their re-

spective campuses that would reduce stormwater impacts while 

providing educational and recreational opportunities. Click here to learn more about the challenge and winners. 

EPA's Climate Ready Water Utilities Initiative Announces 2015 Extreme Events Workshops and 

Coastal Resilience Training Series   

EPA's Climate Ready Water Utilities initiative is offering workshops for drinking water, wastewater, and storm-

water utilities that focus on understanding and adapting to challenges from extreme events, featuring training on 

the Climate Resilience Evaluation and Awareness Tool (CREAT) 

Extreme Events & Climate Adaptation Planning Workshops for the Water Utility Sector 

- June 3-4: Pueblo of Santa Ana, New Mexico 

- June 23-24: Portland, Oregon 

- July 14-15: Des Moines, Iowa 

 

The Climate Ready Water Utilities Initiative is also offering a series of trainings for water sector technical assis-

tance providers. The trainings will focus on how to support utilities in understanding and adapting to impacts from 

coastal storm events and related threats using two new EPA tools: the Climate Resilience Evaluation and Aware-

ness Tools (CREAT) Version 3.0 and the Storm Surge Inundation and Hurricane Strike Frequency Map. 

Coastal Resilience for the Water Sector: Training for Technical Assistance Providers 

- June 16-17: Boca Raton, Florida 

- June 22-23: Houston, Texas 

- June 25-26: Mobile, Alabama 

- July 21-22: West Babylon, New York 

éNEWS YOU CAN USE 

http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/greeninfrastructure/GI_CB_P3_Guide_%20EPA_R3_FINAL_042115_508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/greeninfrastructure/GI_CB_P3_Guide_%20EPA_R3_FINAL_042115_508.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/greeninfrastructure/crw_challenge.cfm
https://www.thetestportal.com/climateadaptation
https://www.thetestportal.com/coastalresilience
https://www.thetestportal.com/coastalresilience
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Tell us why you love being an  

ASFPM member & you could win  

Á ÆÒÅÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

Grand Rapids conference!  
7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÎÅ× !3&0- ÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÏÒ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÈÏ× 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÆÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁtion has been valuable or 

beneficial to you. Entering is easy: 

4×ÅÅÔ ÕÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ !3&0-ȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÈÁÓÈÔÁÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Π!3&0-ςπρυȢ 

 

Share it on our Facebook page using the official hashtag: #ASFPM2015. 

 

Send an email to michele@floods.org, with #ASFPM2015 in the subject line. 

 

Or you can do it old school by filling out a sheet of paper and putting it in the box at our reg-

ÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÁÂÌÅȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔȡ Π!3&0-ςπρυȢ 

 

Win a free registration to !3&0-ȭÓ άΪΫΰ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÎȤ

ference in Grand Rapids, Michigan simply by telling us 

why being an ASFPM member is important to you! 

 

 

THE RULES: Your entry MUST include ASFPM's official Atlanta conference hashtag #ASFPM2015 

to be considered. All other hashtags will disqualify you. Entry into the contest constitutes permis-

ÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÔÓȭ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÍÉÓȤ

ÓÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎȢ !3&0-ȭÓ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ×ÉÌl determine the best answer and announce the 

×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ *ÕÌÙ ÉÎ Ȱ4ÈÅ )ÎÓÉÄÅÒȱ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÓÉÔÅÓȢ 

The contest begins today and ends at midnight June 6, 2015.  

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ CƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ μ ртр 5ΩhƴƻŦǊƛƻ 5ǊΦΣ {ǘŜΦ нллΣ aŀŘƛǎon, WI 53719 | (608) 828-3000 | www.floods.org 

Mitigation on my Mind!  

!{CtaΩǎ офth Annual National Conference, 

Atlanta ς May 31-June 5, 2015  

mailto:michele@floods.org
http://www.asfpmconference.org/
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CHAPTER CORNER 
ASFPM Chapter Meeting 2015 in ATLANTA 

Chapters members are invited to attend the ASFPM chapter meeting in Atlanta June 3 from 1:30-3 p.m. (Check 

your on-site pocket guide for room location). ChaptersΩ ōƻŀǊŘ Ƴembers and committee chairs are strongly urged 

to attend this meeting.  

All chapter contacts will receive electronic copies of the chapter meeting materials afterward, so you can review 

them even if you aren't able to attend. We look forward to seeing you in Atlanta!  

June 3 is CHAPTER DAY in Atlanta! 

Bring your shoes for  ÔÈÅ 4ÈÉÒÄ !ÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ2ÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒÓȱ ί+ *ÕÎÅ έȟ άΪΫί 

 
 
The 3rd Annual άwǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎέ wǳƴκ²ŀƭƪ 
will be held June 3 at the conference. Buses will depart 
from the Hyatt beginning at 7a.m. The 5K road race is 
designed for a seasoned runner or a casual walker. Sep-
arate registration required. Click here to register.  

 
Wednesday, June 3rd 

7 a.m. ς άwǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎέ рY wǳƴκ²ŀƭƪ 

1:30-3 p.m. ς 2015 Chapter Meeting 

3-5 p.m. ς FREE* Workshop: tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²!w5Ωǎ о5 CƭƻƻŘ aƻŘŜƭ 

*Registration required ς click here to register. 

CFM® Corner  
 
Email for certification questions is cfm@floods.org. This section will appear in each issue of The Insider. For sug-
gestions on specific topics or questions to be covered, please send an email to Anita Larson at cfm@floods.org. 
 
Earn 12 core CECs at ASFPM national conference in Atlanta 
While learning and meeting floodplain experts from all over the nation, you will be earning 12 core CECs for at-
tending the conference. ASFPM automatically enters the CECs for you after the conference, ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ no need 
for a paper certificate. 
 
CFM Renewal 

ASFPM CFMs who are up for their biennial CFM® certification renewal July 31, 2015, should expect a US mail let-
ter shortly. If you have not received yours by May 31, please contact cfm@floods.org so your CFM does not ex-
pire. 
 
CFMs-View your submitted CECs online 
As a reminder, CFMs who are current members can log onto the members site and view their certification file for 
continuing education credits. This ASFPM site shows how many CECs the person has earned, in what year the 
CECs were earned, and the type of CECs (core or parallel). If you have problems logging on or have questions 
about your CECs, contact Anita at cfm@floods.org. 

http://asfpmconference.org/index.php/2013-10-15-20-06-28
http://asfpmconference.org/
mailto:cfm@floods.org
mailto:cfm@floods.org
mailto:cfm@floods.org
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The Cost of Flooding  
 

Flood alerts, watches and warnings have been sounding across the US for 
weeks now. Just as a reminder, FEMA put out this great interactive tool about 
how much a flood might cost a property owner. If you know someone on the 
fence about whether to get flood insurance or not, this might help them get 
off the fence. Click here to learn more. 
 

 

Job Corner  

Visit ASFPM Job Corner for up-to-

date job listings. Have a job opening 

ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǘΚ LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΗ 

Grant /ÐÐÓȣ 
Wǳǎǘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

comprehensive list of funding opportunitiesΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ 

 
  

https://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/flooding_flood_risks/the_cost_of_flooding.jsp
http://floods.org/n-jobpost/index.asp
https://floridaclimateinstitute.org/opportunities/funding
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Washington  Legislative  Report  

Meredith R. Inderfurth, 

ASFPM Washington Liaison 
 
Appropriations, the Watch for Policy Riders, and 
Other Bills and Hearings 
 
As Congress approaches its week-long Memorial 
Day recess, appropriations bills have begun to 
move. The first out of the gate are Energy & Water 
and Military Construction/VA. Both have passed the 
House and the Senate versions have been reported 
out of committee and are likely to be considered on 
the Senate floor soon after Congress reconvenes. The Senate is expected back in session May 31 and the House 
shortly thereafter. 
 
The big picture for appropriations remains problematic. Congress has adopted a budget resolution that sets caps 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴŀǘŜ !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ now set 
allocations for their subcommittees based on the budget resolution, but acknowledge that the overall budget 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǉǳŜǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
requirements and replacing them with an agreement comparable to a 2013 bipartisan two-year budget agree-
ment that has been the framework for the past two years. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ άǊƛŘŜǊǎέ ƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōƛƭƭǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
bill already carries a rider prohibiting use of funds in that bill for implementation of the proposed Federal Flood 
Risk Management Standard. So far, the Senate Appropriations have worked to avoid such riders in subcommittee 
and full committee, but note that amendments proposing riders can be expected during Senate floor considera-
tion. 
 
Appropriations ς US Army Corps of Engineers 
 
The House passed the Energy and Water Appropriations bill (HR 2028 and H. Rept. 114-91) May 1. The Senate Ap-
propriations Committee reported out its version of the bill (S. Rept. 114-54) May 21.  
 
¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ϷуспΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ Ϸом Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǇǎΩ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻgrams. There is no one line item for 
technical assistance, but rather the amount will be drawn from several other programs such as Flood Plain Man-
agement Services (FPMS), Planning Assistance to States (PAS), National Flood Risk Management Program (NFRMP) 
and Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies (FCCE). 
 
The requests for those programs and the amounts approved by the House and by the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee are as follows: 
Program Request  House  Senate Committee 
PAS  $5.5m   $6m  $6m 
FPMS  $15m   $15m    $15m 
NFRMP     $6m   $6m  $6m 
FCCE  $34m   $34m  $28m 
 

 


